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- A model shows the mosque to be built in Vaughan by the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. The
e leader of the movement, Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, is to dedicate the foundation stone at
& 5‘ 11:00 a.m. Saturday on the site at 10610 Jane St. The model includes the hall at right and of-
A fices at left, two components of the estimated $2.5 million project which are to be constructed
after the mosque is completed.
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NASEEM MAHDI

Amir & Missionary in Charge

on

The Auspicious Occasion of the Foundation
Stone Laying Ceremony

OF THE FIRST AHMADIYYA MUSLIM MOSQUE
IN CANADA ( MAPLE, ONTARIO )

SEPTEMBER 1986

Hazrat Ameerul Mominin Syedna wa Maulana Khalifatul Masih 1V,

May Allah always succour you, and Distinguished guesté,

brothers and sisters,

of religion in this wonderful country. Most €specially is the honour
conferred upon us that the Supreme Head of the Ahmadiyya Community
Hazrat Agdas Ameerul Momineen has graciously condescended to grace this

most historic occasion with his august presence.

hence the laying of the foundation stone is a giant step in the
realization of thig. A Muslim's well-being is centered around

the Mosque. He finds satisfaction, comfort and relaxation within
the walls of the Mosque. He knows that there he will be surrounded

by others who are also seeking nearness to their Creator and this
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mind enables him to try to soar to greater heights of spiritual
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n awareness, trying all the while to better himself and help him N

realise his duties of trying to help better those around him in
particular and humanity in general. We are indeed very happy
to welcome Huzoor-i-Agdas and all of you to share with us the
joys of this historic occasion. We are most thankful to God

Almighty and our hearts prostrate before His Majestic Throne

singing hymns of praises and glory to Him for this unique oppor-
tunity of witnessing the laying of the first stone of a monumental
building dedicated to His glory and to His worship by our beloved
Supreme Head of the world wide Ahmadiyya community Hazrat Mirza
Tahir Ahmad. This community of ours has been building mosques
throughout the world during the past 97 years of its existence.
The building of mosques epitomises the service to humanity since
the mosque provides a sanctuary as a sacred place for devotion

and prayers. The 1aying of the foundation stone for this first
mosque by the Ahmadiyya community in Canada and its ultimate
completion marks a new chapter in the community's service to
humanity. This House of God will be open for the worship of the
One True God irrespective of race or colour or country of origin.
This House of God will not be used to spread the seeds of dissension
and rebellion nor will it be used as a platform for religious
fanaticism and bigotry, rather it will be open to the spread of
love, trust, compassion, fellow feelings and understanding among
God's creatures in order to enable those who enter within its

walls to render selfless service to Gods creation.

It is with intense love and heartfelt feelings, on

K8
ﬁ1 behalf of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, that I extend a most

cordial welcome to all of you. We feel greatly honoured to be
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given this opportunity to be of service to God's creatures and
we feel that words are but an inadequate medium for us to express
our joy at being able to welcome all of you to this historic

ceremony of the laying of the Foundation stone for our first

mosque in Canada.

We pray that God Almighty may cause the object of our
gathering here to be a beacon of light in the dissemination of
His message and may He enable us to complete its construction
in the not too distant future so that its architectural beauty
and grandeur may add lustre to this ever growing town. We
further pray that God Almighty may cause those who enter the walls
of the mosque when completed that they may endeavour to rise to
greater and yet greater heights of spiritual awareness and
that they may be more tolerant and sympathetic towards all.
May He cause us all as we leave here this day that our hearts
overflow with love, tenderness and affection and cause us to
foster a sense of brotherhood among all the peoples of this
wonderful country of ours in particular and the world in general
SO that the purposes and spirit of a mosque be understood, realised
and appreciated all for His sake, 1love, glory and honour.

O Lord, do Thou so ordain and cause Thy Truth to prevail
and falsehood to vanish. Amen.

Once again, I welcome you all with open arms. Our

last prayer is all praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the worlds.

Amen.
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%~ PRESS REPORT OF HAZUR'S VISIT 3
" TO CANADA

Hazrat Khalifa-tul-Massih IV visited Canada from September 18,

to October 6th,1986. This was an historic visit from many angles.
First, it was the first visit of Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad after
becoming Khalifa-tul-Massih IV. Second, it was the occdssion

of laying the foundation stone for the first Ahmadiyya Muslim
Mosque in Canada. Although, the Jamaat in Canada is now well
established and has mission houses in six different cities,
however, there was no proper mosque built by the Jamaat.Third,
,the press and media attention given to the occassion of laying
the foundation stone and Hazur's visit was very unusal.

The Jamat has been working with specific programs to introduce
our community to the general public for the past several years.
[For this purpose, regular T.V. programs are aired from several
T.V. stations in a number of cities on a regular basis.] During
the last year, radio programs were also recorded and aired
through 17 radio stations across the country.As for the print
media, some major newspapers in Canada wrote articles about

our Jamat and the present situation of Ahmadis in Pakistan.In
particular, The Globe and Mail, the most influencial and a
highly regarded daily newspaper in the country, wrote a well
worded editorial outlining the plight of Ahmadis . Similarly,
the same newspaper did a front page story on the Mullahs who
came to Canada to spread hatred against Ahmadis in the name

of "Khatm-e-Naboowat". The Toronto Star, the largest circulating
daily in the country did several stories on Ahmadis during the
year. In the past year, National Information and Action Committee,
an ad hoc committee to take quick actions on matters of immediate
concern, has arranged several meetings with many prominent
politicians, people of influence and officials of the government.
More than 2000 letters were written in the past year to update
the Members of Parliament. We are very thankful to Allah that He
accepted our efforts and produced results which were far more in
excess of our efforts.

Hazur's visit to Canada was first reported in the press on August
29,1986,in the Globe and Mail, a newspaper regarded the best in
Canada and is also considered one of the World's best. Its cir-
culation is 322,000 and is the only national paper in the Country.
When the mullahs came to Canada , a reporter from this newspaper
got interested in the purpose of their visit.He attended the
so-called "khatam-e-Nabuwat Conference" in Toronto and reported
on the first page of this paper what he saw and felt at the con-
ference.

Because the mulians spoke in filthy language against our
community spreading hate and inciting people to take actions
against us, the reporter was offended by this behaviour and
S raised questions in his press report how and why visas were
@3 issued to such people who are known to spread hate against
£§ other peaceful communities. This report of the "Conference" >
. in the Globe and Mail was read with great interest in all .
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ﬂ? the circles in Canada. The Jdovernment of Canada launched
& an investigation of the circumstances under which visas to
”n these mullas were granted. Other Newspapers took an active

following days. The Téporter had also mentioned that the
Head of the Ahmadiyya community was due to Visit Canada in

local newspapers also strted wWriting articles about our
Jamaat , the mosque project and Hazur's vist,

were some inaccuracies in some Press reports ang Corrections
wWere published in the following days, the fact Still remains
that over 3'million pPeople came to know of our community.

As for as T.v. is ébncerned, over 600,000 People watched Hazur's
intérviews during his stay in Canada.
==l vlews

The details of all the newspapers Coverage is attached with
this report.Overall, Hazur's visit to Canada was a resounding
Success in terms of Press and media coverage. We bow our heads
in gratitude to Allah for these results for it was not possible

of one or two, all of these Neéwspapers are very importan?
and have received awards of merit on several occassions in

most popular radio talk shows "Metro Morning" at 8:30 aM on Friday,
September 19,1986. A Seéparate sheet for Radio and TV coverage
is attached.

of thousands of people are goeing to work and listening
to the radio ip their cars, The show startsg at 8:30 am
and ends at 9am. The Producer of this Program approached
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“2) City “TV ‘Station is an independent network covering the
metro Toronto area. It is one of the popular TV network
of the city. Reporters and camera men were present from
this station at the time of the most important ceremony
of "laying the foundation stone for the first Ahmadiyya
Muslim Mosque on September 20,1986.This network recorded
the whole ceremony from llam to 2pm. When it was about
to end, the reporter from this network requested to inter-
view Hazur briefly so that he could use the clipping for
his news reporting. At 6PM which is the prime time for
news the news of our Mosque with a short interview of
Hazur was aired. The rating of audiences for this network
is 300,000 for 6pm news. It was repeated at 10pm news
which has an audience of 120,000.

D&

3) CBC TV interviewed Hazur at the brief stopover in Saskatoon,
and aired the news in the city network.

