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-~ Divine Guidance

Will then He, Who stands over every soul
to note what it earns, let them go unpunished ?
Yet, they ascribe partners to Allah. Say, ‘name
them.” Would you inform Him of what He
does not know in the earth? Or, is it a mere
empty saying ? Nay, but the design of the dis-
believers has been made to appear beautiful in
their eyes, and they have been kept back from
the right way. And he whom Allah lets go as-
tray shall have no guide. (13: 34)

Is, he, then, Who creates like one who
creates not? Will you not then take heed.
And if you try to count the favours of Allah,
you will not be able to number them. Surely,
Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.

(16 : 18, 19)

Hazrat Abu Huraira, may Ged be pleased
with him, reports that the Holy Prophet, sall-

allho alaihi wa sallam, said : There are three

prayers which are invariably accepted by God.
The prayer of the oppressed person ; the prayer
of the wayfarer and the prayer of the father
against his son. (Tirmizi)

God says in the Holy Quran: ““Blessed
)s He Who has made mansions in the hea-
vens and has placed therein an illuminating
Jomp and a bright moon. He it is Who
has made the night and the day to follow
ezch other, for him who would take_ heed
and would be grateful.” (25 : 62, 63)

The illuminating lamp and the bright
moon, and the day and the night following
each other, are definitely things for us to
be grateful to God. All of them do us a
lot of good; in fact they are the most im-
portant factors of our life—our existence on
this earth. But more than that are the pro-
sperity and adversity which give us the courage
to live bravely. I we really kmow and
understand that both the conditions are the
result of the Will of God, it will make us
content and let us enjoy both of them.

It is for us to fully understand that
«“the day" never stays all the time as also
“the night’’ does mnot go beyond its fixed
period. We should not be unduly proud of
our prosperity and we should not look down
upon the poor ; we also should not be despair-
ed by adversity and during such periods of
time we should not feel jealous of those
who are better off.
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» Moslem sect asks Clark

zto intervene

& By Susan Craig Toronto Star

A religious sect claiming repres-
> sion against its members in Pakis-
S tan has asked External Affairs
@ Minister Joe Clark to intervene on
their behalf.

Members of the Ahmadiyya
2 Movement were forbidden last
spring to engage in Moslem rites;
call themselves Moslems or refer
to their places of worship as
mosques.

Canadian Ahmadis have asked
Clark to threaten cuts in Canadian
aid to Pakistan if the alleged per-
secution continues.
£ Munir Ud Din Shams, the sect’s
e representative, told a news confer-
o ence yesterday that Ahmadis are

'being sentenced to three-year jail
terms in Pakistan for refusing to
give up their religious beliefs.
More than 100 Ahmadis are in jail
in Karachi under these laws, he
said.

As a signatory of the United Na-
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in Pakistan

tions International Declaration of
Human Rights, Shams said, Pakis-
tan should be censured for such
acts of religious repression.
Officials at the Pakistani
Embassy in Ottawa could not be
reached for comment. The gov-
ernment of Pakistan has repeated-

ly denied any persecution of
Ahmadis, saying the only action
taken against them is that they

cannot call themselves Moslems
since they violate the basic tenet
of Islam: “There is no God but
Allah and Mohammed is His Mes-
senger” and last prophet.

Shams said that while main-
stream Moslems “are still waiting
for the second coming of the
Messiah, or Mahdi, we say he has
already come” in the person of
Mirza Gulam Ahmad (1835-1908),
who founded the sect in 1889.

