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1552. Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophet said. It is enough to

: make a man a liar that he should go on repeating all that he might hear,

! (Muslim). -
f 1545. Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophet said: You will find
people with pedigrees. Those who were best before Islam will be best in Islam
if they will comprehend the Faith aright. You will find the best people among
those in authority such as will detest those who are double-faced and are thus
the worst of people, approaching one with on¢ bearing and another with
another (Bokhari and Muslim). : T N _

1546. Muhammad ibn Zaid relates that some people said to his

grandfather; Abdullah ibn Umar: We visit our rulers and say to them things =~ =
contrary to that which we say when we leave them. Abdullah answered: Inthe =~
time of the Holy Prophet we considered this hypocrisy (Bokhari). A ke

? : 693. Abdullah ibn Ams ibn ‘As relates that the Holy Prophet said:
There are four qualities which, if they are found in a person, prove him a
-thorough hypocrite. If a person has one of them, he has one quality of
hypocrisy until he gets rid ‘of it. These are: when he is entrusted with
'« something he embezzles, when Jies, when he promises he breaks his
‘promise and when he conte R

.-'-, ’ - . — 1.y ' % ALt



"
.

1 ﬁg;;‘!"}:&"" '.: , ".

AHMADIYYA GAZETTE
“Canada:

15 Thorncliffe Park Drive, Suite #311, Toronto
Ontario, Canada, M4H 1H6. Ph: (416) 424-4244.

Editor: Syed Mansur A.Bashir % January 1979 * Sub Editor: Khalil Ahmad *

T H E H O L Y QU R AN .-

S

109. They seek 1o hide their B P  R SRt e R T L P A

3 . " AW - b {1 SREEE)
designs from men, but they cannot PARGE JOY ESu ) U:'U‘u'f ) SR
hide them from Allah; and “He ds - » (242, LotZc, 299a,9% 99,0092

; ) - s . N T .‘

present with them when they plot at ")"’J‘U'g‘g‘df.) U"‘;"-"—"M’“:‘b}
night about matters  which  He TP VR I I
does not approve.  And - Alldh @&éu’k"?‘%“l"ug)

encompasses what they do. AL-NISA®

3]

Y
& o :
P Il 37. *And follow not that of Nl % on A0 N2 tan e
- A ,‘a.’ ".\’ 4_,!. : L‘ﬂﬂ)‘
(a{\. 4 which: thou hast no  knowledge. 2 "‘:J U,,,o\e,.,s“u-}.! : J»)
Lo “Verily, the ear and the eye and the Go17e 522 2 W Padlia

’ b\ O eyt s

3.1:-! heart—-all these shall be called to ChE uqkdgj“k)‘,db
“’\‘ account.'6!? BANI ISRA'IL

SNy

19. He utters not a word but
“there 1s by him a guardian angel
ready 1o record it, QAF

i< o, o 21
©Su5 £33 LTI IS G2 Bl G

» . 1 - -

SAYING OF THE HOLY PROPHET S.A.W.

1552. Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophet said. It is enough to

make a man a liar that he should go on repeating all that he might hear.
(Muslim). ;
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1545, Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophet said: You will find
people with pedigrees. Those who were best before Islam will be best in Islam
if they will comprehend the Faith aright. You will find the best people among
those in authority such as will detest those who are double-faced and are thus
:., the worst of people, approaching one with one bearing and another with
o7 another (Bokhari and Muslim). 4 N
& 1546. Muhammad ibn Zaid relates that some people said to his
e grandfather; Abdullah ibn Umar; We visit our rulers and say to them things
0::;: contrary to that which we say when we leave them, Abdullah answered: Inthe =
?‘“, time of the Holy Prophet we considered this hypocrisy (Bokhari). : ¥ P
@ <% , SECARNAY, ;
’ :'" ? . 693. Abdullah ibn Amr ibn ‘As relates that the Holy Prophet said:
.“';b " There are four qualities which, if they are found in a person, prove him a
«thorough hypocrite. If a person has one of them, he has one quality of
hypocrisy until he gets rid ‘of it. These are: 1 he is entrusted with
~  something he embezzles, wh : n he promises he breaks his =

, ise and COI) les (Bokhas and Mu Ay ..