4) CJCA Radio station in Edmonton interviewed Hazur for one
hour between 9am -l0am. This was again a live program and
the host was MR Ron Collister who is one of the popular hosts
of live radio shows in the city of Edmonton. This program
was regularly advertised several times prior to the
actual interview. This was aired on September 29,1986, and
has a rating of approximately up to 80,000 listeners.

5) Independent TV (ITV) network is also one of the major network
in the city of Edmonton. Nightline is a live TV talk show
hosted by Neil Fitzpatrick and is aired between llpm-11:59pm
every night. Mr Fitzpatrick interviewed Hazur on September
29,1986. The program was very much liked by the viewers.

It has a rating of approx. 70,000 viewers every night.

6) ITV network also reported about Hazur's visit in its 12:00
noon, 6pm and 10pm newscasts.

7) In Vancouver, Television station CKVU Channel 13, live
interview was broadcast at 2PM on a very popular shgw
“"People Will Talk" hosted by Mr.Pierre Laurier who is
a well known personality in Vancouver.

8) CKUA Radio station in Edmonton reported about Hazur's
visit to Canada on October 10,1986, after Hazur had gone

from here. N

9) CBC Radio network has a program "Open House" which is
aired all over the country.On October 26,1986, our Jamaat
in the city of Brantford had scheduled a conference on
Religious Founders Day. CBC's Open House producer contacted
our press department and interviewed the press secretary
to report on the event. During the program, the producer
mentioned that Hazur had recently visited Canada and
quoted from Hazur's speech in Calgary.
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Most of these ne
about our Jamaat

List of the Newspapers in which

reports of Hazur's Visit to Canada

and about our Jamaat were printed.

Name

The Globe and Mail
Toronto,Ontario

The Toronto Star
Toronto, Ontario

Vaughan Weekly
King City,Ontario

The York Times
Thornhill,Ontario

The Vaughan Liberal
Richmond Hill,Qntario

The Gazette
Montreal, Quebec

The Whig Standard
Kingston,Ontario

Cites Nouvelles(French)
Montreal, Quebec

'fragati

Montreal,Quebec

Star-Phoenix
Saskatoon,Sask.

Edmonton Journal
Edmonton,Alberta

Calgary Herald

.Calgary,Alberta

Overseas Times
Vancouver,B.C.

Status
Daily/
National

Daily/
City

Weekly/ ;
Local Community

Bi-Weekly/
Local Community

Twice in Weék/
Local Community

Daily/
City

Daily/
City

Weekly/
City Suburb

&-Monthly/
Local Community

Daily/
City

Daily/
City
Daily/
City

Bi-Weekly
Local Community

wspapers are vVery important,
several times.

Circulation

322,000
500,000
10,000
20,000
50,000
272,000
45,000
23,500
3,000
.75,000
350,000
360,000

70,000

¢

and have reported
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BY ZUHAIR KASHMERI
The Globe and Mail

Six Pakistani Moslem priests are touring
Canadian mosques and stirring up anger
against the 5,000 local members of an Islamic
sect, making police fearful that their inflam-
matory speeches could lead to violence
against sect members in this country,

The Pakistani priests belong to a group
called the Majlis-e-Tahaffuz-e-Khatm-e-
Naboowat (the group to protect the finality of
Prophet Mohammed). A Canadian diplomat
in Pakistan says the group was behind the
provocation that led to a mob stoning the
sect’s mosque in that country earlier this
year.

The group holds conferences all over the
world to show mainstream Moslems that the
teachings of the sect, known as Ahmadiyya
Movement in Islam, are contrary to Islamic
belief that Mohammed was the final Prophet.

Khatm-e-Naboowat has a branch in Toron-
to that is being investigated by Metro Toronto
Police and the Ontario Provincial Police, said
Constable Mazhar Ansari of the Metro Police
ethnic relations unit.

The two police forces are considering
whether the group and the organizer of a
Khatm-e-Naboowat conference last weekend
in Toronto should be charged under a section
of the Criminal Code that deals with spread-
ing hatred against an identifiable group,
Constable Ansari said.

The police are concerned that domestic
terrorism could result against the sect be-

- cause of the anger that is generated at such
conferences, another Metro policeman said.

Violence against the Ahmadiyya Move-
ment because of its beliefs is nothing new to
the Ahmadis, as the sect’s followers are
called. Prominent Ahmadis in Detroit and
Trinidad have been killgd. Their missions in

Baltimore, Detroit and Norway have also
been bombed, police in the United States
said.

The Pakistani group’s preaching worries
Nasir Ahmed, the Ahmadiyya Movement’s
information officer for Canada. “The Govern-
ment of Canada should be more selective in
issuing visas to such groups,” he said,

The Khatm-e-Naboowat group is known to
the Canadian Embassy in Islamabad.

Trail of anger follows Moslem priests into Canada

Vice-consul Bruce Mabley said in a tele-
phone interview that the group was responsi-
ble for provoking mob violence in Quetta,
where a large crowd stoned the sect’s
mosque because it resembled a mainstream
Moslem mosque.

A spokesman for the Immigration Depart-
ment in Ottawa said the department was
unaware of the Khatm-e-Naboowat group. He
said the department would check into the
circumstances surrounding the issuing of
visas to the priests,

Hafiz Saeed Ahmad Shah, the Khatm-e-
Naboowat’s international general secretary

Priests’ visas to be checked
by Immigration Department

and’ the organizer of the Toronto
conference, said in an interview
that it is the Ahmadis who should be
denied entry to Canada because
they preach a false Islam and of-
fend Moslems.

At last Sunday’s conference, held
in Toronto’s Jami Mosque, some of
the priests ridiculed the “‘crooked"
teachings of the Ahmadis and ex-
horted Toronto Moslems to rise and
defend the finality of Mohammed.

The single biggest difference
between the Ahmadis and main-
stream Moslems is that the former
believe that their founder, Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad (who died in 1908),
was the promised messiah.

Mainstream Moslems consider
thjs to mean that the Ahmadis are
cluiming a prophet after Mo-
hammed — the most insidious blas-
phemy in Islam. Hence, the name of
the group is linked to preserving the
fipality of the prophet.

*Qther than this, Ahmadis, like
other Moslems, believe in Allah and
the ‘Prophet. Mohammed, observe
all the Islamic sanctions and say the
S§me prayers,
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(ﬂﬁ' “From 300 to 400 Pakistani Mos-
,@1 lems attended the Toronto confer- . g
” ence, cheering the priests and curs- Lawin Pﬂletan

ing the Ahmadis for anti-Islamic
activities,

"Among ‘the guests was Afzal
Akbar Khan, the Pakistani consul
general in Toronto. Mr. Khan said
in an interview that he attended the
canference briefly only out of cour-
tesy because he had been invited,

The priests, who came Lo Canada
from London, England, left for
Edmonton and Vancouver earlier
this week to ‘“‘pursue them (Ahma-
dis) until they are pushed into the
fires of hell,” as one priest, Maula-
na- Zia ul-Haq Qasami, told the
Sunday conference.

At the intervention of Constable
Ansari of the Metro Police, mosque
authorities in Toronto refused to
allow the distribution of an article
that refers to the Ahmadiyya Move-
ment as “a foul-smelling ulcer” and
the Ahmadis as an *‘organized band
of forgerers and apostates.”

Constable Ansari said the article,
along with other literature, was
being examined by Project Hate of
the OPP. :

Mr. Shah said the Ahmadis have
a television show in which they
claim to preach Islam, offending
the Moslem majority.

“They offend our sentiments,’”” he
said. “The Pakistani Constitution
has declared them non-Moslems.
... If they say they are Moslems,
they are deceiving the people.”

Such sentiments worry Metro
Police because the Ahmadis have
their Canadian headquarters in

Toronto. A rich community, most of
whose members are either profes-
sionals or in business, it has just
bought 62 hectares of land north of
Canada’s Wonderland, to build a
$2.5-million mission and mosque
with the traditional minaret.

Next month, the current head of
the sect, Mirza Tahir Ahmed, will
visit Toronto from England, where
he lives in self-imposed exile, to lay
the foundation stone for the centre.
In October, the Ahmadis will hold
their annual conference in Toronto.

Police are concerned because
Khatm-e-Naboowat conferences
often end in threats and violent inci-
dents. Last year, after a similar
conference in London, England, the
sect's chief missionary in Trinidad

says Ahmadis
are not Moslems

The Ahmadis are also disliked by
other mainstream Moslem groups.
The U.S. Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation believes that a shadowy
mainstream Moslem group called
FUQRA bombed the sect's Balti-
more headquarters last year and
three times in 1983. There are about
10,000 Ahmadis in the United States.

