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“And hold fast, all together, by the
rope of Allah and be not divided.”

(The Holy Qur’an, Siirah Al-e-‘Imran, 3:104)

A souvenir pin from the Khilafat (Silver) Jubilee celebrations of 1939




During the historic address of May 27, 2008 (100-year celebration of Khilafat Ahmadiyya), Hazrat Khalifatul-
Masih V (May Allah be his Helper!) said: “I take the following pledge from you so that despite the passage of
time our actions should not take us away from the teachings and example of the Promised Messiah® and the
commandments of Allah the Almighty. But each day should make us hold the promise of Allah the Almighty in
high regard.” This pledge is being presented below in this Khilafat issue.

In the Name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful

I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah. He is one and has no partner. And, I
bear witness that Muhammad®® is His servant and His Messenger.

Today, on the completion of 100 years of Khilafat Ahmadiyya, we take oath by invoking the name of
Allah, the Exalted, and pledge that we shall continue to strive, until the final moments of our lives, for
the propagation of Islam Ahmadiyyat and the name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, to the corners
of the world. For the completion of this sacred duty, our lives shall remain dedicated to Allah and His
Holy Prophet* and, by offering sacrifices in ever-increasing measure, we will keep the standard of
Islam flying high in every country until the end of time.

We also affirm that we will continue to endeavour, until our last breath, to safeguard and strengthen
the system of Khilafat and shall continue to keep advising our generations to remain attached to
Khilafat and benefit from its blessings so that Khilafat Ahmadiyya may remain until the end of time,
and the dissemination of Islam’s message may continue through the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam,
until the end of time, and the banner of the Holy Prophet® may fly higher than all other banners of
the world.

0 God! Please enable us to fulfill this pledge.
el s el o el o I

Amin, Amin, Amin!
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PEARLS OF WISDOM

Allah has promised to those among you who
believe and do good works that He will surely
make them Successors in the earth, as He
made Successors from among those who were
before them; and that He will surely establish
for them their religion which He has chosen
for them; and that He will surely give them
in exchange security and peace after their
fear; they will worship Me, and they will not
associate anything with Me. Then whoso
is ungrateful after that, they will be the
rebellious. (24:56)

Hazrat Huzaifa™ relates that the Holy Prophet+
said that Prophethood shall remain among you
as long as Allah wills. He will then bring about its
end and follow it with Khilafat on the precepts of
Prophethood for as long as He wills and then bring
about its end. Then kingship shall follow that and
remain as long as Allah wills and then come to
an end. There shall then be tyranny which shall
remain as long as Allah wills and come to an end
upon His decree. There will then emerge Khilafat
on the precepts of Prophethood. Then the Holy
Prophet* kept silent.

(Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal)
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KHILAFAT - THE SECOND MANIFESTATION

This is the way of God. And ever since He created man on earth He has always been
demonstrating this divine practice. He helps His Prophets® and Messengers® and
grants them success and predominance, as He says, “Allah has decreed, ‘Most surely,
I will prevail, I and my Messengers™ (58:22). And by predominance is meant that as
Messengers® and Prophets® desire that God’s Hujjat is established in the world and no
one is able to oppose it, so, in turn, does God demonstrate with powerful signs their
truthfulness as well as the truth they wish to spread in the world. He lets them sow
the seed of it [the truth], but He does not let it come to full fruition at their hands.
Rather, He causes them to die at such a time as apparently forebodes a kind of failure
and thereby provides an opportunity for the opponents to laugh at, ridicule, taunt, and
reproach the Prophets®. And after they have had their fill of ridicule and reproach,
He reveals yet another dimension of His Might and creates such means by which the
objectives which had to some extent remained incomplete are fully realized.

Thus, He manifests two kinds of Power. First, He shows the hand of His Power at
the hands of His Prophets®* themselves. Second, when with the death of a Prophet®,
difficulties and problems arise and the enemy feels stronger and thinks that things
are in disarray and is convinced that now this Jama‘at will become extinct and even
members of the Jama‘at, too, are in a quandary and their backs are broken, and some
of the unfortunate ones choose paths that lead to apostasy, then it is that God for
the second time shows His mighty power and supports and takes care of the shaken
Jama‘at. Thus, one who remains steadfast till the end witnesses this miracle of God.

So dear friends! Since it is the Sunnatullah from time immemorial that God Almighty
shows two manifestations so that two false joys of the opponents be put to an end, it
is impossible now that God should relinquish His Sunnah. So do not grieve over what
I have said to you, nor should your hearts be distressed. For it is essential for you to
witness the second manifestation also, and its Coming is better for you because it is
everlasting the continuity of which will not end till the Day of Judgement. And that
second Manifestation cannot come unless I depart. But when I depart, God will send
that second Manifestation for you which shall always stay with you just as promised by
God in Barahin Ahmadiyya. And this promise is not for my person. Rather, the promise
is with reference to you, as God [addressing me] says: I shall make this Jama‘at who
are your followers, prevail over others till the Day of Judgment. Thus it is inevitable
that you see the day of my departure, so that after that day the day comes which is the
day of everlasting promise. Our God is He who keeps His promise and is faithful and
is the truthful God. He shall show you all that He has promised. Though these days
are the last days of this world and there are many disasters waiting to happen, yet it
is necessary that this world continues to exist until all those things about which God
has prophesied come to pass. I came from God as a manifestation of Divine providence
and I am a personification of His Power. And after I am gone, there will be some other
persons who will be the manifestation of the second power [of God].