The Ahmadiyya Movement
claims 4 million members in
Pakistan, which has a population
of about 100 million, Shams said.
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> y A - _ping up popular sentiment and urging Gen. Zia to take
entrenched itself, it has brought with it persecution and "~ acti ainst it. The persecution has intsnsified in t}
barbarism. I‘:e‘:&hstmGen Zia ul-Haq has j ity ‘> i l Y

o of palitical tarties by f1ed * last few months and. the Ahmadis have. now_been
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) the {4} that they are - virtually stripped of their civil rights ™~ o> = - - -
considered divisive in @§n i ; -They are forbidden by!lzw to call themselves Muslims
or to use the words Muslim in relation to their beliefs.
This latter is a particularly twisted law, in that it means
that ail Ahmadis in possession of religlous books or
material have broken the law because their beliefs are
inspired by the Koran and all their religious material is
hu_re: w:? r:flerenes tolslam, -rvi o5 -7 2
e official persecution has encouraged ‘the hatred
and violence .whipped up' by- the orthodox mullahs.
:\;I;'dm in rsummons_ have been .forced to
seve have ‘heen killed, businesses
burned and homes looted .. ¥ %, ‘2. ‘.ed.,w' viee
This cruel situation is likely to continue as long as it
serves Gem. Zia's purposes. In Pakistan, it helps to
increase his support among orthodox and fundamental-
ist Muslims, and it has done little, if any, damage tohim
internationally because the Ahmadiyya Movement is
little known in the West. ~ _ * = . e s
_ The fact that the séct is obscure, however, does not
justify silence about its mistreatment. The Canadian
government and the other Western nations should
strongly express their concern about this policy of
persecution. They should make clear to Gen. Zia that the
oppression of Ahmadis in Pakistan can be no more
tolgrated:-t.ha.n the -oppression “of- Jews' in -the Soviet *
Union, and that, if it continues, any political gains he

seeking ejection in the vating that takes place Monday, -

are not allowed to identify themseives with party. -
The most important. political leaders mm?g arrest

and Gen. Zia has used the results of a blasently rigged

referendum on the ‘‘Islamification” of Pakistan to t -
himself a coatinued five-vear mandate to rule. . gm

In the meantime, Islamic law is in place and the
persecution of minorities continues. The bulk of .it -
appears aimed at a sect known as-the Ahmadiyya.
Movement, which has three to four million of its ten.
million members in Pakistan. Ahmadis are followers of.
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who in 1889 announced that he
was the messiah and mahdi promised by the Prophet
Mohammed, and that his coming fulfilled the predictions
of Mohammed and prophets of other religions of the
appearance of a great teacher. ‘-

From the beginning, his claim was rejected
orthodox Muslims the Ahmadis have requeng;'
been the victims of persecution, particularly in Paki-
stan. In 1935 and 1333, many Ahmadis were killed in riots
instigated by the mullahs, and in 1974 then-president
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, in response to renewed anti-Ahmadi
agitation — and in an attempt to shore up his populari-
ty — instituted a constitutional amendment that de.
clanr:ed that' Ahmadis are not Muslims,

e present round of oppression began last year wh
orthodox mullahs once again began §naking l"'ufﬂa‘z;mm%lf

-

‘'may make at home will have to be balanced by political

esoes abromn. -
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Ahmadis in Pakistan
Persecuted In The

Name Of Religion

At a press conference held at the
Toronto Press Club on March 12,
the Toronto chapter of the
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam
alerted the local media of persecu-
tions taking place in Pakistan
against Ahamadis living in that
country.

The four million followers of this
minority Muslim sect living in
Pakistan are in danger of losing
their rights as Muslims if the
present trend of murders and incar-
cerations is not halted. According
to Mr. Munir-ud-din Shams, Amir
and Missionary in charge of the
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam
here in Canada, several Ahmadis
;have been murdered and hundreds
placed in jail by the authorities in
Pakistan because they do not sub-
'scribe to the version of Islam
accepted by the rulers there.

Mr. Shams indicated that

Pakistan, although being a signa-

tory to the International Charter of
Human Rights which stipulates
that everyone should have the free-
dom to practice his own faith,
denies that freedom to the follow-
ers of the Ahmadiyya Movement.

Ahmadis, according to Mr.
Shams, are Muslims who uphold
the five basics principles (pillars) of
the religion like all other Muslims.
However, while the other Muslims
are still awaiting the advent of the
“promised Messiah or Mahdi,” the
Ahmadis believe that the promised

one has already arrived in the
person of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,
the founder of the Ahmadiyya

Mr. Munir-ud-din Shams, Amir
and Missionary in charge, Ah-
madiyya Movement in Islam,
Canada

Movement in Islam. The difference
apart, the members of the
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam
are no different from other Pakis-
tanis in terms of culture, food wear,
etc.