“The goal of FUQRA is to elimi-
nate and/or intimidate members of
(the sect) through assassination,
fire-bombing and arson,” an FBI
report says. .

In April, 1983, two Moslems be-
longing to another mainstream
Moslem group, the Detroit-based
Dar-ul-Islam group, which intelli-
gence sources say is financed by
Saudi Arabia and North Yemen,
shot and killed a 36-year-old medi-
cal doctor, Muzaffar Ahmed of the
Wayne County Hospital.

Dr. Ahmed, general secretary of
the local Ahmadiyya mission, was
shot four times at his doorstep by a
man who had earlier dined with him
to discuss the sect.

Subsequently, the suspected kill-
er, William Cain, 27, of Akron, Ohio,
accompanied by Calvin Jones, 30, of
Detroit, fire-bombed the Ahma-
diyya mission in Clinton Township
just outside Detroit, destroying it.
They were trapped in the building
smc:1 killed, Clinton Township police
said. :

The incidents occurred just be-
fore the sect’s annual North Ameri.
can conference at Oakland Univer-
sity in Clinton. The university can-
celled the booking, fearing that its
property could be bombed, and the
conference could not go ahead.

About the same time, Ahmadis
attending a poetry session at Seneca
College in Toronto found flyers on
their windshields. The flyers de-
clared them apostates and hence
liabie to the death sentence under
Pakistan’s Islamic law, Mr. Ahmed
of the Toronto mission and other
Ahmadis said.

In Pakistan, more than 20 sect

TINOED ol Phge 26

h 4 was shot dead and its missions in members have died in mob violence
tﬁ Edmonton and in several European in the past two years under circum- _‘f
-@ cities received bomb threats. stances similar io the provocation >

. recalled by the Canadian vice-con- .
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The subject who is truly loyal to the Chief Magistrate will
neither advise nor submit to arbitrary measures. JUNIUS
N R L et o et ST e e WSy e TS e T R 2y s D”
A persecuted faith
When six Pakistani Moslem hammed as the final _Prophet. gzéﬁnsba(:{neﬂ]e O‘ghrg:&liss;tge.
priests last month toured Cana- They resent the A{:mad;s asser- Unless they fegiiter .5 sy
dian mosques and incited hatred tions that their faith will peace- Missletis, Aithodis ciand wit.
of an Islamic sect known as the fully conquer the world. They admission to universities or vote
Abmadis, _they spewed _into PepcHialy resent Anmad) o in elections. The Ahmadis say
Canada a fundamentalist poison to accelerate the conquest with the govemn-!en t encourages dis.
which, in their homeland, bears missionary activity. ) crimination against them in
the imprimatur not only of fanat- In most respects, the Ahmadis employfent
ical mullahs but also of Presi- follow the basics of mainstream The: state has’ dlso) tursied i
dent Mohammed Zia ul-Haq. islam. They pray five times dai- blind eye when fundamentalist
Islamic theocracies such .as ly, worship in mosques and re- mobs have engaged in anti.
Pakistan, Iran and Saudi Arabia cite the Koran. But fo_llowmg the Ahmadi  violence. Ahmadi
are not easy places for Chris- 1974 riots, former prime minis- mosques have been desecrated.
‘tians or Jews to live, but they ter Zulfikar Ali Bhutt_o. heeded or demolished, many Ahmadis
are particularly hazardous for the demands of opposition par- have been assaulted and some
minorities whose faith is consid- S and amended the vonstito, have been Killed. Pakistan’s
ered an apostasy of mainstream tion to declare the Ahmadis a mistreatment of the sect has:
Islam. Ask the persecuted Ba- nanMoslemi  mitiority, (;r hEI‘;‘ been condemned by such bodies
ha'is of Ayatollah Khomaini’s passports were so stamped an as the UN Human Rights Com-.
Iran. Ask the persecuted Ahma- Soiice tiey wete denied ety fo mission, the New York-based.
dis of General Zia’s Pakistan. Saudi Arabia as ”laﬂ-‘ to Mecca. Lawyers Committee for Human
The Ahmadis account for only (The pilgrimage is one of the Rights and London-based Am.-.
four million of Pakistan’s 90 five pillars of Islam.) ) nesty International. o
million people, but they have This state intrusion into their “International censure has not-
produced some of its most ac- faith was mild compared to the restrained President Zia, who
complished citizens, including actions of Gen. ;1a a (.leca'de vowed last year to “‘persevere in -
_its first foreign minister and later. As part of his Islamization our effort to ensure that the
only Nobel Prize winner. Both of program, he passed (Ordinance cancer of Ahmadiyya is elimi.
these men, however, went into XX. This edict prescribes prison nated.” Gen. Zia, whose home-
exile — with numerous other sentences of three- years for town i's near the bi'rthp!ace of the.
Ahmadis — in the wake of anti- Ahmadis who represent them. Ahmadi faith, was once mooted,
Ahmadi riots in 1974 selves as Moslems by saying e whisperiﬁg campaign to be.
The Ahmadis offend fervent Moslem prayers, using Moslem an Ahmadi himself (which, in-
disciples of the dominant Sunni greetings or calling their houses the unlikely-event it wiere tiue
branch of Islam because they of worship mosques. ; would disqualify him as head of-
; believe that the foun@er of th{elr Although the ordinance runs. the Islamic Republic). Is the”
3 sect was the messiah. Main- counter to the Pakistani consti- demonization of the Ahmadis: ¥
i#  stream Moslems consider this a tution's guarantee of freedom of therefore intended, at least in
3+ denial of the Prophet Mo- worship, it has been the basis for part, to allay suspicions of Zia <
(’31 numerous arrests. Many publi- the iea!ous? 3 Phy
&’ﬁﬁf_@( — — ——— P Y.cpis
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THE SUNDAY STAR, SEPTEMBER 21, 1986 /A11

3 . i - e “PAUL REGAN] TORONTO 51AR
Moslem leader: Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad (third from left), leader of the world's 10 million Ahma-
diyya Moslems, leads his entourage near Maple to place the cornerstone for the group's first Cana-
dian mosque A crowd of 2,000 from across North America attended yesterday’s ceremony.

New $2.5 million mosque
to rise in Maple cornfield
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By Joseph Hall Toronto Star

MAPLE — The leader of the
world's 10 million Ahmadiyya
Moslems has placed the corner-
stone in a cornfield just south of
here for the group's first Canadian
mosque.

Speaking to about 2,000 [ollow-

ers from across North America
yesterday, Hazrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad said the $2.5 million struc-
ture would be a “house of peace for
all mankind.

Veiled women

- *“In these lroubled times, houses
of worship around the world have

become centres for the dissemina-
tion of the seeds of hate and vio-
lence,” said Ahmad, amid heavy
security from both police and pri-
vate guards. |

:¥But in this mosque, there will
be no talk of hatred and bloodshed.
We will nol lead people into the
dark abysmal areas. You can set
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your mind to ease on that,” he told

~ihe crowd, which included .many
local residents and dignitaries.

Before the ceremony, Ahmad

spoke to about 1,000 Ahmadiyya
men in a huge tent erected beside

the construction site. Women — -

most in veils — and children

watched him on a television screen
in:a-separate tent 30 metres away. °

The Pakistani native, who is liv-
ing in exile in London, England, be-
cause of “religious persecution” in

his homeland, said his was a.

“peace-loving community being
tortured in the name of religion.

“We are the objects of hatred by
even the followers of Islam itself,
so we are used to suffering.

. “But those hearts made to suffer
are purified,” he said.

Claiming about 2,500 followers
nationwide, the Ahmadiyyas reject
the mainline Islamic doctrine de-
claring that Mohammed was the
last prophet of Allah,

They look instead to Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the founder
of the sect, as their spiritual leader.

Spokesman Naseer Ahmad — no
relation to the leader — says his
group’s rejection of “Holy War” as
a means of spreading Islam also
distinguishes it from the rest of the

Moslem world,

“We're a peaceful people, dedi-
cated to love for all and hatred for
none,” he said. ; ’

" . Complete with dome and mina--

ret (prayer tower), the mosque will
become the Canadian. Mecca for
the sect which originated in the
Punjab state of India near the turn
of the century. .

““Eastern flair’

It will include a prayer chamber
for 900 people and an office com-
plex, and will eventually house a
sports and community centre for
‘about 1,000 Ahmadiyyas in the
Metro area, Naseer Ahmad said.

