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| Editorial

It is now more than a decade that Ahmadis in Pakistan have
continuously been subjected to mental and physical torture due to
their religious belief. The Government of that country, a member .of
the United Nations Organization who has signed the UN Charter of Human
Rights, continuously and persistently denies these allegations.

Let us mention only a few incidents occurred during the
last quarter of the vear which speak loudly of Government's partiality
and bias against the Ahmadis individually and collectively.

At the end of October every vear, the four organizations of
the Jamaat, i.e. Khuddamul Ahmadiyva, Atfalul Ahmadivya, Ansarullah
and Lajna Imaillah (the Young People, the Children, the Seniors and
the Ladies Organizations) usually hold their annual Ijtimaa (conven-
tions) separately in their own town Rabwah, the International Head-
quarters of the Ahmadiyya Movement. It carries mno politcal propaganda
or activities against any party or the Government. It 1s a purely
religious gathering to provide spiritual food for its members. Just
to show to the Ahmadis, that Government is pitted against the Ahmadis,
permission was not granted for holding these meetings.

Again, the Jalsa Salana (Annual Conventiom)of the Ahmadivva
Movement which is held at Rabwah in the last week of December, every
vear, was refused permission for reasons best known to State authori-
ties alone. This Convention has been regularly held every year for
the last approximately ninety years except for the last two years
due to the hostile attitude of the government towards the Ahmadiyva
Jamaat. Rabwah is a town with 95% population of Ahmadis. Democrati-
cally they have every right and privilege to hold such meetings where
no activities prejudicial to the Government takes place. This is

purely a religious gathering in which about quarter of a million people

gather not only from various parts of Pakistan, but from all over the
world. The refusal was not only a surprise but also a shock when, on
the other hand, just a few weeks before, permission was granted to
non-Ahmadis to hold their meeting. In this meeting most of the
speeches were made maligning Ahmadivya dignitaries and openly ridi-
culing Ahwadi tenets and beliefs in filthy and abominable language.
Further it is a shame that Government took no steps against those who
provoked the Ahmadi public with their dirtv language.

The Head of the Ahmadivya Movement, Hazrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih IV advised the members of the Movement to
protest strongly against the high handed and brutal attitude of those
who consider themselves God on oarth. The complaint must be lodged
against these atrocities and injustices. But the Imam mentioned the
authority also before whom these protests and complaints are to be
presented. It shall not be before a worldly government or a world
forum or a foreign organization. Our complaints are to be presented
to God Almighty Who has all power and authority. We are full of
confidence that our supplications will not go in vain. It may take
time but they will never be rejected.

So, let us turn towards Allah, supplicate to him in the
dark of the night, in the wee hours of the mormning, when others are

(See p. 10 )




‘'were promised;

BLESSINGS UPON BLESSINGS

Those who join the heavenly movement, launch upon an arduous
journey in this world. It is strange that thev know that their journey
is long, toilsome and frightening. Still they adopt it. Simply be-
cause they are aware that the sure and shortest way to attain the love
of God is to join the Movement. And they know that sole aim of this

life is to earn the love of God.

Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam is the heavenly movement in

this age. Since its very inception, the trials are continuing and

Ahmadis are facing them cheerfully and smilingly. But God, Who raised

this Movement, has laid down a universal promise for,true ,believers
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"As for those who say, 'Our Lord is A laﬁ,' and then remain stead-

fast, the angels descend on them, reassuring them: 'Fear not, nor

grieve; and regoice in the glad tidings of the Garden which vou
"

#*

Therefore, those who trust in God and wait patiently for
His help, know that help will come through angels and their fright
and grief will vanish in no tiwme.

1f some one wants to see a specimen of the truth of this
promise let him watch this Jamaat. It is nearly a centurv when
a Caller to God (Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad) proclaimed his claim and
since that time, wave after wave of persecution has come and gone.
But the past decade has been the most severe among them all.
Again during the last couple of vears, the atrocities have been
all the more intense. But along with them the blessings of God
have become manifold. It was the Ordinance XX of April 1984 which
was*meant to paralvse the Movement. But conversely, the Jamaat is
scaling one ladder of progress after another and we would like to
mention a few of them for our readers:

1. Within last twenty months, God has granted us about a
score of grand buildings in different countries as our Mission
Houses. They include, Toronto, (Canada), England, Scotland,
Holland, France, Belgium, West Germany, U.S.A., Australia, Ivory
Coast, Uganda, Gambia, Singapore and India. They are worth millions
of dollars and exceeds ore hundred acres in total.

2. Five new missions have been established in Australia,
Brazil, Thailand, Zaire and Zambia.

3. More than sixty new branches were established in the
already established missions e.g. Sierraleone, Mauritania, Zonga,
Ruanda, Brundi, Zanzibar etc.

4. More than thirty mosques were built in various countries.

5. A gigantic leap has been taken in the field of production of
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literature. With a huge expense of about half a million dollars, a com—_]
puterised press has been acquired and stationed in London which will
print more than a dozen languages including Urdu, the language in which
the bulk of literature produced by the Promised Messiah (peace be on
him) exists and which was out of print for a considerable time. This
language requires manual caligraphy and now this computer will do the
job.

6. Complete works of the Promised Messiah (peace be on him)
have been printed and published and is available to the public in 23
volumes. The remaining 23 volumes, containing 'Malfoozat' and the
'"Tafsir-i-Kabir' (commentary of the Holy Quran by Hazrat Khalifatul
Masih II) is expected to be published in a very short time.

7. Canada Mission has acquired the most modern computer
including typewriter and monitor.

8. One thousand acres of agricultural land has been acquired
in Nigeria and Tanzania.

9. The budget of the three Anjumans (main departments of the
Jamaat at the Headquarters) i.e. Sadr Anjuman Ahmadiyya, Tahrik-i-Jadid
Anjuman Ahmadiyya and Waqf-i-Jadid Anjuman Ahmadiyya is touching the
mark of 300 million rupees (approximately forty two million dollars).

10. A grand building project was completed on an area of
more than seven acres in Indonesia.

11. A chief in Africa has donated 50 acres of land to the
mission. . :

12. A new school was established in Fiji Islands.

13. In United States of America about 80 acres of land has
been donated by devoted Ahmadis at various places.

j 14. A new building for the headduarters.of Lajna Imaillah
(Ladies Organization) has been erected at Rabwah in place of the old
one which had to be demolished as it was very old and falling apart.

15. Translations of the Holy Quran in various languages is
being done at a rapid speed. At present French, German, Kawiti and
Lugandi translations have been completed and are ready for print.