u “i[‘ . e : e ; ;
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thh the gr*ace ‘and Mercy of Almighty Allah
ouh 86th ‘Annual Convention (Jals Salana)
held on 26th, 27th and 28th of Dec%mber‘ﬁs
at RabWah. Sisters and Br*other‘s pal"él at e'd
ln the“Gathemng not only from different par\ts
oF the country itself but also from other parts
or‘l'the WOrld s such as Indonesia, America,
Canada, thema, Zambta, West Germany ,
Mﬁéritms, Ghana, Singapore, Malaysia,
l-lol’land y Swr‘a Leone, Trinidad, Japan,

glan Spaln Norway, Bharat and many

¥

One Hundered and Seventy Five thousand ,WhlchF
is twehty thousand more than the previous
year"s Conventton. Alhamdo Lillah.

Hazg‘at”‘bAmir*ul Mommeen Khalifatul Masih III,
in h’fs‘"{naugur‘al address , said:’
" O'Yé ”‘the green branches of the Promised
Messiah’s tr*ee RO Ye, who are laiden heavily
wtth spimtual fruits. May you inherit the grace
arid Favour's of the Almighty in full .and may he
pleased to give you an abundant share of
is ble 's gs. May He bless you and all your

B4 ,‘,l‘ A;

the’#iw ks it was not a fair but a semous thing.
The Pr‘or‘nised Messiah had instituted it for
dtssemlnetlng the teachmgs of Islam and 1t

He thenl'dwelt upon some 31gns of God Almlgh-
ty whlclq He_, has shown is support of the Prom-—|
tsed Mess ”h's truth He saxd that even Rabwah

whose sole mission in life is to serve humanity

and to lllu-mine them with the light of Islam. :
Day and night they are endeavouring to win

over the whole world for the Holy Prophet 3
(P B. U H 5. Itlis earnestly carr-ymg the L
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RABWAH NEWS.

Hazrat Ameerul Momineen Khaltfatul -
Masih III remained busy through out the

" Annual Gathemng The visiting Jamaats
were per‘mttted to see and meet Hazur

per\sonally at his r~e51dence at the pres-
cribed time.:

Alhamdolilla Hazur is en)oymg good health

~All oF us should keep on praying for our

2.

beloved Imam, may Allah grant him long
and healthy life. Ameen.

The daughter of Promised Messiah (P.B.
(P.B.U.H.) Hazrat Nawab Amatul -
Hafeea Begum is still suffering from
weakness and some other ailments. She
deserves our special prayers. May Allah
grant her speedy recover*y and long
healthy life. Ameen.

8. With deep sor'r;ow we are publishing a

January,79 at his home in Rabwah.

sad news that Chaudhary Ali Muhammad
Sahib B.A.B.T., a Companion of THE
PROMISED MESSIAH died on 14th of
Inna -
lillahe wa inna ilaihe raje —oon. He was

a very devoted servant of Ahmadiyyat .

" He had the honour to serve as a teachenr

of Talimul Islam High School at Qadian
and Rabwah for about 30 = 35 years. Thus

the number of his student runs inthousands

After his retirement from School , by the
grace of Allah, he had oppertunity to
serve as Assistant Editor of The Review
of Religions, Rabwah.

Hazrat' Ameerul Momineen Khalifatul -

- Masih III was very kind to lead his

ko

Janaza Prayer. May Allah grant him a
chosen place in heaven and be a guardian
and helper of his family. Ameen!

Chaudhary Ali Muhammad Sahib was

dear uncle of Khalil Ahmad Chaudhary

of Toronto, Canada.
»

RABWAH CONVENTION

Y Promised Messiah's mission forward and in
R

lies a sure sign of his truth.



OPENING OF MISSION HOUSE IN CALGARY.

With the grace and mercy of Alrmghty Allah our Jamaat Calgary has been
Mission House there.

Mr.Alger Ross and a Member of Parliament Mr~ Albert were kind to perform
the Opening Ceremon. We have also learned from Br.Raja Basit Ahmad A
President Jamaat Ahmadiyya Calgary, that almost fifteen Canadian couples
attended the function as well as Executives and members of Pakistan - Canada
Association participated .