The minaret, a slender, tower
with balconies from which a muez-
zin calls the faithful to prayer,
would be equipped with a loud-
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Letters to fhe Editor:

New mosque in Mapl_e
no Mecca for Moslems

Re, the article, New $2.5 million
mosque to rise in Maple cornfield
(Sept. 21). :

It is mentioned that “the mosque
will become the Canadian Mecca
for the sect.” The use of this termi-
nology is very much misleading for
the Moslem community. Mecca is
a holy city for Moslems, situated in
Saudi Arabia. We do not intend to
create any other Mecca in Canada.

This will be a mosque, a house of-

Allah, where Moslems will worship
their lord.

In the last paragraph it is said
that “the haunting Azan should
echo over the quiet village” —
seemingly giving the impression
that the mosque will disrupt the
peace and quietness of the area. I
would like to point out that we are
building a house of peace, love and
a place of worship. To give the im-
pression’ that such a building will
disrupt the peace of the area is a
distortion of the facts. |

- NASEER AHMAD
Public Relations

The Ahmadiyya Movement

‘in Islam (Ont. Inc.)

Maple

THE TORONTO STAR, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1986 / A3

Correction

Maple.

‘ Ahmadiyyas’ beliefs
1incorrectly stated

"I~ A story in The Star on Sept.
-{ 21 erred in setting out some
"1 tenets of the Ahmadiyya Mus--
lim Community in its gccount
~of a cornerstone laying for a
'$2.5 million mosque near

The Ahmadiyyas accept
Mohammed as the last prophet | |
of Allah, says Naseer Ahmad, a | |
spokesman for the local move-
ment. And followers regard the

speaker if town bylaws permit it.
The haunting Azan — the song
that calls Moslems around the
world to prayer — should echo -
over the quiet village north of
Metro by next December, Naseer

EEEAS

Ahmad said. .| head of their organization, | |
T e Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, | |
w as subordinate to Mohammed.
i 'The Star regrets the error.
x
Istee >EXE
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Maple mosque: Above is a model of the $2.5 million Ahmadiyya
mosque being built in the Village of Maple, north of Metro. On
Saturday, Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, head of the 10-million-

Mosque
to be built
in Maple .

By Joseph Hall Toronto Star

The haunting Azan — the song
that calls Moslems -around the
world to prayer — may soon echo
over the quiet village of Maple
north of Metro.

On Saturday, Hazrat Mirza
Tahir Ahmad, head of the 10-
million-strong Ahmadiyya sect of
Islam, _blessed the cornerstone of
the group’s first Canadian mosque,
which will serve about 1,000
Metro-area adherents.

Complete with dome and mina-
ret — prayer tower — the mosque
will become the Cznadian centre
for the sect, which originated in
the Punjab state of India around
the turn of the century.

The $2.5 million project will in-

clude a 1‘|'.1rayear chamber for 900
and an office complex. It will even-
tually house a sports and com-
munity centre, group spokesman
Naseer Ahmad says.

“It will be done in the modern

style but we will try to keep an

Eastern flair with the dome and
minaret,” he says.

Ahmad says the minaret, a slen-
der tower with balconies from
which a singer calls the faithful to
ln a&er, would be equipped with a
ou ker and would be used if
town bylaws permitted.

Ahmad, a Mississauga business-
man, says Maple was chosen be-
cause it lies roughly at the centre
of Metro’s northern border and
could provide easy access via
Highway 400.

““Our community is spread
throughout the (Metro) area and
Maple is about as close to the
centre as we could get,” he says.

The mosque, expected to be com-
pleted by December, 1987, will be

strong Islam sect, b!essed the cornefslone of the group s ﬂrs.
" Canadian mosque, which will serve about 1,000 Metro-arez |
adherents. It is expected to be completed by December, 1987. -

financed by the Canadian Ahma-
diyya community, who donate one-
sixteenth of their income to the
church, Ahmad says.

Claiming about 2,500 followers
nation-wide, the Ahmadiyyas re-
ject the mainline Islamic doctrine
declaring that Mohammed was the
last profit of Allah.

They look instead to Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the founder
of the sect, as their spiritual leader.

The Punjabi seer, who died in
1908, claimed to be the promised
messiah who would unite all the
world’s religions under the teach-
ings of the Islamic Koran, Ahmad
5ays.

SEE
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Security net spread over dedication of mosque

The foundation stone for the mosque to be
built on Jane St. north of Maple by the
Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam was
dedicated - Saturday . marning by the move-
ment's leader who said area residents should
have no fears or misgivings about the arrival
of the sect.

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, the spiritual
and administrative leader of the some 10
million world-wide Ahmadiyya followers,
said the movement is a peace loving com-

munity. The mosque, the first to be built by~

the community in Canada, will be a house of
worship open to all, he said, adding that it is
to provide social guidance, not social hatred.

The leader, based in London, Eng., saying
many religious groups try to sow seeds of

discontent and advocate hatred of their
fellow beings, said the Ahmadiyya represents
areturn to the origin of religions in that **you
must love the creations of God before you
can love the Creator.”

He said his movement has been persecuted

“in the name of religion’’ and made the ob-
ject of hatred “‘even by Moslems."’
The Ahmadiyya calls for peace and

brotherhood were in marked contrast to the

security net thrown over the ceremony by
movement members and police. Many of
those attending were frisked as they entered
the marquee for the ceremony which preced-
ed the cementing of the foundation stone.
The Ahmadiyya, considered a heretic sect

Hazrat Mirza 'I‘a_hir Ahmad prepares to lay foundation stone.

by mainstream Moslems, has been persecuted
in Pakistan and it has been the target of ter-
rorist attacks elsewhere.

Among the guests taking part in the
ceremony were Mayor Hazel McCallian, of
Mississauga, and East Gwillimbury Mayor
Bob Featherstonhaugh, the sole represen-
tative of " York Region. There was no
representative of Vaughan present. Vaughan
Mayor Lorna Jackson met with the move-
ment leader Friday, a movement official
noted.

The movement, which opposes violence,
believes that ultimately, through reason and
logic, Ahmadiyya will become the universal
religion bringing peace and harmony to the
world.

YRS
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- Muslim leader lays
cornerstone for mosque

By SCOTT LAWSON

MAPLE — With more than
2,000 followers of the Ahmadiyya
Mouslim movement on hand from.
across North America Saturday,
i spiritual leader Hazrat Mirza Tahir
| Ahmed laid the cornerstone for a
| $2.5-million mosque to be built as
the Canadian headquarters for the
Islamic-based religion.

Housed on 25 acres of land on
Jane Sireet just north of Maple,
the planned structure will be the
nation’s central worshipping place
for the Muslim sect, which began
in the late 1800s and today claims a
following of 10 million people
worldwide.

The ‘“‘house of peace for all
1 mankind”’ is expected to include a
prayer chamber for 900 worship-
pers in addition to a head office

% for the national movement,
{ estimated to be about 2,000
' followers.

While zoning for such a religious
institution is allowable under the
official plan of Vaughan, no for-
mal applications for a building
permit or site plan approval have
been submitted for the mosque.
Officials from neighboring
municipalities were on hand at the
ceremony Saturday, however, no
Vaughan town officials were pre-

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad (centre), spiritual leader of the Ahmadiyya '
Islamic movement, leads the procession to the conerstone laying ceremony for
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sent EVANGELICAL the Muslim mosque to be built in Maple.

““We feel we have something to . (Liberal photo by Mike Barrett)
offer the people of Canada which  is hopeful that the tower can be and spirtual prophet of the sect,
is appealing,”” said Naseer Ahmad,  equipped with a public address Hazrat Mirzat Guhlam Ahmed. :

spokesman for the national move-
ment. ““It is an evangelical type of
movement and we actively go out
to preach the words of our
religion.”

Complete with a dome and a
traditiona! Islamic prayer tower
{minerad), the mosaue will be the
place Muslims from across the na-
tion will gather together in prayer
(azan}) five times daily. Mr. Ahmad

system to replace the traditional
means of a sect follower calling out
the azan,

The movement began in the
Punjab state of India in 1889 and
has since spread to more than 100
countries worldwide. Unlike the
main Islamic doctrine, - which
declares Mohammad as the last
prophet of Allah, the Ahmadiyya
movement worships the founder

The religious movement believes
devoutly that the Messiah, or the
promised one, has already arrived
and has prophesized that all of
mankind will be unified into one
universal religion.