16. Our beloved Imam used to deliver his sermons, speeches
and addresses at Rabwah and Qadian which were printed and published
in various newspapers at a considerably later date. To send them over-
seas required a lot of time and effort. A gigantic step has been
taken to convey the sermons, other speeches and addresses through audio
tapes. This has boosted the spirit and faith of the members of Jawmaat
tremendously. Now Ahmadis hear the voice of the Imam in his own words
and in his own voice within a very short time after its delivery.

Compare all these achievements and blessings with the condi-
tions prevailing during the days of the Promised Messiah, Khalifatul




Masih. I, .or .even Khalifatul .Masih .IT and .IIIrd.  Those who remember,
know that in those days call was made for a few thousand rupees. Now
the call is for hundreds of thousands or millions and is a pride to
say that Jamaat rises to its occasion and never lags behind.

So, despite the trials and tribulations, we are marching
ahead. This is by the grace of God. Let us pray and prayv earnestly
for those who are being crushed in the mill of trials. May God help
them and those painful times may end for them. For all the blessings
God has bestowed upon us, we bow our heads before Him, and offer our

humblest gratitude.

MAJLIS ANSARULLAH CANADA

MAJLIS ANSARULLAH CANADA announces the appointment of office-bearers and

requests those Ahmadi brothers who have attained the age of 40 to please
register themselves with their respective Zaeem. Where there are at the
present no established Zeemat, brothers are requested to contact the
Zaeem nearest to them or the Regional Naib Nazim-e-Aala.

For the purposes of greater facility, Canada has been divided into two

Regions (East & West) with the Ontario/Manitoba border being the leldlng

line. Naib Nazameen-e-AAla have been appointed to administer these.
NAIB NAZAMEEN-e-AALA

Western Region Br. Taimur Ahmad Chugtai
Eastern Region Br. Rafiq Zia
MAJLIS AMLA CANADA
Secretary Br. Mirza Igbal
Secty Mal Br. Shaikh Mushtag Ahmad
Tabligh Br. Ch. Khalil Ahmad
" Taleem-o-Tarbiyyat Br. Isa Jan Khan
" Umoor-i-Ama Br. Daud Ahmad
" Ishaat Br. Nasir Ahmad Hamayun
ZOAVMA WESTERN REGION
EDMONTON Dr. Mirza Mohyuddin
SASKATOON Br. Shaukat Ali Naseem
VANCOUVER Br. Ch. Nasir Ahmad
CALGARY Br. Mirza R. Ahmad (Acting)
ZOAMA EASTERN REGION
MONTREAL Br. Abdul Manan Qureshi
OTTAWA Br. Sufi Ahmad Aziz
SUDBURY Br.Bashir Ahmad Shad
BRAMALEA Br. Mahmud Rajput
TORONTO Br. M. Sherrief Baksh

CHANDA ANSARULLAH

All Ansar brothers are hereby reminded of their financial obligations
which are as follows:-

CHANDA MAJLIS - 1% of net income

CHANDA IJTIMA - 1%% annually of one month's income
CHANDA ISHAAT - $2.50 annually

MARKAZIA GUEST HOUSE - $50.00

i

PLEASE ATTEND TO THESE CONTRIBUTIONS. JAZAKUM ALLAH.
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Amnesty International Report

Ahmadis in Pakistan are being continuously persecuted and
due to state control of the media, such news are stiffled and do not
reach the free world. Amnesty International is an organization which
goes into such incidents and advises concerned governments to restore
their due rights to free citizens of that country wherever they are
denied. Following is the report with only a few incidents and calls
on the Pakistan Government to restore the rights of Ahmadis and with-
draw Ordinance XX of 1984 and prosecution of Ahmadis should be stopped
because of their religious beliefs. We know that no heed is or will
be paid to such reports but we earnestly pray for our brethren in
Pakistan that these trials through which they are passing may come to
an end as early as possible.

Al Index: ASA 33/56/85

Amnesty International,
International Secretariat,
1 Easton Street,

London WC1X 8DJ

United Kingdom.

7 November 1985.

ARRESTS AND IMPRISONMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE AHMADIYYA COMMUNI4.

TY IN PAKISTAN.

Amnesty International is concerned that since the amendment
of the Pakistan Penal Code, introduced by presidential order in April
1984, members of the Ahmadiyya community in Pakistan face arrest and
imprisonment because of their religious beliefs and the practice of
these, contrary to the relevant international standards contained in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 1981 UnitedNations
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Introlerance and of
Discrimination Based on Religion and Belief. Amnesty International
has therefore urged the Government of Pakistan to withdraw the amend-~
ments to the Penal Code affecting the Ahmadiyya community and to.
permit freedom of religion to all its citizens.
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Background

Established in the 19th century and taking its name from
its founder, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Ahmadivva community has about
10 million members worldwide, of whom the majority, some three to
four million, live in Pakistan. The community is regarded as hereti-
cal by orthodox Muslims because it calls its founder al-Masih (the
Messiah); this is taken as implying that Muhammad was not the final
"seal of the prophets" as orthodox Islam holds, but could be follow-
ed bv others. According to Ahmadis, their faith does not involve any
denial of the Prophet Muhammad's status because Mirza Ghulam did not
claim to bring a new revelation of divine law which would replace
or supersede the Koran.
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Arrests of members of the Ahmadiyva.

|

Twice -in-Pakistan's-history, in:-1953 -and 1974, -agitation
against the Ahmadiyva community has led to serious bloodshed.
Following the 1974 disturbances, the then government of Prime Minis-
ter Zulfikar Ali Bhutto introduced a constitutional amendment pro-
viding that the Ahmadivva community be considered a non-Muslim minori-
ty.

In April 1984, President Zia-ul-Haq promulgated Ordinance
XX of 1984 amending the Penal Code and banning Ahmadis from calling
themselves Muslims, using Muslim practices in worship and preaching
or propagating their faith. Penalties under this amendment include
a three-vear prison sentence. The presidential order and penal code
amendments were challenged as being contrary to the injunctions of
Islam through petitions brought by members of the Ahmadiyya community
before the Federal Shari'a Court and the Supreme Court, but both’
petitions were rejected.

Discussion on the situation of the Ahmadiyva community has
taken place at the United Nations Sub-Commission on the Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. At its August 1985
session, the Sub-Commission passed a resolution which:

"Expresces 1its grzve concern at the promulgation of Ordi
nance XX of 28 April 1985 which, prima facie, violates

the right to liberty and security of persons, the right

to freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention, the right
to freedom of thought, exprssion, conscience and religion,
the right of religious minorities to profess and practice
their own religion and the right to an effective legal
remedy;"

The resolution further:

"Requests the Commission on Human Rights to call on the
Government of Pakistan to repeal Ordinance XX and to res-
tore the human rights and freedoms of all persons in its
jurisdiction."