(The will, pp. 5-8)

Minaratul-Masth
Qadian, India
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n this Friday sermon, our Imam,

Hazrat  Khalifatul-Masth v,

continuing with an account of the

lives of those Companions of the

Holy Prophet* who participated in
the Battle of Badr.

Hazrat Abu Huzaifah bin ‘Utbah™:

His Kunniyyat was Abu Huzaifah. The
names Hushaim, Hashim, Qais, Hisl, and
Migsam are also attributed to him. His
mother was known by the title of Umme
Safwan and her name was Fatima bint
Safwan, Hazrat Abu Huzaifah™ was a
tall, handsome man with a beautiful
countenance. He had accepted Islam
before the Holy Prophets came to Dar-
e-Arqam and was among the very early
Muslims. Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad
Sahib™writes that Abu Huzaifah belonged
to Banu Umaiyyah and his father’s name
was ‘Utbah bin Rabi‘ah. He was among
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the chiefs of the Quraish. He was part
of the two migrations to Abyssinia,
accompanied by his wife Hazrat Sahlah
bin Suhail®,

With regard to the migration to Abyssinia,
Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad Sahib™ writes
that when the persecution of Muslims
at the hands of the Makkans crossed all
bounds and they grew in their atrocities,
the Holy Prophet® ordered the Muslims
to migrate to Abyssinia. He said that
the King of Abyssinia was a fair and just
man and would not persecute anyone. At
that time there was a powerful Christian
monarchy in Abyssinia. The king was
called Najashi, and Abyssinia had
commercial ties with Arabia. The name
of the king at the time was Ashamah who
was a fair, intelligent and powerful king.
Among those who migrated to Abyssinia
in 5 Nabawl at the command of the
Holy Prophets* were Hazrat Uthman bin

Affan™; his wife Ruqaiyyah™, daughter
of the Holy Prophet®; Abdur Rahman bin
‘Auf: Zubair bin Al-‘Awam; Abu Huzaifah
bin ‘Utbah; Uthman bin Maz‘un, Mus‘ab
bin ‘Umair; Abu Salamah bin ‘Abdul Asad
and his wife Umm-e-Salamah.

Huzoor®* explained at length the reasons
behind the migration to Abyssinia and
how it took place.

Thereafter, when permission was
granted to migrate to Madinah, Hazrat
Abu Huzaifah™and his freed slave Hazrat
Salim™ both migrated to Madinah. In
Madinah they stayed with Hazrat ‘Abbad
bin Bishr™. The Holy Prophet? established
a bond of brotherhood between Hazrat
Huzaifah™ and Hazrat ‘Abbad bin Bishr™.
Hazrat Abu Huzaifah™ also participated
in the expedition of Hazrat ‘Abdullah bin
Jahsh™. This expedition is also known as
the preliminary Battle of Badr.



Huzoor* gave some details of
this expedition as described in
Sirat Khatamun-Nabiyyin.

During the Battle of Badr,
Hazrat Abu Huzaifah™ came
out to fight his father who was
on the side of the nonbelievers,
but the Holy Prophet® stopped
him from fighting his father
and said let someone else fight
him. His father, uncle, brother
and nephew were all killed
at Badr, but he showed great
forbearance and submitted to
the will of Allah and offered
gratitude for the victory
Allah had granted to the Holy
Prophets,

Hazrat ‘A’isha™ relates that

when, at the Holy Prophet’s®
command, the bodies of the nonbelievers
who had been killed at Badr were being
dropped into a well, there were signs
of unhappiness on the face of Hazrat
Abu Huzaifah™, since his father was also
among the dead. The Holy Prophets
asked him whether he was displeased
at what was being done to his father’s
body. Whereupon Hazrat Abu Huzaifah
answered: ‘O Prophet of Allah, I have
no doubt with regard to Allah and the
Prophet, but my father was a kind,
truthful and wise person. He had his
opinions, but they were based on what
he thought was true, there was no ill-
intention on his part. This is why I had
wished that Allah may guide him to
Islam before his death, but this did not
happen, and so he came to this tragic
end, which saddened me.” Thereupon
the Holy Prophet® prayed for Hazrat
Abu Huzaifah™, Hazrat Abu Huzaifah™
participated in all the Battles alongside
the Holy Prophet®. He was martyred
at the age of fifty-three or fifty-four in
Battle of Yamama during the Khilafat of
Hazrat Abu Bakr.

Huzoor® then spoke about a veteran
servant of the Jama‘at, Professor Sa‘ud
Ahmad Khan Sahib, who passed away on
January 21, 2019.

His father, Hazrat Muhammad Hasan
Ahsan Dehlvi® was a Companion of
the Promised Messiah®, His paternal

grandfather, Hazrat Mahmood Hasan
Khan Sahib®, who was a teacher in
Patiala, was also a Companion of the
Promised Messiah® and was enlisted by
the Promised Messiah®* among his 313
companions.

Professor Sa‘ud Khan Sahib devoted his
life for the Jama‘at in 1945. He obtained
B.A. Honors in Persian from Aligarh
University. From June 1946 to October
1949 he taught at Talimul Islam High
School in Qadian. In 1949 he taught
English at Jami‘a Ahmadiyya for a few
months. In 1950, Hazrat Khalifatul-
Masth 11" posted him to Ghana to render
services for the Jama‘at. He was the first
Vice-Principal of Ahmadiyya Secondary
School Ghana. In Tarikh Ahmadiyyat, his
name is at the top of the list of eight
missionaries who departed for West
Africa, East Africa and Holland in 1950.