PEACEFUL BATTLES
““We believe there is a peaceful
and reasonable way to work out all
conflicts,”” explained Mr. Ahmed,
a businessman who has lived in

SB¥RLA
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Pictured above is a model of the Muslim mosque planned in Maple.

Canada for 10 years. “Unlike
many Islamic faiths, we believe in .
non-violent and peaceful battles to
be fought with reason and strength
of argument. ** :
Rejecting the belief of the vast
majority of Muslims, who number

an estimated 800 million througout -

the world, Mr. Ahmad said the :
sect renounces ““Holy War™ as a :
way to spread the Islamic faith. '

The leader is currently living in .
exile in London, England, fleeing -
persecution from opposing .
religions as well as the predomi- :
nant Islamic faiths.
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The York Times, September 23, 1986 - Page 9

Moslem Movement
Choses Vaughan

For New Headquarters

By ltala Silvestri

The Ahmadiyya move-
ment of Islam, an established
re(%ion, with followers in over
100 countries all over the
world, has proposed to build
their mosque and community
Center in Vaughan.

The proposed location of
their new headquarters is about
1.7 km west of Canada’s
Wonderland, on 25 acres of
land the movement has pur-
chases. According to Naseer
Ahmad, the public relations
director for the community,
all they need is the green
light from the town of Vaughan
and they will begin building
the new center.

The leader of the Ahmadiyya

is Harzat Mirza Tahir
the decendent of the founder
of the movement, Harzat
Ghulam Ahmad, was present
for a ceremony to dedicate
the foundation stone for the
mosque.

The iyya movement
was founded 1889 in Qadian,
which is a small village in the
Punjab India. Mr, Ahmad
said that there are over 5000
members of the Ahmadiyya
in Canada. The group chose
10610 Jane Street in Maple
as their location because it is
central and is easily accessible
to meriibers who are spread
out.

The Ahmadiyya movement
is areligion that believes that

their messiah is already here
spreading the word that Islam

Mirza is to provide the final and

complete code of life for all
mankind. The movement does
not believe in the idea of holy
war and promotes noa violence
and reason.

The initial cost of the

‘a community center

and mosque to be built in
Vaughan will be i
one million doilars.

Members of the Ahmadivva -

community are expected to
give one sixteenth of their
income to the movement.
Such contributions help to
make the Yaughan center a
reality.

s,

4

This is a model for the proposed Ahmadiyya community center and mosque, in
Vaughan . The mosque will seat 900 people.
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To Moslems, Mohammed was the
last and greatest of the prophets, and
for many Moslems any claim of a
later, greater prophet is particularly
offensive.

Members of two faith communi-
ties, who have been accused — they
say wrongly — of making such a
claim have been fleeing Moslem per-
secution in different countries re-
cently.

Both religious movements were
founded in the 19th century and
stress the unity of man's great reli-
gions. A few refugees of both groups
have made their way to Montreal.

The around 2,000 followers in the
Montreal area of the Baha'i faith,
which has the unity of the human
family as its principal belief, and
goal, mourn more than 200 Baha'is
put to death and thousands more
persecuted in Iran. a

Flight from the Islamic regime of
the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
has recently added a few dozen Per-
sian Baha'is to Montreal’s long-es-
tablished, ethnically diverse Baha’i
population, ki

A man now known to Baha'is as
Baha'u'llah founded Baha'i in Persia,
as Iran was then called, in 1844.

Perhaps 200 people, maiply of
Pakistani and Indian origin,‘in the
Montreal arez, followers of the Ah-
madiyya Movement in Islam, expect
their numbers to increase sharply as
Ahmadis flee persecution under the
Islamic Pakistani government of

President Mohammed Zia ul-Haq.

Montreal Ahmadi leaders say ten-
sions in Pakistan are being reflected
in some deterioration of the harmo-
ny that once existed between Aha-
madis and other Moslems around
Montreal.

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
founded the Ahmadiyya Movement
in 1889 in Qadian, a village in what is
now the Indian Punjab.

Baha'is and, especially, Ahmadis
say tHey do not reject the claim that
Mohammed was the final “seal of
the prophets,” as their Moslem crit-
ics accuse them of doing.

Ahmadis say Ghulam Ahmad was
a messiah but not a prophet and
brought no new revelation or law.

John-Paul Moss, a member of the
nine-member assembly — executive
— of the Montreal Baha’is, said
Baha'is distinguish between “proph-
ets,” of whom Mohammed was the
last and “manifestations,” of whom

Religion

HARVEY
‘SHEPHERD °

Baha'w’llah was one. (However, some
Baha'i documents apply the word
“prophet” to Baha'v’llah.)

Baha’is are a separate religion.
Ahmadis, contrary to what their
Moslem opponents say, insist they
are Moslems, with the same prac-
tices as other Moslems.

Both Ghulam Ahmad and
Baha'u'llah are seen by their respec-
tive followers as the reformer whose
advent was awaited under different
names by adherents of various reli-
gions: the second coming of Jesus for
Christians, another incarnation of
Krishna for Hindus, and so on,

Each group believes in its mission
of unifying the world’s religions — in
the Ahmadis' case, within Islam.

The Ahmadis’ current problems
began largely with anti-Ahmadi riots
in 1974 in Pakistan, where Ahmadis
make up about four million of the 90
million population.

A 1984 decree by President Mo-
hammed Zia ul-Haq prescribed
three-year prison sentences for Ah-
madis who represent themselves as
Moslems, use Moslem practices in
worship or propagate their faith.

Barakat Janjua, president of the
Montreal Ahmadi community, said
that at least 13 Ahmadis have been
killed in Pakistan. Some Ahmadi
mosques have been seized, there has
been mob violence and thousands of
Ahmadis have faced discrimination
in careers, including the military,
and schooling.

- He said about 30 Ahmadi refugees
from Pakistan have reached Mont-
real in the past couple of months.

He said relations between Ahma-
dis and other Moslem communities
in the west have deteriorated in re-
cent years.

Around Montreal, Janjua said, re-
lations have grown cooler but ex-
tremism has found little favor
among non-Ahmadi Moslems.

“People who used to be friendly
with us are still friendly,” he said,
“but now they want to relate to us as

The Gasette, Montreal, Saturday, November 1, 1986 o

arate ways in Montreal .

HAZRAT TAHIR AHMAD
Ahmadi leader

average Canadians rather than fel-
low Moslems.”

The leader of the world’s estimat-
ed 10 million Ahmadis visited Mont-
real in September while on a Cana-
dian tour. Hazrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad, who moved his base to Lon-
don from Rabwaw, Pakistan, a few
years ago, placed a cornerstone at
Maple, near Toronto, for the first Ca-
nadian Ahmadi mosque.

Montreal Ahmadis worship in a
mission house in a former bank
branch on Gouin Blvd. in the West Is-
land community of Ste. Geneviéve.
They invite the public to interfaith
symposiums there or elsewhere
about once a month.

Like the Ahmadi mission, the
centre recently opened to the public
by the Baha'i Community of Mont-
real at 177 Pine Ave. E. in downtown
Montreal includes a modest library
and is intended in part to be a place
of interfaith dialogne.

Although the history of Baha'i in
Montreal goes back 84 years, the
centre, formerly used as a church, is
only the second building owned by
Baha'i in the Montreal area. City of
Montreal Baha'is previously rented
quarters. Baha'i groups in 14 suburbs
meet in members’ homes.

May and William Sutherland Max-
well established a Baha'i group in
Montreal in 1302. W.S. Maxwell, ar-
chitect of such buildings as the
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KINGSTON AHMADIS HELP LAY
CORNERSTONE FOR MOSQUE IN MAPLE

By ELLIE BARTON

he two Ahmadi Muslim families

‘ of Kingston witnessed an his-
toric ceremony on Saturday, as

their world leader placed the
cornerstone of a $2 5-million mosque in

a cornfield near Canadu's Wonderland,

“After the ceremony I and my chil-
dren put some cement cn the corner-
stone,” said Kingston resident Zakaria
Virk, who contributed $2.060 tow ard the
mosque. “I prayed that the centre would
be a source of peace, love and harmony
for the people of Canada.”

Virk's prayer echoed the words of
leader Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad to the
crowd of about 1,500 Ahmadis from
Canada and 500 from the United States.