Since the prokulgation of Irdinance XX of April 1984 Ammnesty
International has received numerous reports of the arrest of Ahwadis
throughout the countrv, many of whom were accused of professing
to be Muslims, using Muslim epithets or forms of address, practicing
their religion or possessing or distributing literature about it.
Place of worship belonging to the Ahmadiyva community have been
subject to assault by non-Ahmadis, who have painted out verses of
the Koran displayed on the walls, and Ahmadis have reportedlv been
subject to discrimination, foir example in employment and education
facilities. Some observers have noted that a situation has been
permitted to develop in which Ahmadis may be subjected to assault,
persecution or provocation by other non-Ahmadi citizens without
law enforcement authorities providing adequate protection or
redress. Several prominent Ahmadis have been murdered and in most
cases no arrests have yét been made in -connection with these offences.

The extent to which the restrictions impinge on the regular
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religiousIpracticefof,Ahmadis-is,démonstnated by the ‘case of Mohammad
Yousaf of Mansehra, North West Frontier Province. The small Ahmadi
population in this area is reported to have experienced especial
difficulties. There is a large training school for mullah (local
religious leaders) in Mansehra, which has considerable influence

in the district.

Mohammad Yousaf, an emplovee of the government transport
services, was charged and tried in 1985 with violating the recently
amended Penal Code. He was accused of having called the Azan (the
Muslim praver call), led congregational pravers and observed Iftikaf
(a form of worship where one is engaged fully in praver and medi-
tation during the last 10 davs of Ramazan). In January 1985 he was
found guilty by the local magistrate of "posing as a Muslim" and
preaching and propagating his faith. He was sentenced to one vear's
imprisonment and a fine of 500 rupees. Mohammad Yousaf had been
detained for some 37 davs following his arrest in mid 1984 before
bail could be obtained for him. He was appealing against his
conviction and sentence as of mid 1985.

Another member of the Ahmadivya community arrested around
the same time was Rana Karamatullah. On 4 June 1984, Karamatullah
greeted Muslims by the phrase assalam-o-alakum, the standard form of
greeting in Islamic countries.” One of the persons present objected
to this phrase being used ‘byvan Ahmadi considering this to have been
forbidden since the April 1984 restrictions on the community. An
exchange between Karamatullah and the other man is then understood
to have taken place during which it is alleged, according to the
complaint filed with the police a few hours later, that Karamatullah
made abusive remarks about Islam. Karamatullah was thus arrested.

He was held in police custody for 26 days before bail was granted to
him. In March 1985 he was sentenced by a magistrate to six month's
imprisonment and a fine-of 1,000 rupees. The charge on which he

was actually convicted was that of having deliberately and mali-
ciously insulted the religion and religious belief of another indi-
vidual and he was acquitted on the charge of professing to be a
Muslim. Defence counsel had argued that the accusation that Karamat-
ullah had maligned Islam was false and that some of the prosecution
‘witnesses testifying in court were known to have attended meetings

of local mullah during which criticism of Ahmadis was made. He
further pointed out that a period of over two hours elapsed between
the time of the alleged offence and the time when it was reported

to the police, although a police post was only a short distance away,
hence casting suspicion on the validity of the complaint. Held for
several days in jail following the trial, Karamatullah was again
released on bail pending appeal to the Sessions Court against both
conviction and sentence. The outcome of the appeal, due to have
been heard a few months later, is not vet known.

Some hundreds of Ahmadis have also been arrested, mostly
for'short periods, in Sind province during 1985. For ~example on
22 February police are reported to have gone to the Ahmadis place
of worship in the Drigh Road area in the early hours of the morning
to request the community to remove the Kalima (the Islamic creed)
and other religious verses from the building. When the Ahmadis
refused to do this, the police are then said to have put a coating
of cement on parts of the building to cowver Islamic inscriptions
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on it. . Fortv-two Ahwadis congregated there for pravers are

reported to have been arrested. Amnesty International has no
precise information on the charges subsequently filed against
them but according to one daily newspaper published in Karachi:
"Thirty six Ahmadis were rounded up by the police for allegedly
displaving the 'Kalima' on badges and banners' (Dawn 23 February
1985). All except one were subsequently released on bail. As of
mid 1985 the case against them was not known to have been brought
to court.

During April and May 1985 over 100 Ahmadis were rarrested
in the Tharparkar district of Sind province. Ahmadi youths in the
area had started wearing badges bearing the inscription of the Kalima,
in open defiance of the restrictions on their community. The arrests
began around 24 April, with several young men being arrested each
day until mid-May. The arrests were made either under the revised
Penal Code sections governing the Ahmadis' activities or under Penal
Code provisions relating to "breach of the peacej;. A number of those
arrested were reported to have been severely beaten by the police.

A medical report produced following the examination of three prisoners
some days after their arrest noted bruises and abrasions such as
could have been inflicted with a hard, blunt instrument. Other
youths were reported to have been beaten with chains or clubs, some-
times when naked, and two vouths were reportedly tied suspended

from a tree for some two hours in the heat of the sun.

All those arrested for wearing Kalima badges were released
on bail after several days or longer in detention. As of mid 1985,
none of those charged had yet been tried. Whilst detained, sowme of
the vouths were transferred to Mithi Jail, located in a part of the
district distant from their homes. This was felt to be especially
harsh treatment since the jail is generallv only used for prisoners
convicted of criminal offences.

In addition to the arrest of youths wearing the Kalima
badge, approximately 30 prominent Ahmadis of the Tharparkar district
were also detained at this time. Thev were held under the provisions
of the Maintenance of Public Order Ordinance in administrative deten-
tion (without formal charge) for some 30 days.

Again in Sind province dozens of members of the Ahmadivya
community were arrested in late May 1985, in Sukkur district. Sukkur
is also an area where there has reportedly been regular agitation
against Ahmadis since April 1984. The Amir (head of the Ahmadivva
community) had been stabbed to death on I May 1984. On 23 May 1985
two bombs exploded at a mosque in Sukkur, resulting in two people
being killed and at least 12 injured. The Ahwadivva community was
seemingly held to be responsible for the explosion, an accusation
the communitv denies. An article in the July 1985 edition of a
monthlv journal The Herald, published in Pakistan, noted with refer-
ence to the Sukkur bomb explosion: "Police sources believe that the
Khatm-e-Nabuwat group (an Islamic sect) have placed the blame for
this incident on the Qadianis'" ( a name by which the Ahmadis are
also known). It is also said there has been longstamding animosity
between the Khatam-e-Nabuwat and another Islamic sect with members
in Sukkur.