Mr. Shams suggested that the

founder of Pakistan, Mohammad"

Ali Jinnah, conceived of a nation in
“in which all would have freedom
of religion and faith.” Since 1974
however, under the rule of Ali
Bhutto, the government of that
country has been persecuting the
Ahmadis but now under Zia, “it
has gone too far.”

The local Movement is taking up
the matter through the government
of Canada via local MP’s, and is
also contacting foreign embassies,
especially of Muslim countries, to
bring pressure on the Pakistan
government to put an end to the
present spate of violations.

Indo.Caribbean World .
r
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ON BEHALF of several thou-
sand Ahmadi Muslims living
across Canada I would like to
bring to your attention the most
sad and ‘shocking events taking
lace in Pakistan. Qur parents,
rothers, sisters, children and rel-
atives are getting killed, looted,
robbed, beaten. If they report
these things to the police, they
put them in jail. If someone goes
to see them or goes for their bail
they put them in the jail too.
They are repeating the same per-
secution that was faced by the
early Christians in the Roman
days. Dictator Gen. Zia ul-haq of
Pakistan even said that Ahmadi
Muslims should change their reli-
gion or leave Pakistan. I request
that you use all your influence
and resources to help stop these
acts of barbarism.

Mubarak Ahmad
Mississauga

(Zia ul-haq wouldn’t listen)

THIS IS the 20th century and
the age of computers, satellites
and advanced technology. But if
anyone wants to see a medieval
country in this age of reason and
science, he should go and visit
Pakistan. There he will find a
‘fanatic and fundamentalist gov-
,ernment with a power-drunk head
.of state in the person of Gen.
‘Zai ul-haq egho th:kli delight in
perverse activities like t-
inbg the lilémbéi’é;p dﬁ"af éry law:’
abiding, loyal an trioti -
—umdmﬁ‘rry wiio ca emselves
Ahmadi Muslims. The Ahma-
diyya movement is a very
advanced community which has
produced Nobel laureates in phys-
ics like Dr. Abdus Salam and pol-
iticians like Mohammad Zafrullah
Khan who presided over UN Gen-
eral Assembly sessions and beca-
me the president of the Court of
International Justice at The
Hague, Holland. Members of their
community are the targets of
severe persecution in Pakistan.

Hasan M. Khan

Mississauga

(Seems partition wasn't the
answer after all)

The Toronto Sun, Tuesgery March 12, 1985 11
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— Imprisoned in Pakistan for beliefs —

Ahmidadyas persec

By PAUL CARFAGNINI

In the name of Allah,
adherents to the Ahmidyya
Movement in Islam (AMI)
are being persecuted by
government authorities in
Pakistan, a spokesperson for
the religious sect has
charged.

The military dictatorship
of Pakistan's General Zia al
Hagq has ordered members of
the AMI to divorce them-
selves from the Islamic faith
and stop professing Muslim
principles, an Ahmadi mis-
sionary in Canada, Munir-
ud-Din Shams, has said. At a
press conference to an-
nounce an international com- |
paign fo mount pressure on
“‘atrocities, persecution, and
vandalism against millions,”’
Shams said six Ahmadis
have been murdered, and
more than 100 imprisoned
because of al Haq's ordi-
nance. Shams told reporters
that the four million Adhis in
Pakistan face three years
imprisonment for practising

in the Qu'ran by Muh-
ammad. ;

Pakistan’s official stance
on the issue has been out-
lined by the country’s minis-
try of religious and minority
affairs, the secretary of
which, LA. Imtaizi, said:
‘‘Anybody who claims to be a

" prophet after the prophet

Muhammad or anybody who
believes that claim puts him-
self outside the pale of
N .m < ”»

Shams said.’however, that

‘‘the rhetoric of Islamization
by the ruler of Pakistan,
General Zia, is nothing but
chicanery. They will not be
able to escape and isolate
“themselves from devine
punishment.”’