In 1958, he returned to Pakistan as per
instructions of Hazrat Musleh Mau‘td™
and completed his M.A. in History from
the Punjab University. In 1961 he was
re-appointed to serve in Ghana where
he rendered commendable services until
1968.

When the system of translation was set
up at Jalsa Salana, he had the honor of
translating Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih III’s™
addresses into English, and he continued
to do this until the last Jalsa held in
Rabwah in 1983.

Hazrat Khalifatul-Masth V@

After his return to Pakistan in 1968,
Hazrat Khalifatul-Masth 1II*™ appointed
him as lecturer in Ta‘limul Islam College.
In 1987, Hazrat Khalifatul-Masth 1v™
appointed him as a lecturer in Jami‘a
Ahmadiyya where he served for one year.

Masood Khan Dehlvi Sahib, the elder
brother of Sa‘ud Khan Sahib who also
served as Editor of Al-Fazl, used to say
that Sa‘ud Khan was a mobile library. He
had great knowledge and intellect. He
was also very meek and humble. He was
a devout person who was punctual in his
Tahgjjud prayer. He was a good host, had
a balanced personality and firm faith in
God. His devotion and zeal for service
of faith is worthy of emulation by every
life-devotee. He was a very modest and
hardworking scholar. He is survived
by one daughter and two sons. His son
Sa‘d Sa‘ud Sahib is serving as President
of a Jama‘at in UK. Sa‘ud Khan Sahib
demonstrated extraordinary love and
devotion to Khilafat. May God Almighty
also enable his progeny to remain
attached with Khilafat and Jama‘at! May
Allah continue to elevate his spiritual
station! Amin!

Huzoor® led his funeral prayer in
absentia after the Friday prayer.



ur Imam, Hazrat Khalifatul-

Masih V# continued with the

accounts of the Companions

of the Holy Prophet® who

participated in the Battle of
Badr.

Hazrat Abu Mulail Bin Al-Az‘ar:

His mother’s name was Umme ‘Amr bint
Ashraf, and he belonged to ‘Aus tribe of
Ansar. He had the honor of participating
in the Battles of Badr and Uhud.
According to one account, his brother
Hazrat Abu Habib bin Az‘ar™ also took
part in Badr and other battles.

Hazrat Anas Bin Mu‘az Ansari™:

In some accounts his name is cited as
Unais. He belonged to Banu Najjar clan
of Khazraj tribe of Ansar. His mother’s
name was Umme Unas bint Khalid. He
accompanied the Holy Prophet in all
the Battles, including Badr, Uhud and
Khandaq. He died during the Khilafat
of Hazrat Uthman™. In other accounts,
however, it is mentioned that he and his
brother Hazrat Uba’i Bin Mu‘az™ were
martyred at Bi'r-e-Ma‘linah.

Hazrat Abu Shaikh Uba’i Bin Thabit™:

His title was Abu Shaikh. He belonged to
Banu ‘Adi clan of Khazraj tribe of Ansar.
His mother’s name was Sukhta bint
Haritha. He was the brother of Hazrat
Hassan bin Thabit™ and Hazrat ‘Aus bin
Thabit™. He participated in the Battles of
Badr and Uhud and was martyred at Bi'r-
e-Ma‘tinah. According to some accounts,
he was martyred in the Battle of Uhud,
but other accounts state that it was not
him but his brother ‘Aus bin Thabit who
was martyred at Uhud.

Hazrat Abu Burdah Bin Niyar™:
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He was commonly known by his title Abu
Burdah, but his actual name was Hani. In
otheraccounts hisnameisalso mentioned
as Harith and Malik. He belonged to
Baliy clan of the tribe of Banu Quza‘a.
According to varying accounts, he was
either the maternal or paternal uncle of
Hazrat Bara’ bin ‘Azib™, He participated
in the Second Bai‘at at Aqabah. He also
accompanied the Holy Prophet® in all
the Battles, including Badr, Uhud and
Khandaq. On the day of the conquest
of Makkah, Hazrat Abu Burdah™ was
holding the flag of Banu Haritha. When
Hazrat Abu Burdah™ and Hazrat Abu
‘Abs™ accepted Islam they broke the
idols of Banu Haritha tribe. Hazrat Abu
Burdah™ also accompanied Hazrat ‘Ali®
in all his Battles. He died during the
early years of Hazrat Mu‘awiyah’s™reign.
There are conflicting accounts about the
date of his death, some placing it at 41
A.H, and others at 42 A.H or even 45 A.H.

Hazrat As‘ad bin Yazid™:

His father’s name was Yazid bin Al-
Fakah and he belonged to Banu Zuraik
branch of Ansar tribe of Banu Khazraj.
He accompanied the Holy Prophet® in
the Battles of Badr and Uhud. Some have
given his names as of As‘ad bin Yazid,
while others mention it as Sa‘d bin Zaid,
Sa‘id bin Al-Fakah or Sa‘d bin Yazid.

Hazrat Tamim Bin Ya‘ar Ansari:

His father’s name was Ya‘ar. He belonged
to the branch of Banu Jidarah bin
‘Auf bin Al-Harith of Khazraj tribe. He
accompanied the Holy Prophet® in the
Battles of Badr and Uhud.

Hazrat Aus bin Thabit bin Munzir™:
He was also an Ansari and his title was Abu

Shaddad. His father’s name was Thabit
and his mother was Sakhta bint Haritha.