“In this mosque, there will be no talk
of hatred or b'oodshed. We're a peaceful
people, dediceted to love for all and ha-
tred for none,” Ahmad was quoted as
saying,

To be comi:teted within a vear, the
mosque will te the first Ahmadi centre
of worship in Canada. With a traditional
dome and mir aret (prayer tower), it will
house 900 peaple at praver. It will also
include office space and a sports and
community complex,

"I plan to commute every vear for the
children’s summer camp, annual festi-
vals, and whenever 1 fee] my spiritual
energy is low, ' he said.

Virk stressed that the ceremony was
an inter-faith event, with representa-
tives from Christian, Sikh and Muslim

without violence.

religions laying af total of 36 foundztion
stones.

“It shows we are not bigots. We: are
opening the centre to people of all
fziths.”

The emphasis on peace and harmon
reflects the desire of the Ahmadi com-
munity to be granted religious freedom
in ety Virk is ane of many Ahmadis
who were forced to leave Pakistan be-
cause of persecution, he said.

The world’s 10 million Ahmadis fol-
lew Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
(1535-1908), who is believed to be the
piomised messiah foretold by the
prophet Muhammed. But in Pakistan,
Anmadis are persecuted as heretics who
huve rejected the fundamental Islemic
doctrine that Muhammed was the final

prophet of Allah.

Renewed persccution recently threa-
tened Ahmadis in Toronto when in Au-
gust six Muslim priests from Pakistan —
belonging to the Khatm-e-Naboowat
group to protect the finality of the |
prophet Muhammed — held a confer- !
ence that according to a Globe and Mail j
report stirred up anger and hatred :
against the members of the sect. '

But Virk says that Ahmadis do be-
lieve that Muhamimed was the last
prophet. “It's a matter of interpretation,
Ghulam Ahmad is nothing without Mu-
hammed.” ]

Tahir Ahmad was guarded on Satur-
day by Ahmadi youth and police in civil-
ian clothes, and the ceremony passed
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Head of the International Ahmadiyya

Movement in Islam, visited the West

Island last month.

Right Honourable GERRY WEINER, the federal minister of state
for immigration, in conversation with His Holiness and the Move-
ment’s Canadian National President Mr. Adbul Aziz Khalifa at
Holiday Inn in POINTE CLAIRE.

His Holiness presenting a copy of the french translation of the Ho-
ly Quran and other Ahmadiyya literature to Monsieur Jacques -t'/_
Cardinal, the mayor of Ste. Geneviéve at “AL-NUSRAT”, the i
P, Ahmadiyya mission house located at 15795 Gouin West.
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The Ahmadiyya head visits Canada

The head of the Interna-
tional Ahmadiyya Move-
ment in Islam HAZRAT
MIRZA TAHIR AHMAD, the
4th successor to the
Promised Messiah, paid a
brief 2 and a %2 day visit to
Montreal from September
251028, 1986. His first stop
was in Toronto where he
laid the foundation stone of
the = first Ahamdiyya

- mosgue in Canada.

. His Holiness’s stay in
Montreal was highlighted
by a reception at the Holi-

“day Inn in Pointe Claire fol-

lowed by 2and Y2 hours of a
highly intellectual dialogue
with various religious scho-
lars. An audience of about
300 people was enraptured

. by his eloquence and over-

whelming logic. Similar di-
alogues were held in Ed-
monton, Calgary and Van-
couver before His Holiness
left Canada on October 6,
1986.

Its Canadian headquart-

ers are located at ‘‘BAIT-
UL-ISLAM’’, 10610 Jane
Street, Maple, Ontario,
LOJ 1EOQ, (416-832-2669),
and the Montreal mission

house “"AL-NUSRAT" is
located at 15795 Gouin
Boulevard West in Ste.
Genevieve (West Island),
P.O. Box 361, Pierrefonds,
P.Q. HI9H 4L1 (514)
453 1973.

HIS HOLINESS NAZRAT
MIRZA TAHIR AHMED

= 2&@131

“THE -EDMONTON JOURNAL, -BOX 2421 @
Edmonton,Alberta,Canada T5J 256
Circulation 350,000 o
THE EDMONTON JOURNAL, Saturday, September 20, 1986
- Religion =
- Religion

The leader of the world’s 10-mil-
lion member Ahmadiyya Move-
ment in Islam plans a visit to Ed-
monton later this month.

His Holiness Hazrat Mirza
Tahir Ahmad, 57, will visit mem-
bers of Edmonton’s Ahmadi com-
munity Sept. 29 and 30. He will
also give a public lecture and
speak with local media.

The Ahmadiyya Movement,
founded in 1889 by Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad, believes that its
founder is the Messiah promised
by various religions, including
Islam and Christianity.

It faces an increasingly restric-
tive environment in Pakistan,
where it is now headquartered, be-
cause of opposition from other Is-
lamic groups. Those groups, which
insist that Mohammed is the final
prophet of Islam, say the group
should not be permitted to call it-
self Islamic or Muslim because of
its understanding of prophethood.

The Ahmadis, backed with re-
ports from Amnesty International,
say their places of worship have
been desecrated and their religious
freedom denied in Pakistan. They
claim there is a “Pakistan-backed
worldwide crusade to wipe out the
sect.”

The tour of Canada by Hazrat
Ahmad comes only weeks after
Muslim scholars visited here, ask-
ing the Canadian government to
investigate the Ahmadi charges for
itself.

Ahmad laid the foundation
stone of the first Ahmadiyya
mosque in Canada earlier this
week and will be visiting members

of the sect in Calgary and Vancou- &
ver, as well as in Edmonton. Il
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Ahmadiyya
Moslems
meet
leader

By Kim Humphries
of the Star-Phoenix

To the 45 Saskatoon Ahmadiyya
Moslems, a two-hour stopover
Sunday night by the movement’s
world leader could be equated to
the Pope giving an audience to lo-
cal Roman Catholics.

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad,
elected leader of the world's 10
million Ahmadiyya Moslems, res-
cheduled his cross-country itiner-
ary to stop and meet with Saska-
toon followers who make up some
of the group’s 2.500 members na-
tionwide. ;

1 have come to convey a mes-
sage of peace.” he said in an in-
terview at the local branch’s
house-turned-mosque on the 500
hlock of Avenue F.

Ahmad arrived last week lo lay
a cornerstone for the first Canadi-
an mosque, located just outside
Toronto.

The Ahmadivya have pur-
chased land in Calgary and hope
to svon develop another mission.
. "It rthe Toronto mosque) is a
house of peace for all mankind.”

But the movement’s message ol
geodwill is pot reciprocated by
some Factions in Pakistan, where
the organization has a  strong
presence,

The Pakistani native said he
lives in exile in England. because
of “religious persecution™ in his
homeland.

- ——

Violence against the Ahma-
diyya drastically escalated in 1984
when the current Pakistani re-
gime issued Martial Law Ordi-
nance 20.

Among other things. it forbade
movement members to call them-
selves Moslems or refer fo their
faith as Islam.

1890s, rejects mainline Islamic
doctrine declaring _ that
Mohammed was the last prophet
of Allah.

Followers look instead Lo
Hazref Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the
founder of the sect, as Their spirit-
ual leader. The man visiting Sas- |
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Ahnfadiyya, dating back to U’]t‘)
J

— S-P Photo by John Kenney
Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad

katoon is the fourth leader since
the founder.

Ahmad claimed that he was the
*promised one” uniting all relig-
ions, including Christianity, Bud-
dhism. Hinduism and Moslems.

Unlike some Islamic groups,
the Abhmadiyyus reject “Holy
War” as a meuns of spreading
Islam.

“Kvery day, the Ahmadiyya
face such atrocities as having
their eyes gouged because of their
beliefs,” Ahmad said.

He said followers in other coun-
tries face similar degrees of per-
secution through social and eco-
nomic prejudice.
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Ahmadiyya: Chri

The Second Coming, for many
Christians, means the parting of
the heavens angelic choirs, blasts
of trumpets and the New Jerusa-
lem, with gates of pearl and streets
of gold.

It would be hard to miss.

But a small group in Pakistan
believes that: a) it already hap-
pened and b) most people missed

1t

The Ahmadiyya Movement in
Islam is a sect claiming 10 million
adherents which believes its
founder, Ghulam Ahmad, who
died in 1908, was the returning
Messiah predicted in Christian
and Moslem scriptures.

Interviewed during a rare visit
to Edmonton, the current head of
the movement said Christian con-
ceptions of the return of Jesus are
based on misinterpretations of
Scripture and of the character of
Jesus.