St S e i e T T e et
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Many male_members_of,the-Ahm&divya"communitv in Sukkur
were arrested in the days following the bomb explosion. Women and
children were reportedly taken fron their homes and confined in a
camp for several days. hen a group of Ahmadis went from Karachi to
Sukkur to find out what was happening to their community, they were
also reported to have been arrested.

Out of the total number of some two dozen or more Ahmadis
arrested, all except seven had been released after about two weeks.
Two of the seven, Mr. Qureshi Nasir Ahmad, an Assistant Professor -at
the Sukkur Government Education College, and Mr. Rafi Ahmed Qureshi,
an atteundant at a thermal power station, are sons of the late Amir,
murdered the vear earlier. Another, Mr. Mohammad Avub, a 26-year-ol.
full time worker of the community, was arrested on 27 May 1985 on hi.
return from a visit to the Ahmadivya's headquarters in Rabwah. His
wife and one vear old daughter were also taken into custody but
were released when the other Prisoners threatened to undertake a
hunger~strike. As of mid August, the seven men had not been formally
charged but were being held under sections of the Penal Code (in-
cluding the section covering punishment for the offence of murder),
the Explosives Act and martial law regulations. At that time it was
unclear (Until martial law is lifted in Pakistan, which is due to
take place by 1 January 1986, the martial law authorities retain
powers to direct cases to militarv courts, as they deem appropriate.)
Should the case be sent for trial before a civil court, the pPrisoners
would be able to file for bail.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides that
"Evervone has the freedom of thought, conscience and religion;
this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and

Or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice,
worship and obnservance" (Article 18). Amnesty International believes
that these rights are denied to members of the Ahmadiyva community in
Pakistam. It therefore calls upon the Government of Pakistan to reg-
tore these rights through the withdrawal of Ordinance XX of 1984

and  further urges that all prosecutions at bPresent pending against

any person subsequently charged be tried by a court offering all
internationally established minimum legal safeguards for a fair trial.

(Continued from page 2 )

EDITORIAL

sleeping and we should pray to Him individually as well as collective-
ly. We firmly believe in miracles and have witnessed them with our
own eyes. It is sure and definite that God is with us and He will
come to the aid of our brethren in Pakistan as He always did in the

ast. i
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Our.Edmonton jamaat’s activities

Our Edmonton Jamaat celebrated second Religious Founders
Day on Thursday, November 28, 1985. It was a big success. Despite
very foul weather and bitter cold, about 260 people were present
in the meeting and most of them local Canadians. Following is a
short description, how it was observed.

 The Symposium was planned about three months in advance.
The University of Alberta, this vyear as well, agreed to sponsor
the event. This gave us the advantage of a free lecture theatre
and advertisement throughout the Universitv.

Large number of posters were posted throughout University
area, shopping malls, down town and Community locations. Fliers
were distributed at a large scale and 450 letters along with invi-
tation cards were mailed to various addresses. 200 churches and
other religious institutions were also sent invitations. Announce-
ments were sent to the various papers and the Radio.

Brother Muzaffar Ahmad Zafar, the National President of

U.S. Jamaat was requested to speak on Islam which he kindly accepted.

From Toronto, Brother Ataul Wahid was invited to give a brief intro-
duction of the Ahmadiyva Movement. ©Other speakers were, Father
Wallace Platt for Christianity, Rabbi Haim Kemelman for Judaism,

Mr. Sushil Kalia for Hinduism and Mr. Gurhimat Singh Khalsa for
Sikhism. Father Wallace Platt acted as Chairman and Brother Ataul
Wahid was his assistant.

The Programme started with the recitation of the Holy
Quran. Then Brother Ataul Wahid gave a brief background of the
Ahmadivya Movement in Islam and its history. He alsc explained
the purpose of symposium in conjunction with Quranic teachings
that "among every people a messenger was raised."

The first speech was of Father Wallace Platt on the sub-
ject of concept of salvation as presented by Prophet Jesus (peace
be on him). Second speech was presented by Mr. Sushil Kalia on
Hinduism. Brother Muzaffar Ahmad Zafar was the third speaker to
speak on the concept of salvation as presented bv the Holy Prophet
Mohammad (peace and blessings of God be upon him) and on his life.
He explained that this concept was based on 'Tagqwa' and 'Aamal-i-
saliha' (good deeds) and mentioned Allah's attribute of 'Rahmanivyvyat’
in this regard.

Following Brother Muzaffar's speech was a short break in
which participants had a chance to view our literature and some was
given free. Coffee and refreshments were also served.

Fourth speaker was Rabbi Haim Kemelman who spoke on the
life of Prophet Moses and Jewish concept of salvation. Last speech
was by Mr. Gurhimat Singh Khalsa on Sikhism.

After the speeches a very interesting Question/Answer

Session was held for about forty five minutes. Most of the questions

were addressed to Brother Muzaffar Ahmad Zafar on the subject of
salvation in Islam. It was a delight to see how Brother Muzaffar
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! answered those guestions.in.a-verv-satisfactory manner. After the
i Symposium, manv people expressed the opinion that the presentation
| on Islam was the best among all. '

they enjoyed the evening very much.

1 oIt is distressing to note that some other Muslim people
tried to put all possible hurdles in holding the Symposium. But
by the grace of God all went well and their nefarious designs did
; not bear anv fruit, Alhamdo 1illah.

Reports about the symposium covered by the Press are given
elsewhere in thisg issue.