When Hazrat Abu Burdah™ and Hazrat Abu
‘Abs™ accepted Islam they broke the idols of

Banu Haritha tribe.
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He was the father of the well-known
Companion, Hazrat Shaddad bin Aus™. He
belonged to Ansar tribe of Banu ‘Amr bin
Malik bin Najjar. He participated in the
second Bai‘at at ‘Aqaba and accompanied
the Holy Prophet®in the Battles of Badr
and Uhud. He was martyred during the
Battle of Uhud.

Hazrat Thabit bin Khansa™:

He belonged to Banu Ghanam bin ‘Adi
bin Najjar tribe. He had the honor to
participate in the Battle of Badr.

Hazrat Aus bin As-Samit™:

He was the brother of Hazrat ‘Ubadah
bin As-Samit™, He accompanied the Holy
Prophet® in all the Battles, including
Badr and Uhud. He was also a poet. Later,
Hazrat Aus™ and Hazrat Shaddad bin Aus
Ansari® went to live in Jerusalem. He
died at Ramla in 34 A.H at the age of 72.

Hazrat Arqam bin Abi Arqam™:

His title was Abu ‘Abdullah. His mother
was Umaimah bint Harith. He belonged
to Banu Makhziim tribe. He was amongst
the first Companions to accept Islam. He
owned a house outside of Makkah near
the mountain of Safa, which is famous in
history as Dar-e-Arqam, where the Holy
Prophet® would preach and Muslims
would gather for prayer. This was where
Hazrat ‘Umar™ accepted Islam, after
which the number of Muslims rose to 40.
Hazrat Arqam™ accompanied the Holy
Prophet® in the Battle of Badr and the
Holy Prophet® gave him a sword out of
the spoils of war. On one occasion, the
Holy Prophets* appointed him to collect
Sadaqgat. It is also recorded in history
that Hazrat Arqam™ was among the
members of Hilful Fuddl. His son Hazrat
Uthman bin Arqam™ relates that his
father passed away in 53 A.H. at the age
of 83. In keeping with Hazrat Arqam’s™
will, his funeral prayer was led by Hazrat
Sa‘ad bin Abi Waqas™ and he was buried
in Jannatul Baqr".



Hazrat Basbas Bin ‘Amr*:

According to one source, his name was
Basbas bin Bishr. He belonged to Banu
Sa‘idah bin Ka‘ab bin Khazraj tribe, while
‘Urwa bin Zubair states that he belonged
to Banu Tarif bin Khazraj. Hazrat Basbas™
participated in the Battle of Badr and
Uhud and is counted among the Ansar.

Hazrat Tha‘labah Bin ‘Amr Ansari™:

He belonged to Banu Najjar tribe. His
mother’s name was Kabshah and she was
the sister of the renowned poet Hazrat
Hassan bin Thabit™, Hazrat Tha‘labah™
accompanied the Holy Prophet? in all
the Battles, including Badr. He is among
those Companions who destroyed the
idols of Banu Salma. He died during the
Khilafat of Hazrat ‘Umar™ in the Battle of
the Bridge, whereas according to some
accounts he died in Madinah during the
Khilafat of Hazrat ‘Uthman,

Hazrat Tha‘labah Bin Ghanamah™:

His mother was Jahira bin Qain. He
belonged to Banu Salamah tribe of the
Ansar, He was among the 70 Companions
who participated in the second Bal‘at
at Agabah. Hazrat Tha‘labah™ fought
in the Battles of Badr and Uhud and
was martyred in the Battle of Khandagq.
According to another account, he was
martyred in the Battle of Khaibar.

Hazrat Jabir Bin Khalid™:

He belonged to the Ansar tribe of Banu
Dinar. He took part in the Battles of Badr
and Uhud.

Hazrat Harith Bin Nu‘man Umaiyyah
Ansari™:

He belonged to Aus tribe of Ansar. He
participated in the Battles of Badr and
Uhud. He was the paternal uncle of
Hazrat ‘Abdullah bin Jubair® and Hazrat
Khawwat bin Jubair™,

Hazrat Harith Bin Anas Ansari™:

His mother’s name was Hazrat Umme
Sharik™® and his father was Anas bin
Rafi‘, He belonged to Banu ‘Abdul Ashhal
branch of Aus tribe. He participated in
the Battle of Badr and was martyred at
Uhud. He was among the few companions
who stood steadfast on the mountain pass
alongside Hazrat Abdullah bin Jubair™
and was martyred.

Hazrat Huraith bin Zaid Ansari™:

In some accounts his name is mentioned
as Zaid bin Tha‘labah. He belonged to
Banu Zaid bin Harith branch of Khazraj
tribe. He also participated in the Battle of
Uhud.

Hazrat Harith bin As-Simma™:
He belonged to Banu Najjar tribe of Ansar

and was martyred at Bi'r-e-Ma‘unah. He
did not practically participate in the
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Battle of Badr because he was ill and
the Holy Prophet® sent him back to
Madinah, but, on account of his zeal and
resolve, the Holy Prophet® counted him
among those who had participated in
Battle of Badr and gave him share from
the spoils of war. He also fought in the
Battle of Uhud and was among those who
remained steadfast and did not abandon
their post. He was martyred at Bi'r-e-
Ma‘unah.

Huzoor* prayed that may Allah continue
to elevate the ranks of all the Companions
who participated in the Battle of Badr!
Amin!

ur Imam, Hazrat Khalifa-

tul-Masth Vv#  continued

with the accounts of the

Companions of the Holy

Prophet® who participated
in the Battle of Badr.