After recitation of the Holy Quran, Raja Basit Ahmad, President Calgary
Jamaat and Syed Mansur Ahmad Bashir , Missionary Incharge Canada Jamaat
addressed the congregation. Friday Cermon (Nomaz Juma) was offered and
this became the estiblishment of our Mission House , which will also be used
as a Mosque , in Calgary.

It's a matter of great pleasure that Hazrat Ameerul Momineen Khalifatul Masih
very kindly sent a massage on this occasion which reads as under:

"Assalamo Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahe Wa Barakatohoo.
May Allah bless the opening of Calgary Mission and may He make it
a foundation for the spread of Islam in that area. Live Islam, hold
fFast to the rope of Allah and live in total submission to His Will.
Strive hard and pray to Allah for the final VICTORY OF ISLANM. May
Allah be your help and guide and may He bless you all, "

KHALIFATUL MASIH.
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Our Missionary Incharge has also informed us that another telegram was receive ,

by the Calgary Jamaat from the National Preaching Secretary of Canada Jamaat

on this occasion, which is as under:

"Heartful congratulations to all the members of Calgary Chapter on the
occasion of the opening the first Ahmadiyya Center in Canada. I pray
that it will be a center of love, light and guidence for Calgary and all
Western Canada. "

Mustafa Sabet
National Preaching Secretary. L et

-—”’ 't;lv(‘

OBITUARY. It is with heartfelt sympathy that we announce the death of Br. Bashir
Ahmad Bukhsh, in an accident , which took place in Guyana. He was 28 year of age

and the Nephew of Br. Muhammad Yusuf Khan of Scarborough, Ont., and Maulvi

Ibrahim Khan, Imam of Sisters Ahmadiyya Mosque in Guyana , and he was son of

Mr. & Mrs.AmanatBukhsh of Guyana. Mr. & Mrs. Bukhsh also recently lost a

grandson , who drowned. We offer to the grieved family our heartfelt condolences.

May the souls of the deceased brothers rest in peace. Ameen !




ENRICH YOUR RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE.

GENERAL

R
rir, iy

Q. What is the name of the religion brought by Muham=""
mad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)?

A. The name of the religion brought by Muhammad
(peace be upon him) is Islam.

Q. What does the word 'ISLAM’ mean?

A. ‘Islam’ is an Arabic word which literally means ‘Peace’.
It also means ‘Obedience’ or ‘Submission’.

Q. What is a follower of the religion of Islam called?
A. He is called a Muslim.

Q. Who gave the name of ‘Islam’ to this religion?

A. Allah gave the name of ‘Islam’ to this religion.
(Ch. 5:4)

b

Q:
Al

What is 'IMAN’?
Iman means belief or faith.

0. \W ho is a Prophet?

A. ‘A Prophet is a person chosen by Allah for the reform-
at‘&on and guidance of mankind.

Q. Who is the chief of the prophets?

A. Hazrat Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be
upob\,him) is the chief of the prophets.

Q. What are Angels?

A. Angelg are spiritual beings. They obey the commands
of Allah. Each one of them has been assigned various
duties ‘y Allak.

Q. Name some of the Angels.
A. Jibraael, Mikacel, Israfeel and Izraeel are some of them.
(Gabriel, Michael, Raphael, Israel)

Q. Name the Angel who brought Allah’s revelation to the
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him)

A. Hazrat Jibragel (Gabriel)

Q. What do you know about theyDay of Resurrection and
Judgement? ¢

A. On the Day of Resurrection, all human beings will be
raised again by Allah and will be given new life. He
will then judge them according to their deeds. People
with good deeds will go to heaven, while those who
spent their lives doing evil deeds will go to hell.

Q. How long will a person remain in heaven or hell?

A. Paradise is everlasting, but hell is a temporary abode,
where people would be kept for a limited period till
they have been cured of the spiritual ailments.

———————n
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Q. What do you mean by Sin? ;
A. Any deliberate action against the command of Allah is
a sin.

. Qy’ Is a person born sinful?

No. Every child is born sinless in this world.

Do the prophets of Allah commit sin?
No, never. They are all sinless.

Did any of the prophets claim divinity?
No. None of the prophets claimed divinity. Besides

being the servants and messengers of God, they said
that they were human beings.

Q.
A.
Q
A

Name some of the revealed books.
Some of the revealed books are:
The Zaboor.