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, a
friendly, athletic 56-year-old now
living in exile in England because
of religious persecution in Paki-
stan, says Jesus' followers should
not expect a dramatic second com-
ing. His first coming set a simpler
style.

“Jesus appeared the first time as
a very humble man, born in an en-
slaved country, Judea, where the

Jews were expecting a deliverer
and a very grand style.”

But the Christ was “a very hum-
ble man, without weapons, who
preached that if your face is
slapped on one side you offer the
other.”

This same style was evident in
the second coming of Jesus, Haz-
rat Ahmad said.

“If it was good for the first com-
ing, it was also good for the second
coming.”

His group, which follows Mos-
lem practices, believes that Jesus
“never came to give temporal or
material advantage, but to draw
you away from materialism.”

The glory of Jesus, he said, is
not streets paved with gold but his
“humility, his lifestyle, his lack of
avarice, his quality of sacrifice.”

Ahmadiyya views of Jesus and
the Second Coming have brought
condemnation from both Chris-
tians and Moslems. Christians ob-
ject to placing Ghulam Ahmad on
an equal plane with Jesus Christ,
and other Moslems say Mo-
hammed was the final prophet of

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad
. Ahmadiyya Movement leader

As a result of its beliefs, the sect
faces severe repression in Pakistan.

"Its members are forbidden to call

themselves Moslems or their faith
Islam, and can be jailed even for
using traditional Moslem greet-
ings. Draconian legislation, in-
cluding a constitutional amend-
ment forbidding Ahmadiyyas to
call themselves Moslems, “forces
people to lie about their religion,”
something which no true Moslem
ruler could accept, Hazrat Ahmad
said.

The United Nations and Am-
nesty Intermational have backed
the Ahmadiyya claims of religious

1st has retur
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persecuuon, but the Pakistan gov-
ernment insists that it cannot per-
mit those it considers religious im-
postors to use the name of Islam,

Directors of the Canadian Ts-
lamic Centre in Edmonton, inter-
viewed before Hazrat Ahmad
came to Edmonton, accused the
Ahmadiyyas of sla.ndermg Jesus.

They translated portions of
Ghulam Ahmad’s writings for The
Journal. One portion, they say, ac-
cuses Jesus of making up lies, and
suggests his miracles were all a
hoax. Such suggestions are heresy
not only to Christians, but to
Islam, which reveres Jesus (as well
as Abraham and Moses) as a
prophet from God.

Hazrat Ahmad, a descendent of
the Ahmadiyya founder, bristles at
suggestions that his faith deni-
grates Jesus Christ.

Their founder, he said, is one
who “claims to be the image of
Jesus. How could he claim Jesus to
be a liar?” _

Ghulam Ahmad lived at a time
when Islam faced a serious threat
from the Cbnsuamty of India’s
British rulers, and in the religious
debates of his time, “the language
was far from civil,” Hazrat Ahmad
said. Ghulam Ahmad’s writings
about Jesus cannot be taken out of
that context, he said.
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Religious prejudice criticized

By Mark Tait
(Herald staff writer)

The head of the world’s 10-
million-member Ahmadiyya
Movement in Islam pleaded for
religious dialogue and offered a
blunt critique of Western soci-
ety’s pursuit of pleasure during a
visit to Calgary this week.

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, of
Rabwah, Pakistan, told guests
attending a luncheon Wednesday
the world would be better off if
leaders of the major religions
were prepared to discuss their
spiritual claims as dispassionate-
Iy as most scientists discuss their
disciplines.

Too often, he said, religious
leaders squabble over claims to
lead this or that body of follow-
ers instead of leading an open-
minded search for truth.

“Religion remains prejudicial
and narrow-minded,” he said.
“You may remain a Christian or
a Moslem, and you may, at the
same time, lead a life that has
nothing to do with Christianity
or Islam, and no one will take
offence.”

Brt the moment religious
leaders find their own followers
straying towards another faith,
he added, “You will find the
blood boils and there is hatred
where there should have been
love.

“The hard fact is that man —
in the field of religion — is still
in the past. The attitudes are in
the dark ages.”

The disproportion between
man’s rocketing scientific prog-
ress and the snail's-pace of his
moral and religious development
spells danger for the future of
mankind, he warned, because
“the more powerful the machine
becomes, the more skilful should

S e

Dean Bicknell, Calgary Heraid

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad pleads for dialogue

Honored as the ‘“‘supreme
head” of the Ahmadiyya move-
ment, Hazrat Ahmad made the
remarks in response to questions
posed by non-Moslem luncheon
guests invited to the luncheon by
Calgary’s small, 100-member
community.

His Calgary stay this week
was part of a nationwide tour
designed to raise the movement’s
profile in Canada and help
Ahmadis explain their religious

the 19th-century Indian figure
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad as a sec-
ond prophet after Islam’s sev-
enth-century founder, Muham-
mad.

This belief is viewed by main-
stream Sunni and Shiite Mos-
lems as heretical, and a good
deal of Hazrat Ahmad’s time
Wednesday was spent responding
to a non-Ahmadi Moslem who
questioned Mirza Ghulam Ah-
mad’s status as a prophet.

be the operator.

vy “As long as politics does not goals as citizens of this country. His remarks on the moral ‘b
4 3 ~ g 1 17 . .

bﬂ learn ‘& measire of absolute val. The Ahmaddiyya movement decline of Western societies came £
. ue or morality, there is danger.” differs principally from main- ' .y m
Y ’ ‘ stream Islam in that it reveres COATINUED e 1 hgE 27
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A persecuted minority —

Mirza Tahir Ahmed, fourth
Caliph of the Ahmediyas,
recently visiting Vancouver,
met his followers and held a
press conference on October 4
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.
Living in exile in England for
the past two years, the Caliph
believes a political coup isn’t
possible in Pakistan. Claiming
no country should pass discri-
minatory laws against any
religion, the Ahmediya Move-
ment released a 4 page state-
ment ‘A Crisis of Conscience’,
excerpted in the next Issue.

UITE a sensation was
caused in the world when
the Parliament of Pakistan
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion on September 7, 1974,
holding that all groups of
Qadiyanis were non-Muslims.
Qadiyani is yet another name
for the Admediya Muslims,
whose faith was founded by
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmed
of Qadian, the promised Mes-
siah, in 1889 at Qadian, a
. township of 20,000 in Gurdas-
pur district, 17 km from Batala
and 70 km from Amritsar.
The founder derived his
ancestry from a Mughal family
-of Punjab, which had come
here in the wake of Moghul
Emperor Babar's invasion. One
of his ancestors, Mirza Hadi
Beg, was appointed a Qazi, or
magistrate, with his headquar-
ters at Qadian village. He had
his jurisdiction over 70 sur-
rounding villages.

A VISION

For generations, the family
enjoyed the patropage of the
Moghul rulers and then the
British. Mirza Ghulam Ahmed
(1836-1908) had a vision that
he was the promised Messiah
or Reformer to interpret the

MIRZA TAHIR AHMED
Present head (fourth Caliph)
of Ahmediyas living in
England.

true teachings of Islam.

Intitially he had a small fol-
lowing, but gradually he
appointed a number of mis-
sionaries. As the number of
converts grew, there developed
some hostility not only among
the members of the other faiths
but also among the Muslims,
who believed that under the
Quranic injunctions there
could be no Prophet except
Mohammed, or any messiah.

After the death of Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, Hazrat
Maulvi Noor-ud-Din was
elected the spiritual head of
the faith, under whom the
movement had made further
progress. He, too, however,
died in 1914, and Hazrat Mirza
Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud
Ahmed was elected the second
Messiah and head of the move-
ment. ' ;

He happened to be a son of
the founder; though the com-
munity did not lay down any
rules to this effect. Under his
stewardship, the movement

I3tme

spread far and wide -as the
number of missionaries had in-
creased and a number of

Ahmediya missions were
established in several coun-
tries.

It was because of his aggres-
sive style of missionary activi-

ties that a set of Muslim fun-
damentalists, headed by some
pro-Congress  leaders like
Sheikh Hissam-ud-Din,
Maulana Daud Ghaznavi,
Ghasi Abdur Rehman, Maula-
na Ata Ullah Shah Bokhari
and others launched a crusade
against the Ahmediyas, de-
scribing their teachings and
actions  un-Islamic.  They
formed an organisation in the
1920s, known as Majlis-i-
Ahrar,

They had started their cam-
paign in the form of a civil
disobedience movement by
sending small jathas, or
groups, to Qadian to oppose
the Ahmediya campaign.
Apprehending a law and order
problem, the erstwhile British
Government of India imposed
a ban on assembly of five or
more persons under Section
144, Criminal Procedure Code,
which the Ahrars defied.