Hazrat Khalid bin Qais™:
He belonged to Banu Bayazah branch of

Khazraj tribe. His father’s name was Qais
bin Malik and his mother was Salmah
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bint Harithah. His wife’s name was Umm-
e-Rabi’l and they had a son by the name
of Abdur Rahman. According to Ibn-
e-Ishaqg, he participated in the Second
Bai’at Aqabah along with 70 Ansar. He
participated in the Battles of Badr and
Uhud.

Hazrat Harith bin Khazamah Ansari™:

His title was Abu Bishr. He belonged
to the Khazraj tribe of Ansar who were

confederates of Banu ‘Abd Al-Ashhal.
He accompanied the Holy Prophet® in
all the Battles, including Badr, Uhud
and Khandagq. It is reported that during
the Battle of Tabik the Holy Prophet’s®
camel went missing, upon which the
hypocrites started objecting, “How can
he have knowledge of the Heavens when
he does not even know where his camel
is?” When the Holy Prophet® heard this,
he said, “I only know that which God
reveals to me.” He® then said that God



had informed him that his camel was
in a certain valley. Hazrat Harith bin
Khazamah™ was the Companion who
went in search of the camel and found it
in that valley. He died in Madinah in 40
A.H, during the Khilafat of Hazrat ‘Ali™,
at the age of 67.

Hazrat Khunais bin Huzafah™:

His title was Abu Huzafah. His mother’s
name was Za‘ifah bint Hizyam. He
belonged to Banu Sahm bin ‘Amr tribe.
He had accepted Islam before the
Holy Prophet® came to Dar Arqam. He
was brother of Hazrat ‘Abdullah bin
Huzafah™, Hazrat Khunais™ was among
the Muslims who took part in the second
migration to Abyssinia. He is counted
among the first of the Muhajirs. He
participated in the Battle of Badr. Ummul
Mu’minin Hazrat Hafsah™ was the widow
of Hazrat Khunais™ before she married
the Holy Prophet®. It is written in Sirat
Khatamun-Nabiyyin that Hazrat Khunais™
became ill after the Battle of Badr and
soon died of the illness. According to
another account, he was wounded in
the Battle of Uhud and later succumbed
to those injuries in Madinah. The Holy
Prophet® lead his funeral prayer and he
was buried in Jannat-ul-Baql’i next to
Hazrat "'Uthman bin Maz’un™,

Hazrat Harithah bin Nu‘man™:

His title was Abu ‘Abdullah. He was an
Ansari and belonged to Banu Najjar
branch of Khazraj tribe. He accompanied
the Holy Prophet® in all the Battles,
including Badr, Uhud and Khandaq.
He is counted among the eminent
Companions. His mother’s name was
Ja‘adah bint ‘Ubaid. Among his children
were ‘Abdullah, Abdur-Rahman, Sa’udah,
‘Umrah and Umm-e-Hisham, and their
mother was Umm-e-Khalid. His other
children included Umm-e-Kulthiim
whose mother was from Banu ‘Abdullzh
bin Ghatafan tribe, and Amatullah whose
mother was from Banu Jundu‘. Hazrat
‘A’isha™ relates that the Holy Prophet®
held Hazrat Harithah™ in great esteem.
He was very kind towards his mother and
the Holy Prophet® said that everyone
should follow his virtuous example.
Hazrat Harithah bin Nu‘man™ went blind
in his final years. Thereafter, he tied a
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rope leading from his place of prayer to
the door of his house. He would keep a
basket of dates with him, and whenever
any needy person came to his door, he
would take some dates and reach the
door with the help of the rope and give
them to the visitor. His family would ask
him why he went into all that trouble
when he could ask them to do it for him,
but he said that he did it himself because
he heard the Holy Prophet® say that
helping the needy wards off an evil death.
Hazrat ‘A’isha™ relates that on the day of
the Battle of Hunain, the Holy Prophets
asked his Companions as to who would
keep guard at night. Thereupon, Hazrat
Harithah™ stood up slowly, because he
never hurried with anything., Seeing
this, the Companions said to the Holy
Prophet® that shyness has spoiled him
and on this occasion, he should have
gotten up quickly. But the Holy Prophet*
said, “Do not say that shyness has spoiled
him, rather it would be true to say that
shyness has perfected him.” Hazrat
Harithah bin Nu‘man® died during the
rule of Hazrat Amir Mu‘awiyah™,

Hazrat Bashir bin Sa‘ad™:

His title was Abu Nu‘man, His father was
Sa‘ad bin Tha‘alabah and he was brother
to Hazrat Simak bin Sa‘ad™, He belonged
to Khazraj tribe. His mother’s name was
Unaisah bint Khalifa and his wife was
‘Amrah bint Rawahah. Hazrat Bashir™
knew how to write prior to Islam, which
was a very rare thingamong the Arabs. He
was among the 70 Ansar who participated
in the second Bai‘at at Aqabah.

In 7 A.H. the Holy Prophet® sent 30 men
for the Battle of Fadak bani Murrah.
A fierce Battle took place and Hazrat
Bashir™ fought valiantly, in the course of
which a sword cut through his ankle and
he fell down unconscious. The enemy left
him for dead. In the evening when he
regained consciousness he came to Fadak
and stayed at the house of a Jew for a
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few days and then returned to Madina.
Likewise, in 7 A.H. the Holy Prophet**sent
him along with 300 men to Yumn and
Jabar which lie between Fadak and Wadil
Qura where some people of Ghatfan had
gathered along with ‘Uainah bin Hisn Al-
Fazari and were conspiring against Islam.
Hazrat Bashir® fought against them and
dispersed them.