AHMADIYYAT DISCUSSED AT MEETING ABOUT PAKISTAN_

Mr. Shakeel Ahmad of Downsview wasg invited at Driftwood
Community Centre to speak on Pakistani culture. He gave background
of the birth of Pakistan, its short history, culture and brief
account of present conditions. : During the discussion, Ahmadiyya
Movement was also mentioned .that like many other sects of Islam,
Ahmadis are also one of them who are very sincere and devoted about
acting on the precepts of Islam. After the speech, there were several
questions also which were answered in appropriate manner., Some
literature, suitable for the occasion was also distributed among the
audience. :

MAJLIS ANSARULLAH CANADA

MAJLIS ANSARULLAH CANADA held a country-wide test based on the book
"BLESSINGS OF PRAYER'. Hereunder are the results: -

ZEEAMAT OF SASKATOON 1st: Dr. Shahab Ahmad; 2nd: Br. Mirza Irshad
Ahmad

ZEEAMAT OF MONTREAT 1st: Br. Abdul Manan Qureshi

ZEEAMAT OF SUDBURY 1st: Br. Bashir A. Shad; 2nd: Br. Nadr Al-Hosni

ZEEAMAT OF BRAMALEA 1st: Br. M.Ahmad Shah; 2nd: Br. Mahmud Rajput

ZEEAMAT OF TORONTO 1st: Br. Isa Jan Khan & Br. Mirza Fazlur Rahman;
2nd: Br. Hasan Mohammad Khan Arif

ALL CANADA 1st: Dr. Shahab Ahmad; 2nd: Br. Mirza Irshad Ahmad
We wish to congratulate all the winners and thank all thoso Ansar

reason or the other, to do come forward in all up-coming Tests, May
Allah help us all. Ameen.

May Allah reward all the participants oyt of His sheer grace and mercy
and may He help them all to continue with greater zeal and enthusiasm,
May He help us all realise our duties and obligations, which we ag
Ahmadis owe, and may He help us all fulfil them with utter despatch
and diligence, all for His love and glory. Ameen. May Allah Almighty

il be ever with all of us, May He bless and gu;de us to the paths of

| righteousness and keep us under HiS'protectloo. Ameen.

et




In the company of the JLIMUA W

Our brother, Ataul Wahid, was in London in the last week of
November, 1985 and stayed at our Mission House there. We requested
him for a brief account of his stay and his impressions of the work
being carried on at our London Mission. Following is a brief account
which he has sent us and we are presenting it to our readers for their
benefit. '

"I was by the grace of Allah, able to visit London from
November 19 to 27, 1985. I stayed in the guest house across from
the London Mosque and attended as many prayers in the mosque as I
could because Huzur always lead the prayers.

I had five private audiences with Huzur, and was allowed
to ask many questions during Majlis-i-Irfan and taped two half hour
video interviews, which took two hours. Huzur was very happy to see
me and made me feel quite at ease during our discussions, as I get
very nervous in his presence as most people do.

All of our dissussions centred around one topic - tabligh.
Huzur is verv concerned about tabligh in North America and is very
anxious to establish missions in South America. I will briefly men-
tion the highlights of our discussions.

Huzur does not want us to waste our time with fanatical
Christians. He suggested we approach people leaning towards commun-
ism and mysticism, as they are already searching. He also wants us
to approach Native Canadian Indians and offer them spiritual treasureg
not material benefits. He said this would be good practice for South
American Indians. Huzur wants us to concentrate on the youth of
Canada as their minds are still open. Lectures in High Schools,
colleges and universities were stressed. I suggested that each
Ahmadi familv in Canada choose one Canadian with discretion and
of fer him or her extra friendship and love. Many British and Ameri-
cans were converted this way, Huzur thought this was a good idea.

I also ‘suggested a Central Tabligh Information Centre which will
soon be a realitv. During the Majlis-i-Irfan I asked Huzur the
best way to preach to an atheist and how to bring youth away from
drugs and alcohol. These tapes are dated November 21 and 22, 85,
and should be of interest.

During the video interview I asked Huzur how a seeker
after truth can choose a religion, how he could justify Ahmadiyvat
as being true, the pitfalls of interest and other eccnomic questions.
His answers were very enlightening and the tapes are available at
the Downsview Mission House. Hopefully these will soon be presented
on television.

Our beloved Imam is a tower of strength. We have been
trulv blessed with Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad and should always remem-
ber him in our prayers. We cannot forget for a moment the great
responsibility and pressures that are on his shoulders. His position

i
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On a more personal note, during my last interview with
Huzur,. he asked me why I had not attended the morning walk. T
informed him that my feet were sore because I had to borrow shoeg
and thev fit poorly, He said it was just as well because that day
walk was rather brisk. I was very surprised to hear this because
struggled to keep up with Huzur on the previous day. T humbly ask,
Huzur to please refrain from taking up running as a form of exerci:
He laughed very loudly, and when Huzur laughs, it fills me with suc
pleasure. I then attempted to thank him for giving me so much of
his precious time. He interrupted me and said that thanking him
Was not necessary and then proceeded to thank me for coming. I hac
to leave for the airport after Fajr prayer and positioned myself or
the road so I could wave goodbve to him as he drove by on his way t
park. To my surprise he stopped the car, got out and hugged me,

Another aspect of my trip I would like to mention is the
dedication of our brothers who came to London with Huzur. They wor
sixteen hours a day seven days a week and all deserve our special
pravers. The time I spent in London was by far the most rewarding
and enriching of my life. I can now understand how men have in the

SPECIAL PRAYERS REQUESTED

Daughter of Brother Wasir Maslan will be undergoing operation
of spine.

2. Brother Yasin Razak of Toronto is out of hospital, but still
weak and needs prayers.

3. Chaudhri Abdul Majid of Ottawa suffered a severe accident,
4. Chaudhri Mubashar Ahmad of Mississauga had oper heart surgery.
Pravers for all brothers and sisters are requested.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF CONDOLENCE

Dr. Mian Mohammad Tahir of Portland U.S.A. has expressed
his hearty thanks for the loving co-operation” and expression of
sincere coudolences by all the members of Jamaat Ahmadiyya, Toronto
on the sad demise of his mother, Mrs. Mian Attaullah. He says that
this sincere love is 2 miracle of the Promised Messiah which exists
among the members of the Jamaat. This was a great consolation to
all the bereaved family and they are grateful to all the brothers.
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Re the article, Herald Nov. 30, by Mark Tait
describing miracles of healing through prayer.

I would like to mention in this connection
that in Islam, as it claims, the acceptance of
prayer is a means of enabling people to attain
union with God. When a person prays to God
his or her prayers are accepted, provided these
are made in a manner, and are continued up to
the point, appointed for their acceptance.

This stage is open to all. God hears the
prayers of everyone who prays to Him in his
distress, to whatever religion he may belong.

God also accepts prayers in a miraculous way
and I describe the following incident that
proved, through prayer, the healing attribute of
our God in a very clear way:

In a school established by the founder of the
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, at Qadian,
India, a student named Abdul Karim joined this
school from a place in south India, nearly 1,600
miles away. While he was there, he was bitten
by a mad dog and was sent for treatment to the

. Pasteur Institute at Kasauli.