The Ahrar movement gained
momentum. Their opposition
had, however, boosted the
Ahmediya movement, as many
people who did not know any-
thing about the Ahmediyas be-
gan to take interest in their
preaching of religious tolera-
tion. They became either their
supporters or followers.

While the Ahrar movement
died its natural death, the
Ahmediyas gained in strength,
and their opposition aroused
the curiosity of other Muslims
toc know more about it. Thus
their numbers grew rapidly.

Continued on Page ¢ S &
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Now they claim to have at least
over the world.

" At the time of partition,
Ahmediyas of Qadian,, like
other  Muslims, migrated to
Pakistaninlargenumbem, and
only 313 persons were left be-

quarters. Nearly 30,000 were
reported to have left for Pakis-
tan, where their numbers swel-
led to about 40 lakh.
Unfortunately for
however, other Muslims con-
tinued an anti-Ahmediya cam-
- paign, id spite of the fact that
Chaudhri Zaffrullah Khan, the

tan, was an Ahmediya by faith.

The -Pakistan Government
has, by a resclution of its sup-
reme council, declared them
non-Muslims though they are
living in isolation in Rabwah, a

Pakistanis forget that Dr
Abdus Salam, the Nobel Prize
winner and an eminent physi-
cist, iz an Ahmediya and has to
live in Italy for pursuing his
further research work.

cluding djplomats, have settled
in Britain or the US.A,, or
other parts of Europe and Afri-
ca, where they have their mis-
sions. In. various .parts of
Pakistan, there were outbreaks
-of violence in which the houses
‘and shops of Ahmediyas were
 looted or set on fire and many
of them were killed or maimed.
In 1965, Mirza Bashir-ud-
Din Ahmed, the second Caliph
and head of the faith, died. The

- third Caliph, Mirza Nasir
Ahmed, who succeeded him,
also died in Pakistan in 1982,

Ahmed, is-liying in England.

n COMMUNAL PEACE

;63*( -In Qadian, Mirza Wasim

one crore followers spread all

hind to look after their head- .

tliem,'

first Foreign Minister of Pakis--

township in the Jhang district.

Several- eminent men, in-

The present \head. Mirza Tahir -

is the chief of the Ahmediya

community in India. There are

about 1,000 Ahmediyas in Qa-
“dian living in peace with their
“Hindu and Sikh neighbours.
. They are scattered. in various
parts of India. Their Indian

population is estimated at ab-
out 30,000. i

While they follow the Qura-
nic injunctions strictly, they
have faith in religious tolera-
tion and their leaders are often

" invited to address conferences

and conventions of worid reli-
gions in different ‘parts of the
world. _

An Ahmediya is expected to

contribute at least a 16th of his
income to the common fund for
missionary and other charit-
able works, with which -they
run schools and dispensaries

~and . help brilliant students
. pursue higher studies. -

b s

Their main difference with
-other Muslims is based on cer-
tain interpretations of ‘the
Quranic * prophesies. Their

leaders profess brotherhood of

man, love towards all and
hatred towards none. They
have published Islamic litera.
ture in most languages of the -
world and feel well entrenched
despite their persecution in
Pakistan and some other Islg-~
mic countries,

In view of the different §ys~
tems of government in diffe--
rent countries where the
Ahmediyas have been living or
have settled, the injunction
given both by the foundér of
the faith and his successive
Caliphs is that they should be

‘loyal to the vountry of their

adoption.” This hws naturally
given them the status of a
harmless community.

CON TINCED FLIY FAGE /o
sul, according to Pakistani news
reports.

According to human rights orga-
nizations, what also focuses public
anger against the Ahmadis is a
Pakistani law. The ordinance
threatens Ahmadis with three-year
jail terms if they represent them-
selves as Moslems by saying Mos-
lem prayers or describing  their
place of worship as a masjid
(mosque), 3

The ordinance, passed by Presi-
dent Mohammed Zia ul-Haq in 1984,
has been condemned by several
human rights groups such as Am-
nesty International, the United
Nations Commission on Human
Rights and the Lawyers Committee
for Human Rights in New York.

The official sanctions against the
Ahmadiyya sect were started by
former Pakistani prime minister
Zullikar Ali  Bhutto, who was
hanged by the current Government.

Under Mr. Bhutto’s auspices, the
Pakistani Parliament declared the
Ahmadis non-Moslems. Their pass-
ports were so stamped and hence
they were denied entry to Saudi
Arabia to perform the pilgrimage at
Mecca, cne of the five pillars of
Islam.

That the Khatm-e-Naboowat has
official sanction in Pakistan be.
comes clear from a message Gen.
Zia sent to the conference in London
last year. In it, he said: “We will,
Insha’Allah (God willing), perse-
vere in our effort to er.;ure that the
cancer of Qadianism (another name
for the sect, whose founder was
born in Qadian, India) is extermi-
nated.”

f’;& Ahmed, a scion of the founder,

e
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igi_(;n’if f -Chateau Frontenac Hotel in Québec ﬁ
TN o S0 TR City and the Montreal Museum of '
_«Religious prejudice criticized, | Fine Arts, also designed one of the -
o principal Baha'’i buildings, the Mau- -
CONTINGED Feinr Frop 24 soleum of the Bab (regarded as the
later when he was asked why he lprecurspr of Baha'u’llah) at what is
had courteously but firmly de- now Haifa, Israel. R L
clined to shake hands with Abdu’l-Baha, son and successor of
women guests at the luncheon. Baha'v’llah, stayed in the Maxwells’
The practice, he said, was part house for three days of a nine-day
of Islam’s emphasis on separa- stay in in Montreal in 1912 during a -
tion of the sexes outside of mar- North ‘American tour. The house, at
r.',:E‘Sg:i;:h separation is considered I Ph}e Ave. W., is now owned and
vital, he argued, because Islam ;Tlh:ilnti_lll_leql by the Be_ahan S.a4 a
teaches that easy access to the ne",. - ' . w
animal pleasures of sex will ‘Baha'i groups meet every 19 days
debase man’s nature, turning for prayer, meditation, discussion
him away from higher forms of and socializing. Baha'i practices in- -
love such as devotion to family clude daily prayer, a March fast and -
ang ;h:-'t Ssgf;al&gf;:):r-‘dshake - avoidance’of alcohol. Bahai’s are
seem iIlIlOl.'.'e’l’]t, he said, but casu- ;i‘:;al:dmg bu:ttry t?i E_lVOld military
al contact between the sexes m 3",.9".’ vy-po tlFS' el
tends inevitably towards tempta- All Baha'is join the faith by choice: -
tion. Sexual activity should be children of Baha’is can choose
confined to its God-ordained whether they want to do so once they
function of human reproduction. are 15 or older, - S e An M
; With ﬂthe declgae of Cix;lstiani; Moss said that, far from there
y’s influence during the pas ; s Ay M
two centuries, he said, Western Eﬁe;ill%rzn]y g‘ahall Moslem tensml:l 0,
societies have forgotten this. The P eds Liere are 4 few P‘,’,’s"’n‘
result is that social distress and origin Bahglpartne}'s in Baha'i-Mos-
family instability are much high- lgm marriages. This is interesting,
er than they should be because since Baha'i insists any marriage of
people believe even the most a Baha'i must have the consent of all
 sensual pleasures should be open living parents on both sides. -
to them. “Christianity has noth- Canadian Baha’is are keenl
ing to do with your current so- awa f th . I0ILY
cial values,” he said. “More and ware of the sufferings of their co-
more licence has been asked, and religionists in Iran and have spon-
more and more licence has been sored many of the refugee immi-
given.” grants. But Moss said Canadian
: Baha'is are not obsessed with the sit-
uation. "o i
ffﬁﬁzﬁﬁé- = _ = = = = = rsyﬂﬁfmzil
iﬁ CONTINCED Flttr PAGE F i ﬁf
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®  PRESS REPORT OF HAZUR'S VISIT ¥

We believe that Jamaat Ahmadiyya Canada received a fair amount -
of newspaper,Radio and TV coverage during Hazur's visit. This
exposure of our community at this wide scale had not happened
before. Although, there is a lot of ignorance and misunderstand-
ing about our community and this has also reflected in some

of the newspapers reporting ,however, we are trying our level
best to introduce our community in the most positive sense. &
May Allah help us-in our efforts. Amin. ol
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