The Torah.

The Injeel.

and The Quran.

>

What are the main Articles of Faith in Islam?
The following are the main Articles of faith in Islam.
i) To believe in the Oneness of God.
ii) To believe in all His Angels.
iii) To believe in all His Holy Books.
iv) To believe in all His Prophets.
v) To believe in the Day of Resurrection.

Name the five pillars of Islam.
The five pillars of Islam are:

i) Kalima—To declare that there is none worthy of
worship but Allah, and that Muhammad is His
Messenger.

ii) Salat—To offer the five daily Prayers at their
appointed times.

iii) Zakat—To contribute a certain percentage of
wealth for the relief of those not capable of
looking after themselves.

iv) Fasting—To fast cach day during the month of
Ramadhan.

v) Hajj—To go for pilgrimage to Mecca at least
once in one’s lifetime if physically and finan-
cially possible, and if the journey to Mecca is
safe.

TORONTO JAMAAT'S MONTHLY MEET INC

The next monthly meeting of Toronto Jamaat
will be held on Sunday, Feb.4,79 at 2.00 P.T
at Earl Haig Secondary School, 100 Princess
Ave. ,Willodale. Members are requested to
be puncutual.
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A GOOD EXAMPLE SET UP BY CALGARY JAMAAT,

.

Our Calgary Jamaat has set up a.'ﬁknﬂy‘géoc‘i~l ezample . Being ambitious they
have been able to set forth the objectives —--- some goals to achieve during
the current year. We like to publish their program in appriciation of their
possitive approach., May Almighty Allah bless their efforts and help them
to win His favour.

At the same time we wish and hope that other Jamaats of Canada will follow
this example , Ameen.

Calgary Jamaat's objectives in various sections are as under:

PREACHING

FINANCE

2 Appointment/functions of Preaching committee .
Chanda per capita per month from § 35,00 presently

to be increased to $§ 50.00.
Establishing contact with other religious organizations.

Total chanda pér month from § 850.00 to be increased
to $ 1200.00. Must participate in local social activity.

The numbers of persons giving Ba-shara to be raised Plan to meet various dignitaries.
from 3 bring up to 10 at least.

Use local media T.V. / Radio /Newspaper Free/payrent
The number of Moosis to be increased from 3 to 6 programmes g
at least.

Preaching day to be observed at least once in 3 months,
More contributions / ple-dges for Toronto Mosaue / .
Jubliee fund.
Devise plan to prepare, collect and distribute Islamic
Literature.
The number of persons paying the minimum laid down
i.e § 10,00 to be eliminated to zero. All must pay
more than the minimum. Aporoaching of schools / University for deliverance
of Lectures on various selected topics.

Motivate all earning members men / women to pay

chanda regularly, cheerfully and generously. Prepare to take part / run stall in calgary stampe;i¢1979.
Prepare list of Hotels / Libraries to be presenteé‘with a
EDUCATION copy of Holy Quran and sets of Jamats Books respectively.
= least 3 children must learn reading of Holy Quran. Establish contact,carry out research and try to achieve
break through in the Red Indians ( With Gracey of Almightv
ALLAH ). 7

11 Itfal 7 years and above must know complete
amaz. ) .

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES /. AMOQR-E-AMMA

w

f
All efforts to be made to fouster brotherly hood within
Jamat by holding picnics / get to gethers.

L1 Itfals must possess basic knowledge of Islam.

11 Itfal 7 years and above must remember by heart
t least one poem from Durra Sameen / Kalam.e-Mahmood.

Each Ahmadi family must develop friendshfp with at
least one non Ahmadi and one non muslim ( christian )
family.

ibrary must be established immediatly.

sery adult member should either deliver one speech
- write one artical for The Light or any other

: Efforts should be made to develop close social relationshir
imat's magzine or for local news paper.

with some local corréspondent. / T.v. personzl.

Establish centact with some Rad Indian chiefs / various
persons.




CHIEF KADHI OF KENYA
ON JESUS DEATH.

The Chief Kadni of Kenya, Sheikh'Abdalla
Saleh Farsy, has issued his verdict con= '
cerning the death of Jesus Christ. He was *"g‘
asked by a Sunni Muslim of Mombasa, Mr.
Ismail Abdalla , whether Profet Isa, Peace
be on him, was dead or alive?