After he had his treatment, it was considered
.‘that he was out of danger. On returning to Qa-
dian, however, he had an attack of hydrophobia
and developed the symptoms and suffered the
tortures by which this terrible disease is always
attended. He developed contraction of the
throat muscles, convulsive dread of water, excess
of fear, sleeplessness, fits of mania during which
he felt a strong desire to attack and injure those
who attended upon him — acts of which he felt
ashamed during intervals of relief when he
begged his attendants to leave him lest he

Healing through prayer
experienced in Islam

should do them harm. _
He grew rapidly worse, and a telegram was
sent by the headmaster of the school to the
director of the Pasteur Institute at Kasauli
enquiring whether anything could be done for
the boy. The reply was received saying, “Sorry,
nothing can be done for Abdul Karim.” :
As the boy belonged to a distant place and
the people of that part of the country were illit-
erate and ignorant, it was feared that his death
would have a very ill effect on them. The found-
er of Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, who had
claimed himself to be the Promised Messiah of
the age, was informed. He was very deeply af-
fected by the boy’s condition and prayed to God
for his recovery. His prayer was heard and
Abdul Karim, whose life had been absolutely
despaired of and whose sufferings were terrible
to witness, was restored to health by God, in

_consequence of the Promised Messiah's

prayers.”

This incident occurred in the year 1907 AD.
Those who are conversant with medical science
are aware that there has not been a single case
in which a person actually attacked by hydro- -
phobia has been saved. This one is surely a
miracle of healing through prayer.... 2,

During the life of the founder of the Ahma-

diyya Movement, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
of Qadian, India, hundreds of such incidents
have occurred wherein impossible events took
place in consequence of his prayers to God and

. a large number of people in Asia, Europe or

America became the witness of his signs.
MOHAMMAD SAEED,

- Calgary.

We have received letters from the two ministers of our Province,
The Minister of Citizenship and Culture and Minister Without
Portfolio, wishing our readers a happy Holiday Season and health
to all. We are reproducing them both for the benefit of every-

one.




Minister Ministry of  Ministére des ?tyhélioor e g‘; élage .
. s v ‘ . oor Street Wes 1 loor
pinstee Cttszenshlp Affaires civiques Torantor. Ontario To::aL-:Z. C;:farioo
and Culture et culturelles M7A 2R9 M7A 2R9
(416) 965-8098 (416) 965-8098

Dear Friends:

As Minister of Citizenship and Culture for the Province
of Ontario, I'm happy to offer my warmest season's
greetings to the staff and readers of The Review of
Religion (Ahmadiyya Gazette).

As this year ends and a new one approaches, we can
reflect on the past and anticipate the future. I think
we as a province can be proud of our past
accomplishments and confident of our future. During
the past twelve months residents of Ontario have
enjoyed a thriving cultural life. The profusion of
multicultural festivals that have taken place this year
has given us an unexcelled opportunity to experience
the vitality of many of the cultural groups that make
up this province.

In addition to the cultural contributions of our
multicultural groups, I recognize and support their
socio-economic contributions to life in this province.
It is this willingness to participate in all levels of
Jife that make Ontario a bona fide multicultural
province. The strong foundation on which we have built
this harmonious society will ensure that future
generations will continue to share a true appreciation
of each others' customs and cultures.

I know the forthcoming year promises to bring us more
of the same spirit of sharing and giving that has
characterized this past one.

Again, my very best wishes for a happy and healthy
holiday season.

Sincerely yours,

Lily Munro
Minister
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Minister Ministre
Without sans
Portfolio  portefeuille

Ministry of Citizenship
and Culture

6th tloor

77 Bloor Street West
Toronto, Ontario

M7A 2R9

{416) 965-1122

Ministére des Affaires
civiques et culturelles
6€ étage

77 ouest, rue Bloor
Toronto, Ontario
M7A 2R9

(416) 965-1122

Dear Friends:

With the approach of the holiday:season and a new year,
I am happy to have this opportunity to share my
thoughts on Ontario's splendid multicultural society
with the staff and readers of The Review of Religion
(Ahmadiyya Gazette).

As Minister without portfolio in the Ministry of
Citizenship and Culture, I look with pride upon the
accomplishments of this past year. The more I see
Ontario's thriving multicultural communities, the more
I feel confident of our successful future as a truly
multicultural society. Ontario is an example to the
world of how a multitude of cultural groups can live
and work together in harmony.

This past year has been one of sharing and
partnerships. I take great pride in our province's
successes —- successes in which our multicultural
communities have played a starring role.

I look forward to another year of discovering the
wealth of human resources that make this province such
an exciting place to live. I anticipate with pleasure
the new steps we will take together to create a
fulfilling, satisfying life for every resident of
Ontario.

May the forthcoming holiday season be one of health,
happiness and prosperity for you all.
Sincerely yours,

Tony Ruprecht

!




Ottawa, K1A 0A2
December 13, 1985

Sanctions against South Africa in Fésponse to the apartheig
f the Botha r me,

Our goal ijg to foster Peaceful change ang reform
in South Africa. we feel he following changes are

at ¢
hecessary as an indication that south Africa ijg moving away
from apartheid. common citizenship and political rights




As means of encouraging the Botha regime to take
these steps, our Government has taken a series of measures
which have been outlined in the enclosed statements by The
Right Honourable Joe Clark, Secretary of State for External
Affairs. These measures leave in no doubt Canada's
opposition to apartheid, yet they leave the way open for
continued contact and dialogue which increase Canada's
capacity to encourage the process of change in South
Africa.

I also believe that collective action on the part
of the members of the international community will be
instrumental in influencing the government of South
Africa. Having recently returned from the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting in Nassau, I can take
considerable satisfaction in the genuirie and effective
consensus that was achieved. Our common purpose will be
clearly understood.

It is my fervent hope that through continued
political dialogue we will succeed in avoiding the dreadful
prospect of violent conflict which presently looms over
South Africa and which threatens the peace and stability of
the entire South African region. Nevertheless, my
Government has said to Canadians that if there are not
fundamental changes in South Africa, we are prepared to
invoke total sanctions against that country. If there is
no progress in the dismantling of apartheid, our relations
with South Africa may have to be severed absolutely.

I would like to thank you once again for giving
me the benefit of your comments. Let me assure you that
the Government of Canada is closely monitoring the
situation in South Africa and we look forward to seeing
some positive changes in the very near future.

With every good wish,

Yours sincerely,

Mﬁl{aﬁ‘ﬂ

Mr . Naseer Ahmad,
Secretary, Public Relations,
The Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam,
1306 Wilson Avenue,
Downsview, Ontario.
M3M 1HS
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Views of salvation

By PAUL DE GROOT

Journal Steff Writer

Neat distinctions among world
religions on their views of salva-
uon were bluired last week at a
symposium of five religions.