Hazrat Nu‘man bin Bashir® says that:
My father gifted me some of his wealth.
My mother ‘Amrah bint Rawahah said
that she would not be satisfied until
I requested the Holy Prophet® to be
a witness to this bestowal. When my
father came to the Holy Prophet® for
this purpose, the Holy Prophet® asked,
“Have you given the same to all of your
children?” Meaning, have you given
everyone the same amount of wealth or
the same gift? He responded: “No.” The
Holy Prophet® then said, “Fear Allah and
treat your children fairly.” My father
returned and took the gift back from
me. This incident has been cited in Sahih
Muslim as follows: the Holy Prophets
said, “Do not make me a witness to an
injustice.” Regarding this kind of gift,
Hazrat Musleh Mau‘Gd™ says that this

Do not say that shyness has spoiled him,
rather it would be true to say that shyness

has perfected him.
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does not apply to small, everyday things,
but rather to valuable things so that
the children do not resent one another.
Huzoor® said: This is a matter related
to Figah which everyone should keep
in mind when dividing inheritance or
bestowing gifts.

Baitul Futuh Mosque, London

In 12 A.H., Hazrat Bashir™ accompanied
Hazrat Khalid bin Walid™ in the Battle
of ‘Ainut Tamr during the Khilafat of
Hazrat Abu Bakr™ and was martyred in
that Battle. Hazrat Bashir™ was the first
person to have pledged Bai‘at at the
hand of Hazrat Abu Bakr™ at Saqifah

Banu Sa‘idah. This was a meeting place
of Banu Khazraj tribe in Madinah and it
was where the first gathering was held
to elect a Khalifa after the demise of the
Holy Prophet®.

At the end of the sermon Huzoor®
requested the Jama‘at for prayers in the
context of attacks against Ahmadi homes
and shops in Bangladesh as a result of
which some Ahmadis have been injured.

Huzoor® then informed the Jama‘at
of the sad demise of Siddiqua Begum
Sahiba of Dunyapur, Pakistan. She was
the mother of Laeeq Ahmad Mushtaq
Sahib, Missionary In-Charge of Surinam
in South America. She was the wife of
Sheikh Muzaffar Ahmad Sahib. Huzoor®
spoke about her virtues and led her
funeral prayer in absentia after the
Friday prayer.

MUSLEH MAUD: THE PROPHECY AND ITS FULFILLMENT

ur Imam, Hazrat Khalifatul-

Masih V# said that these

days, Musleh Mau‘Gd Day

is being commemorated

in the Jama‘ats all over the
world. The purpose of this is to honor
the prophecy made by the Promised
Messiah® wherein Allah had promised to
give him a son with special qualities. This
son would be a true servant to the faith,
would have a long life, and would carry
on the mission of the Promised Messiah®,
This prophecy was made on February
20, 1886 and it is a great sign of Allah’s
support for the Promised Messiah® and
truth of his claim. In keeping with the
prophecy, the Promised Son was born on
January 12, 1889 and was named Mirza
Bashirud-Din-Mahmid Ahmad, whom
Allah blessed with the mantle of Khilafat
after the demise of Hazrat Khalifatul-
Masih 17,

The Promised Messiah® said that this
prophecy is a grand heavenly sign that
Allah has manifested in order to reveal
the truth and glory of our Holy Prophet?2.

FEBRUARY 22, 2019

Having accepted my humble entreaties,
Allah promised to send a blessed soul
whose inner and outer blessings would
encompass the world.

Allah had given the tiding of a son with
many extraordinary qualities. He would
have a long life; he would be extremely
intelligent; he would be characterized
with grandeur, greatness and wealth;
nations would be blessed through him;
and he would be filled with secular and
spiritual knowledge. He would be given
deep understanding of the Qur’an, and
through this God-given knowledge he
would serve the Holy Qur’an and reveal
its true status before the world. He
would serve to free those in bondage. He
would be ‘Alam-e-Kabab’, meaning that
in his time the world will face universal
calamities. And he would find fame to the
corners of the earth.”

Huzoor® said that we find that the
time of Hazrat Musleh Mau‘Gd™ was
characterized by two world wars and
many other calamities. And then through

his missionary endeavors his fame
reached all over the world and continues
to spread to this day.

With regard to his early education,
Hazrat Musleh Mau‘aGd™ says: “The
Promised Messiah® had told my tutors
that, in view of my health issues, I should
be allowed to study only as much as I
wanted and should not be forced to do
any more. This was the manner in which
I was educated, and it was something
that could not be helped because, in
addition to my problems with eyesight,
I suffered from ailments of the liver, for
which I was given long treatments, and
from an enlarged spleen, and also from
tonsillitis. Thus everyone can see the
circumstances under which I received my
education. I have a very bad handwriting
and sometimes I can’t even read what I
have written . . . Hazrat Khalifatul-Masth
I* told me that since I was unable to read
because of ill-health, I could come to him
and he would read books to me. Thus I
studied the Holy Qur’an and Sahih Bukhari
with him. He did not teach me slowly,
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rather he completed the commentary
of the Holy Qur'an in two months. He
would sit with me and read half or three-
quarters of a Part of the Holy Qur’an at
one time and explain some verses where
necessary. Likewise, we completed Sahih
Bukhari in three months. He also taught
me medicine and commentary of the
Holy Qur’an. Such was my education, but
as I was coming close to the end of these
studies, Allah showed me a dream about
the increase of my knowledge.”