Writing in a Swahili journal published
guarterly under the auspices of Anjuman
Himayat Islam, Nairobi, the Chief Kadhi
replied:

" It is more correct to believe that he died
as explained in chapter AL 'IMRAN, verse —
144 and chapter AL-ANBIYA', verse 34.
While translating the words " Inni Muta -
waffika" used for Prophet Isa, the same is
written in Sahihul Bukhari, part 111, page
79. Imam Malik has said likewise as reported
on page 286 of Majmau Biharil Anwaar,vol.l.
Imam Muhammad —al-Ghazaly has expressed
the same opinion on pages 37 and 44 of his
book Nadharatun —fil-Quran."

" \What has been rejected by the Holy Quran’
is the idea of his being killed or suffering
death on the cross. "

The Editor of the journal SAUTI YA HAKI

(The Voice of Truth) which is distributed
from Mombasa is Sheikh Muhammad Qasim
Mazrui, The Ex.Chief Kadhi of Kenya. The
above verdict was published on page 6 of the
October, 1978 issue of the VVoice of Truth.

M. Munawwar Chaudhrie
‘Amir & Ch.Missionary
E.A.Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission

DO YOU CARE?
What satisfies you most and what concerns
you most about your Gazette ?
What kind of article you like-the best ?
What changes would you like to see in the
Gazette ?
PLEASE WRITE TO THE EDITOR.
WE NEED YOUR SUGGESTION &
WE CARE.
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Kashmir tomb
¢ % . ,
Kindles rovs

’ By Lesiie Murphy
.v-v‘éRINAGAR, Kashmir (Reuter) — Tucked away down a

- muddy lane in the oldest pari of Srinagar is an ancient

tomb that many Moslems believe contains the remains of
Jesus Christ.

‘Their belief is that Christ, veneraicd as .a proplet by
Moslems, did not die on the cress, but fled from Palestine
to Kashmir where he lived and preached and dicd at
the age oi 120.

‘The thesis, vhich has been argued for ©i years, is
propagated princigally by the evangelical Ahmadivya
sect, which has organized an international confer-
ence in London to discuss it.

Some serious scholars here say there is fairly con-
vincing circumstantial evidence that Jjesus did spend
at Jeast part of his life in India, Kashmir and Tibet.

Others urge the excavation of the Srinugar tomb,
krown as Rozabal, in the locality of Jlhanvyar, to
ccmpare its contents with the impression on the fa-
mous shroud of Turin.

The plain stone tomb here gives no clue to vwio is
buried there.

But an old Persian inscription cn a wooden tab-
let above the grave says it is the last resting place of
Yuz Asaf, who is identified in the classic manusiripts
of this region as being the same pcrson as the piropact
Isz, or Jesus.

The theory of Christ’s burial in Kashmir was first
put forward Uy the founder of the Ahmadiyya move-
ment, Mirza Ghulam Akmad, in a bagh titled J2sus in
India, published in 1502, Ahmad comended il Jeous aie
rot die on the cross. He escaped and journcyed te 1ndia
with 1lis mother Mary, in seurch of the 10 lost tribes of
Ieraci.

The Ahmadiyyas have published a mass of litera-
ture ou the subject and won sorae striking support.

Prof. Mohammad Yasin, head of the pestgrocuate
department of Listory at Kashmiy Ustiversity — a de=km
but a strong epponent of the Ahmadiyya sect — cenvinded
after a threc-year study that Jesus was indecd buried
here.

The Ahmadiyya thesis has come under strong ai-
teck from Christianity zs Christ’s death on the cross
and His resurrcction are arneag its beliels.

Put Moslems have alsp bzen outraged by the Sh-
madivyas, particularly by Ahmad’'s ciaim that he was
the promised Mahdi or sessiah. The sect wis de-
clared non-isleinic in Pekistan.

Beside the tozabal tomb is a large stone bearing two
footprints which is cusicdian says are those i uz
Asaf. It is overlonked by ancient houses and rearby
are other Moaslam mosques and shrines.

It is looked aiter by orthodox Nosiems, nrt Ah-
madiyyas, and Moslem rosidents of the arca touch
the building in reveicnce as thev Ppass.