Although the religious
interpretation of the Qu’ran
has become a secular pro-
blem, Shams suggested that
the question be resolved
through debate and investi-
gation rather than ‘‘severe
persecution of alternative

ALTHOUGH PAKISTAN's
Zia ul Haq has forbidden
followers of the
Ahmadiyya Movement in
Islam to profess the
teachings of Muhammad
in that country, missio-

amic faith. interpretations”’. nary Munir-ud-Din
thi)tnsllike orthodox Muslims, _ He said the AMI has  Shamssayshewillholdby
Ahmadis profess that a initiated a campaign to pres-  the Qu'ran. Photo by
so-called Islamic messiah, S the Zia government via Paul Carfagnini

Hazrat Ahmad, annointed
the ‘‘promised people’” in
1889. According to Shams,
the AMI still respects and
adherestothetenentsdecreed

diplomatic channels. An
appeal to the United Nations,
as well as to 42 embassies in
Ottawa, has been included in
the AMI’s efforts to gain
support from the internation-
al community.

““The majority of common
Muslims do not support this
travesty, but the persecution
is lead by extremists and
fanatic mullahs,”” said
Shams.

2 slhar@ MARCH 14, 1985

ited, says Shams

TV_PRESENTATIONS

There will be two TV Programmes on CH.
May 24, 1985 from 7:00 p.m.

The first Programme will deal with the Life of the Holy Prophet, on whon
be peace, while the second will deal with the Life of the Promised Messi

In both Programmes Maulvi Muniruddin Shams, Ameer & Missionary in charge
Jamaat Ahmadiyya Canada and Br. Abdul Aziz Khalifa, National President
Jamaat Ahmadiyya will form the panel of scholars, while Br. Syed Hasanat
Ahmad will be the host for both productions.

Please watch these Programmes and encourage your friends to do so.

10 on Friday April 19 and Friday
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WHO ARE
ENEMIES

THE REAL
OF ISLAM

AHMADIS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED IN PAKISTAN ON A CHARGE CONSIDERED SO

GRAVE THAT THEY HAVE NOT BEEN ALLOWED BAIL,

THEIR ONLY ‘CRIME’ WAS

TO AFFIRM THE UNITY OF GOD AND THE TRUTH OF HIS MESSENGER.

Ahmadis in Pakistan, harassed by
officials over the inscription of the
Kalima on their mosques and houses, are
resolved more than ever to carry on
with their belief 'n the'Kalima, and to
display their love and respect for it,
regardless of the consequences. To
this end, they have been making,
wearing and distributing Kalima badges
on their caps, and displaying Kalima
Tabels in their cars.

This re-affirmation and determination
on the part of the Ahmadis not to
loosen their grip on the Kalima has
spurred the Pakistan Authorities to
press further with their persecution of
Ahmadis. Whether or not it is written
in their law books, the wearing and
displaying of the Kalima by Ahmadis has
now become a criminal offence in their
eyes.

Amirul Khalifatul

~Hazrat Momineen,
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Masih IV, in an impas<ioned address on
the 16th February, declared: “This is

the last battlefield to which the enemy
has been dragged by the decree of
Allah. This is where he will be

roundly beaten and defeated, Inshallah.
The world should be made aware of what
is happening in Pakistan, in the name
of an Islamic Government, who is
defending the Kalima and who is
attacking it."

Never 1in the history of Islam has the
persecution of any other sect been
taken to the extent that the very

tenets of Islam itself have been under

attack. In Huzur's words, “...they are
attacking both the concept of God and
the Holy Prophet, peace be on him,
because they are attacking the Kalima."
The true nature of the despotic rulers
is now apparent and it is the duty of

every Muslim to respond to the rallying
call to defend the honour of the
Kalima.

In response to Huzur's c&Hl for action,
a campaign has been launched by the
U.K. Jama'at to inform the whole world
of the despicable action of the
Pakistani Authorities. Apart from the
efforts being organized by the Jama'at,
a letter has also been despatched to
every Ahmadi in U.K. urging them to
take action on an individual level to
inform their personal friends.

Marck 1985
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