The conceni of salvation by
grace, often- consideied to be a
uniguely Christian idea, is, also
present in Islam, said Muzaffar
Zaffar, president. of the Ahma-
diyya Movement in Islam, U.S.A.

Mochammed himself, sent by
God as an example so that all
could draw nearer to God through
his life and teachings, said he
could get to heaven only through
the grace of God, Zaffar said at

the symposium, sporsored by the

Ahmadiyya Movement in Edmon-
ton,

About 250 people filled a lecture
ball at the University of Alberta
for the symposium. -

Asked further about the role of
300d works in Islam, Zaffar said
that Jesus too said “faith without
works is vain,” nor could works
witiout faith achieve salvation.

Rabbi Haim Kcmelman of Beth
Shalom Synagogue in Edmonton
said God is not limited to saving
those who participate in only cer-
tain rituals,

Salvation for all
“In our (Jewish) concept of
salvation, any person of any faith
or of no faith who fulfils hirnself in
humanity and divinity is worthy of
salvation in the world to come.”

The story of Moses and the
burning bush, said Kemelman,
demonstrates that “Ged is whefe
we see the light, in the desert or in
our house of worship. We are ca-

pable of creating out of the wilder-
ness, out of the desert, a place of
holy ground,”

The “ultimate altar” is “that on
which  each person stands,”
Kemelman said.

“He becomes the altar of kind-
ness and divinity, ready to give

himself, sacrifice for neighbor and
friend.”

Translated into everyday life,
that means avoiding idolatry of all
kinds, and unthinking conform-
ism,

“Don’t stand silently when evil
is done,” Kemelman urged. “Don’t
hate your brother in your heart,
even if he doesn’t know it, because
you are consuming part of , your
life in your hatred.” R
- God needs human beings as
much as human beings need God,
Kemelman said. When God said,
in Genesis, “let us make man in
our own image,” the “us” included
humanity itself, Kemelman said.

Jesus showed the way

_Father Wallace Platt, president
of 'St. Joseph’s College in Edmon-

ton, said”Jesus’ sacvifice pointed’

the way for the salvation of
h N . . 4

" “It is understood to be an act of
consummalte love” .

The Christian’s response to
God comes not from a fear of pun-
ishment, but from “the love of
God manifest in Jesus.”

Sushil Kalia, president of the
Hindu Society of Edmonton, said
happiness comes from service to
all and from avoiding undue at-
tachment to sensual things.

“Actions based on attachments
are the cause of suffering” anc
liberation of the soul from the
cycle of birth and re-birth comes

through knowledge, disinterest cr
detachment from sensual and tem-
poral things. devotion and medita.

tion.

“The Universe is a constant
struggle between spirit and matter.
The potential greatness of the soul
is overshadowed by the sense of
the material and attachmeént to the
sensual.”

Gurhimat Sing Khalsa of the
Sikh Society of Edmonton said his
faith recognizes all prophets as
gifts of God to mankind.

Sikhism emphasizes the oneness
of God, and liberation of the soul
from five main evils: lustful think-
ing. anger, greed, attachment ané

pride. Meditation and repetition of
the name of God is a particularly

important way to concentrate on
the attributes of God, he said.

At a similar symposium last
year, intra-Muslim conflict sur-
faced. The Ahmadiyyas are a rela-
tively small sect that believes that
Ghulam Ahmad Qadiyani, who
died in 1908, was the Messigh
promised in Muslim, Jewish and
Christign scriptures, a belief which
other Muslims consider heretical,
In Pakistan, where their religion
was founded, the Ahmadiyya
movement has been officially de-
clared to be a non-Muslim faith,

This year, Christians in the
andience: provided.  the most
pointed comments, One asked
Kemelman how he would interpret
a passage in the book of Isaiah,

which says “unto you a child wii}
be born,” considered by Christians
to be a reference to Jesus.

Kemelman responded that “the




Read these two news items about the ‘birthdav of our
and blessings of Allah be on him) The Ahmadi Muslim
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Holy Prophet (peace
¢ who sacrifice
who try to emulate him

their all, for the sake of their Holv Prophet,
in true sense, who want to act on each and every
who have the weeuest desire to mould their leves

teaching of Islam and
aclo¥ding

Politans b5 es

"Ahmedia rally on
Eid Milad banned

RABWAH, Nov.. 24: The
local administration has ordered

the President of local Anjuman.

Ahmedia,  Rabwah, Hakim
_ Khurshid Ahmad, for not taking
out. any procession or holding
any meeting in connectinn with
the 12th Rabi-ul-Awwal, the
Holy Prophet's birthday.

The President of local Anju-
man Ahmedia has protested.
against the  administration's
order and approached the Prime
Minister, Governor Punjab, Chisf
Minister, Punjab, D.C.,.“Jhang,
and S.P., Jhang, in this con-
nection. — PP,

-banned even to sing and chant
hhis praises and celebrate

to his eommandments have been

not the birthdav but to hold
Seeratun Nabi meeting (Life
of the Holy Prophet) in
Rabwah, their own town.

On the other hand, those who
are todav treading on the
"footsteps of western people,
who observe their birthdavs

by cutting decorated cakes,
thave been permitted to do
lwhatever thev like. They

jare celebrating Holv Prophet's
¢birthdav bv cutting 80 1bs.
‘cake which will be eaten later
on by them ard not by acting
on his sacred teachings.

That do vou think about these two news

items?

THEY ARE POLES
44 Winnipeg Free Press, Saturday, N
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Tomorrow marks Mohammad’s

By Ijaz Ahmad Qamar

The Prophet of Islam Moham.
mad, who lived from 570 to 632, was

born in Mecca on the 12th

Palistau
Lahove

One-maund cake to
be cut on Eid Milad

BY A STAFF REPORTER - --
To celebrate the auspicious
occasion of  Eid Milad-un-Nabi,
(birthday) of the Holy Prophe_t
(peace be upon him), Anjuman-i-
Khadmeen-i-Auliai Allah, Lahore
has decided to cut a one-maund
cake, . B
The cake will be cut by the
chief guest before the inaygura-
tion of the Markazi procession
on November 26. )
. A decision in this behalf
was taken on Friday at a meet-
ing held 'witx- Mr, Faiz Ahmad
Chishti in the chair. ;

Faith

APART,
y, November 23, 1585
L L R e i A ST T S

birthday

trymen. He is the only person with
that title in Arab history. In other
respects, however, he was just a
human being — neither more nor

of the less. He possessed no supernatural

lustrate his character,

- Mohammad set a high ‘standard
in matters of religious tolerance,
Once a deputation from a Christian
tribe in Narjan visited him in Me-

lunar month of Rabiul-I which this powers. dina to exchange views on reli-

year occurs tomorrow; he died in
Medina 62 years later on the same

day

Moses and was selected by

convey the divine law and guidance.

to all mankind.