Ms custodinn holds a decroe dated 17¢6 fron five
ruitis (judses) of Srinegar, which attests tha it i3
e ehyine of poephet Yuz Asal

warin supneiis the Jonedismeed thoory fthat the
loal trioes of isracl seided botween Argharistun and
Yashmir,

1te also supports the clain that Moscs, (oo, is
turicd in Kashmir and Mary in the noarby faki-
stan hiil staticn of Murree. Dated Oct.21,76.

rMailv AAirnine i Free Press) manada




islam and reform

Joseph Kraft's feature Limits of
Islam on the editorial page of the
Winnipeg Free Press (Dec. 15, 1978)
is a good commentary on one of the
holy sayings and prophesies of Proph-
et Mohammad which has been nar-
rated as: “A time will come over my
pegpie when nothing will be left in
Islam but the name only, and nothing
will be left in the Koran but the words
only. Their mosques will be fuil
of people but they will be devoid of
guidance. Their priests shall be the
worst of the people that will he
under the canopy of the heaven. They
will be a cause of mischief that shall
revert to them.” So I was not sur-
prised, disturbed or upset by the
description of the actions of the ortho-
dox Islamic priests (the mullahs) in
the present day Muslim world. What
has, however, caused consternation
in my mind is the light in which
Joseph Kraft has painted the religion
of Islam. It should be pointed out that
the pristine teachings of Islam and
actions of the present-day mullahs
are entirely different. It is wrong to
equate these two, as has been done in
the article. It will not be out of place
to say that these fanatic mullahs are
at cross purposes with Islam. In my
view these militant and fiery priests
are the antithesis of Islam, which is
not only a religion but a code of life
based on peace. ‘

In my humble opinion the mullahs
resort to and instigate violence in
different countries primarily for eco-
nomic reasons of their survival.
These actions are not perpetrated out
of love and dedication for Islam,
which forbids violence. Because of

their large following they easily suc-

cumb to various forces which exploit
the majority behind them. Under the
pressure of these compelling worldy
reasons they have always, in every
age, refused to listen to and follow
divine reformers who have appeared
during cach of the 14 centuries of
the Islamic era.

The present day reformer of this
last millenium as prophesied by the
Holy Prophet Mohammad was
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (1833-
1908) of Qadian, India — the founder
of the Ahmadiyya Movement in
Islam. His coming as Imam Mzhdi
and the Islamic Messiah was clearly
and emphatically feretnld by the
fouirder of Islam wiho was aiso naimed
Ahmad. It is disappointing that Jo-
seph Kraft's feature has failed to take
note of the Ahmadiyya Reform Move-
ment' of Islam which has a world-
wide following of over 10,000,000 peo-

the most progressive of all the pras-
ent day sects in Islam. The Ahma-
diyya interpretation of Islam and its
propagation is slowly, but definitely,
having an impact which has already
begun to be felt and reckoned with.
(The Free Press of Oct. 21, 1978,
carried one aspect of its message on
the religious page.) That is why the
Ahmadiyya sect has been subjected
to all imaginable worldly trials a:d
tribulations in Pakistan, where it his

its headquarters with a formal insti-
tutionalized authority in one Imam.
Politicians of various stripes in Paki-
stan have, on a number of occasions,
engineered political-cum-religious
riots to harass and persecute the
Ahmadiyya community in order to
prop up their sagging popularity.
Professor H.R. Gibb of the Univer-
sity of Oxford has described the
Ahamdiyya sect as ‘‘the only suc-
cessful new sect in Islam.” He called
it a pacifist and a liberal reform

movement in his book Modern Trends

in Islam (University of Chicago
Press, 1945). According to a famous
Canadian Orientalist, Wilfred Can-
twell Smith (currently at Dalhousie
University), The Ahmadiyya Move-
ment arose, among other things,
2s a protest against the decadence of
the prevailing Islam. About the foun-
der of the Ahmadiyya Movement,
he says that even orthodox religious
Muslims regarded him as a great
reformer of Islam but later they den-
ounced him when he claimed to be the
apocalyptic saviour which Muslim
(and Christian) tradition has held
will appear in the latter days. About
the sociological aspects of the Ah-
madiyya Muslims Professor Smith
says (in Modern Islam In India: A
Social Analysis): *“The communi-
ty is certainly.active, and it
flourishes as the green bay tree. It
has an exceedingly strong and close-
ly-knit organization — it claims 100-
per-cent male “literacy, 75-per-cent

female (in ‘purduh’ schools). If half a -

viiloge somewhere is Ahmadi, that
half is apt to be cleaner than the other
half.”” Recognizing that Ahmadis
have one Centre and a Spiritual Kha-
lifa. Mr. Smith says that Ahmadis
differ from other Muslims in that
they have a positive and concrete
pro-~am and they are busy carrying
it into offect.