Huzoor® said that these were the
circumstances under which Hazrat
Musleh Mau‘id™ received his education,
and yet when we study his speeches, his
writings and his commentary of the Holy
Qur’an, they bear witness that he was
taught by God Himself. This indeed is a
great proof of the truth of the prophecy.
Hazrat Musleh Mau‘Gd® delivered his
first speech in the Jalsa of 1906 during
the lifetime of the Promised Messiah®,
The profound impact that this speech
had on the audience can be gauged by
these impressions recorded by Hazrat
Qazi Muhammad Zahoor-ud-Din Akmal
Sahib™, He says: “I listened to his speech
with rap attention. What can I say but
that it was a torrent of eloquence gushing
forth. Such maturity of thought at such a
young age is no less than a miracle, and I
think this too is a sign of the truthfulness
of the Promised Messiah®,”

Huzoor® said that Hazrat Musleh
Mau‘td’s™ zeal and fervour for the
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activities of the faith and his quick
intellectual and  spiritual  growth
showed that he was indeed to be the
personification of the prophecy that the
promised child would grow fast. Hazrat
Mirza Tahir Ahmad Khalifatul Masih 1v®
gave the following description in the
biography of Hazrat Musleh Mau‘ad™
said: “Even at a young age his thought
had acquired the maturity of sages,
which was reflected in his speeches
and writings. His words were seeped
in magnetism, sincerity and passion.
His speech was alien to affectation and
writings were free of superficiality.
His speech had a natural flow and his
writings were a flowing river of fluency;
and both brimmed with the water of
Qur'anic knowledge and wisdom that
irrigated both mind and heart.”

Huzoor® said that with regard to the
first speech that Hazrat Musleh Mau‘ad™
gave after the demise of the Promised
Messiah®, when he was aged only 19,
Hazrat Maulawi Sher Ali Sahib™ writes
that: at that moment his voice and
manner of speech was so akin to that of
the Promised Messiah® that it at once
brought back memories of the Promised
Messiah® in minds of the audience. If it
were right to say that one man’s soul
can descend upon another person, then
we could say that at that moment the
Promised Messiah’s® soul was descending
upon him and announcing, ‘This is my
son who has been given as a sign of Divine
Grace, and he is the one with regard to

whom it was foretold that he would be
like me in beauty and benevolence.’

Huzoor® said that a non-Ahmadi
journalist wrote the following regarding
Hazrat Musleh Mau‘Gd™ I was much
pleased to meet Mirza Bashirud-Din
Mahmiid Ahmad. He is a very cordial
and unpretentious person. In addition
to his cordiality, he also has deep insight
into matters and wisdom. I will never
forget his piety and his broad-minded
simplicity.

Hazrat Mufti Muhammad Sadiq Sahib™,
who was among Hazrat Musleh Mau‘ad’s™
childhood tutors writes: “I have been
observing Mirza Bashirud-Din Mahmad
Ahmad right from childhood and I have
found that he was always naturally
modest, decent, truthful and concerned
about the faith. Right from childhood he
took interest in the Promised Messiah’s®
religious activities. He would often
accompany the Promised Messiah® to
pray at the mosque and listen to sermons.
Even as a child he was naturally imbued
with love for Allah and the Prophets.”

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad Khalifatul-
Masth IV™ wrote: “In 1909, Hazrat Mirza
Mahmiid Ahmad Sahib™ wrote an article
in Tashiz-ul-Azhan in which he wrote
about the blessings of Ramadan and
then mentioned a prayer which he had
been strongly inspired to share with the
readers. He said, “No one knows whose
prayer might be heard. Perhaps some
pure soul is motivated to busy himself
in praying for himself and the Jama‘at,
which is my aim.”

Huzoor* said that this was in 1909 when
Hazrat Musleh Mau‘td™ was only 20 years
old and even at that time he had such
concern for the faith and the people. May
Allah shower countless blessings upon
him for he gave every moment of his
life, night and day, to spread the religion
of the Holy Prophet® and to fulfill the
mission of his true servant, the Promised
Messiah®!

May Allah enable us to understand
this prayer and to fulfill our duties as
Ahmadis! Amin!




RAMADAN & FASTING

FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN

The following is a commentary on verses of the Holy Qur’an (2:184-186) on the subject of Ramadan and Fasting. It has
been taken from the Five Volume Commentary of the Holy Qur'an and being presented for the benefit of our readers

in this blessed month of Ramadan.

IMPORTANT WORDS

+\al Fasting is derived from .L.meaning,
he kept back or refrained from doing
something; or he refrained from eating
or drinking or talking or walking, etc.
The Arabs say, rylewloie., the wind
became calm or motionless. s ~smeans,
a horse from which food has been
withheld, or a horse which is confined to
its manger and not made to walk or race.
Thus, .means: (1) keeping back or
refraining from something; (2) refraining
from eating and drinking, etc.; and (3)
formally  refraining from eating,
drinking, going in unto wives, etc. i.e.
fasting from dawn till sunset as ordained
by Islam. sL.is one who so refrains from
food, etc. i.e., one who keeps a fast (Aqrab
& Mufradat).