Mohammad was called “the trissty
(El-Ameen in Arabic) by his coun.

Mchammad brought ths final |
shariah in the form of the Koran, a
book contalning the revelations of
Allah. The Koran says that Moham-
mad followed other prophets such ag

He was a son, a husband and a
father, He had been an employee
serving a master; a citizen subject
to the authorlity of his town. He was
later called upon to discharge the
duties of a chief executlve and chief
magistrate of a heterogeneous com-
munity. He also became a head of
state, In all these capacities, his life
was an open book, so open and rich
that only a glimpse can be attempted
at one time, We will take just two
vigneties of Mohammad’s life to il-

God to .

gious- matters. It included several
church dignitaries.

The conversation was held in the
mosque and extended aver several
hours. At one point, the leader of the
deputation asked permission to de-
part from the mosque to hold their
religious service at some convenient

spot.
Mohammed sald there was no

need for them to leave the mosque,
which was itself a place consecrated

(Continued to page 23)




{Continued from .page 2.0)

Messiah is implantes within each
one of us,” and the passage is a
symbeol of “each of us as a child of
God e . : - E

One Christian accused Platt of
downplaying Jesus' role as unique
savior of mankind, as expressed in
statements like “no man comes to
the father but by me.”

__Another man, brandishing his
Bible, said “I have experienced ‘the
Spirit_of God coming to me acd
speakmg in my right ear.”
“Because-of this-boek,™ he saiy,

thumpmg his Rible, “I can live.
Because He lives, I live also.”

About half of the audience ap-
plauded the statement.

(Contlnued from page 2])

to the worshlp of God, and that they
could hold their service there.

Another time, when the funeral of
a Jewlsh woman was passing by,
Mohamimad stood up as a mark of
respect. His companions were sur- .
prised at this but Mohammad told
thme that the woman had been a
fellow human, possessed, like them,
of & soul.

These two incldents show how sen-
sitive Mohammad was about the
faiths of others.

Dr.ljaz Qamar is an agrologist
with the Manitoba government and
is president of the Ahmadiyya Mus-
lim Association, Winnipeg.

(Continued from page 2%)

Closer relations between Canada and
Pakistan, including more extensive eco-
nomic ties, seem likely to result from the
visit there last month by External Affairs
Minister Joe Clark. As those ties grow,
Canada should do what it can to encourage
the growth of democracy and full respect
for human rights in Pakistan.

In the meantime, the demise of martial
law gives cause for hope. . :

G,
|

FAITH

vation for all

Why religions are friends, at least in heaven

€& H ow then shall we be saved? is
question thirt has troubled imen
long before and long since the
Apostles put it to Jesus 1900-0udd s cars

ago. On November 28, representatives ol

Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism and
Christianity gathered for a symposium
sponsored by the University of Alberta
religious studies department and the Ah-
madiyya Muslim Association to discuss
how the question has been answered.
Predictably, these creeds, whose adherents
have been murdering one another sanc-
timoniously for millennia, all
emerged as benevolent, tolerant
and noble, with coneepts of sal-
vation showing as muny sim-
ilarities as differences.
Explaining Hinduism,
which western scholars date
back to 3500 B.C., was Sushil
Kalia, president of the Hindu
Society of Alberta. Salvation, |
he says, is the whole point of the
religion, which has 600 million
adherents in its birthplace of
India. To them, it means libera-
tion from “worldly bondage™

this state before death, he is rewarded
alterwards by God's presence.

Islam, an cclectic min ol Judinsu,
Christianity and the mvstical wisdom o
founder Mohammed, who prochinmed
himsell’ God’s last and final prophet in
A.D. 611 at Mecca, bases its notion of
salvation on “love and fear ol Allah™
suys Ahmad Zallar, president ol the

Ahmadiyya Muslim movement in the -

U.S. As in Catholicism, love ol God
must be proved by good works done with
no thought of carthly gain or praise. Sul-

Sikh Khalsa and Rabbi Kemelman
When men usurp God, expect nrouble.

and union with the Brahman,

or ultimate reality. Any of lour methods
can win it: worship and praise; scholarly
study ol holy scriptures: meditation; or
doing daily work in a totally detached
manner. If union with Brahman is not
achieved in one fleshly life, the spirit is
reborn in another,

Judaism was founded by a Mesopo-
tamian nomad named Abraham who re-
Jected polytheistic idol worship in favour
ol an unseen supreme being around 2500
B.C. It also teaches, according to Rabbi
Haim Kemelman of Beth Shalom Syn-
agogue in Edmonton, that **Jew or non-
Jew, a believer or a non-believer, as long
as he abides by God's precepts and obeys
his will serving in compassion and kindli-
ness, is worthy of salvation." By practis-
ing goodness here on carth, says the rabbi,
one earns salvation in the next: basking in
God's presence.

As lor Christianity, says FFr. Wallace
Platt, president of St. Joseph's College at
the U ol A, itsees salvation as having been
achieved already tor everyone by Christ’s
death by crucitixion. Still, it"s up to each
person to accept him, and to lead a
Christ-like life. This, says Fr. Platt; is sal-
vation, and if 4 person does not fall from

vation is not only the reward ol a perfect
existence in harmony with God and oth-
cermen in the alterlife, but in the -
proved conditions goodness brings "
this life,

Sikhism, the youngest ol the religions
discussed, was founded just 500 yeuars ago
by the Guru Nanak as a repudintion ol
the Hindu caste system. But like Hindu-
ism it sees salvation in spiritual union
with God achieved through meditiion
and in rejection, in as many reincarnua-
tons as it takes, of the five evils: lust,
anger, greed, worldly attachment and
false pride. Explains Gurhimat Singh
Khalsa, co-secretary of the Sikh Society
of Alberta, salvation is open to believers
of all faiths,

So are all five faiths, claim their ad-
herents, Why then the constan wariure?
Dr. Mirza Mohyuddin says, “Some peo-
pie use religion to promote their owi sell-
secking political gains.”™ Adds Rabbi Ke-
melman, pride makes some men think
they have a monopoly on God. Recalling
Shakespeare's remark that the Devil can
quote scripture, Rabbi Kemelman com-
ments: “Devils have.”

Christopher Milner

Alberta Report. December 9, 198:
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