I am wondering how Joseph Kraft
failed to tzke all these facts into
account whe he said Islam has not
had a Reformation — and probably
will not. According to Mr. Kraft, the
limits of Islam are very impress-

_ive, including lack of a modern out-

look on many aspects of society —
education, property rights, interest
rates, rights of women and popula-
tion control. He says Islam has
not yet come to terms with those
requirements. On these issues 1
would only say that these innuendoes
are the result of inadequate infor-
mation and research, if not based on
outright bias and bigotry. Being a
woman [ can say with conviction
that Islam is the first divine religion
which clearly and firmly accorded a
very high status to women, by legally
fixing her personal property rights in
the Koran and by giving her the
democratic right of voting 1,400 years
ago. As against this, property and
voting rights were slowly and reluc-
tantly granted through legislation
only very recently, in the non-Is-
lamic world.

My religion Islam is not a regress-
ive religion as portrayed in the arti-
cle. The mullahs are certainly re--
gressive and a hurdle. Islam and the
mullahs should not be equated. Islam
can answer and meet all our present
day needs for freedom, equality and
national development. The mullahs
have always been demagogues and
the.countries will be in chaos wher-
ever they happen to seize power (God
forbid).

Ms. Bushra Ijaz Khanum
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam,
Winnipeg Chapter

Winnipeg

( Winnipeg Free Press)
Winnipeg, Canada.
January 6,1979.




CHILDREN SECTION.

How a Muslim prays to God

Islam lays great stress upon Divine wor-
ship. Indeed it is regarded as the purpose of
man's creation. The object of worship is to
strengthen man’s relationship with God. In the
Holy Quran God says:

“Call on Me, | will respond to you”. (40:61)

In Islamic form of worship, an intermediary
is not needed. A man prays to God and seeks
to establish communion with Him. He prays
with a firm belief that no sincere prayer is in
vain. In Islam, it is a great sin to worship
any other besides God. Allah alone has the
power to answer prayers, so we should ask
each and every thing from Him.

Islamic worship may be divided into two
categories:
1. Formal worship such as Prayer Services,
Pilgrimage to the House of Allah (Haj),
Fasting and Zakat. Prayer service
means worship in congregation.

2. Informal worship such as remembrance
of God, called ‘Zikr'.

Islam prescribes five daily Prayer Serviges,
called ‘Salat’ at appointed times. They are as
follows:

Fajr Prayer ... At Dawn
Zuhr Prayer ... e At Noon
Asr Prayer ... In the Afternoon
Maghrib Prayer ... After Sunset
Isha Prayer ... In the Evening

The Islamic Prayer is quite different from
those prescribed in other religions. It has both
an individual and a collective part. All Prayer
services are led by an Imam.  There is no Priest-
hood in Islam. Any person‘who has some re-
ligious knowledge can lead the Prayer service.
Generally, he is chosen for his piety and learn-
ing. If there are only two Muslims, one of them
leads the Prayer. A man can lead the Prayer
in his house with members of his family follow-
ing him, but if a person is alone and can find
no one with whom he can join in Prayer, he
can perform it by himself.

On Fridays there is a special service called
),‘Salat-ul-Juma'. which is performed in place of
the Zuhr Prayer. In this service the Imam
delivers a sermon before the Prayer. Although
a Muslim may say his Prayers anywhere, in
homes, in the open, or even on board a ship
or train, he should say them as a member of
the congregation in a mosque.

Before each Prayer, Azan (Call to Prayer)
is called. The one who calls out the Azan is
called a ‘Muezen’. He stands on a raised plat-
form or on a minaret, with his face towards

the Ka'aba and makes the announcement, the
translation of which is as follows:

‘Allah is the Greatest; Allah is the Greatest

Allah is the Greatest; Allah is the Greatest

| bear witness that there is none worthy of
worship save Allah

| bear witness that there is none worthy of
worship save Allah

| bear witness that Muhammad is the Mess-
enger of Allah

| bear witness that Muhammad is the Mess-
enger of Allah

Come to Prayer; Come to Prayer
Come to Success; Come to Success
Allah is the Greatest; Allah is the Greatest

There is none worthy of worship save
Allah’.

Hearing this call a Muslim leaves his work
and comes to the mosque. He performs ablu-
tion i.e. washes his face, hands and feet in the
prescribed manner.

In the mosque there are no seats nor are
there any places reserved for anybody, except
that the Imam stands in front of the congre-
gation with his face turned towards the Ka’
aba. Beind him people stand in rows facing
the same direction. All are equal in the house
of Allah regardless of rank, office, colour or
race. These gatherings are not mixed. Women

stand separately from men. Everyone has to
follow the Imam as he goes through various
postures. The different postures are standing,
bowing, prostration and sitting.




The Muslims gather for Divine worship
in the simplest possible manner. No music,
choir, or congregational singing is permitted in
the Prayers. Conversation of any kind is also
prohibited. There are no images, pictures or
paintings in a mosque. All these are prohibited
because they distract attention from Prayer.

In addition to the prescribed Services,
Muslims offer prayers and devote themselves
silently to the remembrance of God during
the course of the day even when their hands
may be otherwise occupied, or when walking
or riding.

Fasting is another form of worship. A
Fast means abstention from food and drink
from dawn to sunset for the pleasure of God.
The Islamic Fast is different from the Fasts
prescribed in other religions. For example,
Hindus and Christians are permitted to’ eat
certain kinds of food during the period of their
Fasts, while a Muslim does not eat or drink
anything from dawn to sunset. So it goes on
for thirty days, throughout Ramadan, the
month in which the Quran was first revealed
to the Holy Prophet.

Another form of worship is known as

Zakat. It is a compulsory levy imposed on
certain types of possessions and wealth. Mus-
lims who possess for one complete year, cash
or goods, beyond a minimum, pay Zakat accord-
ing to a specified rate, which on the average,
works out at 249% of the capital value of the
form of wealth on which it is assessed. The
proceeds of Zakat are distributed among the
poorer sections of the community.

Haj, or the Pilgrimage to Mecca is another
form of Islamic worship. It is obligatory upon
all Muslims who can afford the journey to per-
form Haj at least once in their life-time. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Muslims from all parts
of the world gather at Mecca to perform this
worship every year, during the prescribed days.

There are two Muslim festivals. One is
called ‘Eid-ul-Fitr’, a festival at the end of the
month of Fasting. A congregational service
is held at convenient places where large num-
bers gather for the Service, and the Imam de-
livers a sermon.

9

The second festival is called ‘Eid-ul-Adha’,
the festival of sacrifice. It is celebrated in
memory of the readiness of Hazrat Ibrahim to
sacrifice his only son Hazrat Ismail, as he con-
ceived God had commanded him. An extra
Service is held in the forenoon in which a ser-
mon is delivered. On this day those Muslims
who can afford to slaughter an animal, do so
after the Prayer, as a sacrifice,

Questions:
. What is meant by Salat (Prayer Ser-
vice)?

2, How many Prayer Services are pre-
scribed for a Muslim daily? Give their
names and timings. ;

3. What is meant by the following:
Zakat; Muezin; Azan; Imam.

4. Where may a Muslim offer his Prayers?

5. What according to Islam is the purpose
of man’s creation?

6. Towards which direction do Muslims
face during a Prayer Service?

7. Where do Muslims go to perform Haj?

8. On what occasion does the Imam de-
liver sermon?

9. Name the two Muslim festivals and
give their background.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

All the presidants of local chapters are
requested to send their monthly reports
regularly to the Missionary Incharge
at Toronto. Jazakomullah.

2 DUES. Members are requested to be

€ — e

regular in payment of their monthly dues

(Chanda Aam) , Wasiyyat , Tahrik-i-Jadid,

Mosgue Fund and all othar pledges.
Jazakomullah. ¢
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