An interesting feature of the Arabic
language is revealed when we notice that
the word cl.though derived from a
different root, yet, owing to its having
two root letters common with .., gives
a somewhat similar meaning, for,
whereas ._.means refraining from food,
drink or speech,=l.means: (1) refraining
from speech; and (2) intensity of thirst,
the latter state being the direct result of
refraining from drink (Agrab).

COMMENTARY

As the preceding verses contain a
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reference to patience in trials and
sacrifices as well as refraining from
disputes and temptations, the Holy
Qur’an here fittingly turns to the subject
of fasting, which is the most effective
means of self-discipline. The command to
fast, whatever its details, is to be found
in most religions in one form or another.
The early devotions and fasting of Buddha
(see Lalitavistara & Buddhacharita), the
fasting of Moses®, prior to his receiving
the Ten Commandments (Exod. 34:28;
Deut. 9:9), the fasts of Jesus® before
his receiving the heavenly Call (Matt,
4:2), all testify to the importance of this
institution. In fact, fasting is a form
of devotion and self-discipline which
has a natural appeal to man. “By the
greater number of religions,” says the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, “in the lower,
middle and higher cultures alike, fasting
is largely prescribed: and when it is not
required, it is nevertheless practised to
some extent by individuals in response
to the promptings of nature.” The verse
under comment, however, does not mean
that fasting has been prescribed for the
Muslims in the same form in which it
was prescribed for the people of earlier
faiths, Islam has greatly spiritualized
this institution by attaching to it a
number of highly useful regulations and
restrictions.

The clause, so that you may become
righteous, explains the deep philosophy

* o0

0 ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed for those
before you, so that you may become righteous. (2:184)

underlying the commandment relating
to fasting. It is a special characteristic of
the Holy Qur’an that, whenever it gives
an important commandment, it does
not give it arbitrarily but also explains
its usefulness so that the addressee may
be convinced of, and satisfied about,
the wisdom underlying it. The object of
fasting has been stated in this verse as
the attainment of righteousness.

As explained in 2:3 the word or from
which the word used in the present verse
is derived means, to guard oneself against
(1) harm and suffering, and (2) evil and
sin. Thus, the verse points out that the
real object of fasting is, first, to be saved
from harm and suffering, and secondly,
to be saved from sin and evil. The first
object is attained through fasting in
two ways: (1) when a man commits evil
deeds and becomes deserving of God’s
punishment on account of those deeds,
but later feels ashamed of them and turns
to God in repentance, then fasting serves
as atonement for his sins, (2) Fasting not
only makes a man fit and able to bear
hardships but also makes him realize the
sufferings of his brethren in distress and
feel sympathy for them. Thus, fasting
goes a long way to remove and minimize
the pain and suffering of humanity.

The second object, viz., that of being
saved from sin and evil, is attained

through fasting because, while fasting,
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a person has not only to abandon
eating and drinking but also, to a
certain extent, keep himself aloof from
worldly connections and to abstain
from indulging in his desires with the
result that his thoughts naturally tend
towards spiritual things. Spiritual men
of all religions unanimously testify, on
the basis of personal experience, that a
certain degree of severance from physical
relations and worldly connections is
essential for spiritual advancement and
this severance has a powerful purifying
effect on the mind. On the other hand,
it cannot be denied that to carry such
severance too far is sure to weaken the
body to such an undesirable extent as
to render a person unfit not only to
fulfil his social and religious obligations
but also withstand temptations which
require a certain amount of strength.
Islam, therefore, follows the path of the
golden mean. While it does prescribe

(2:185)

IMPORTANT WORDS

2yl are able to fast only with great
difficulty is derived fromgab . They say s
=) OF 215l meaning, he was able or
fit to do it; or he had the strength and
power to do it (Aqrab). But the word zsbis
not used of strength generally but of
such strength only as, so to speak, lies on
the border i.e., just the strength with
which a thing may be done and no
more—a strength required to do a thing
only with difficulty and trouble (Mufradat
& Lane). This is why the wordzsb is never
used to express the power of God for
which words like §,03 and 3,5 are used; for
whereas the latter two words express the
sense of vastness of power, the former
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a certain degree of abstention from
material pleasures, it does not permit
such a weakening of the body as should
incapacitate it for performing its normal
functions. This is why the Holy Prophet®
has forbidden continuous fasting, saying,
“Your self has a claim upon you and
your family has a claim upon you and
your guests have a claim upon you”
(Tirmidhi). On another occasion, he is
reported to have said, “Verily, I am the
most righteous of you all, yet sometimes
fast and sometimes I abstain from fasting,
and so must you do” (Bukhari).

Fasting also stands as a symbol for
complete sacrifice. One who fasts not
only abstains from food and drink, which
are the chief means of sustenance and
without which one cannot live, but also
from going in unto one’s own wife which
is the means of assuring one’s future
race. Thus he who fasts really expresses
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expresses only that of its narrowness.
The Qur’an uses the word b only twice
and at both these places it uses it in a
negative sense, i.e., WLy viz, “we do not
even possess the requisite strength to do
that” (2:250 & 287). Thus, the correct
rendering of the clause ik 2 Je
would be, “for those who are able to fast
but can fast only with great difficulty”.
«,5(Tawwaqahti) which is from the same
root means, he put a collar or a neck-ring
round his neck, i.e., he imposed on him a
thing that was difficult, troublesome or
inconvenient. 1L also means, a single
strand which after combining with
others goes to make a rope (Lane), i.e.,
the weak part of a rope which cannot
stand tension alone.

his readiness, if need be, to sacrifice his
life for the sake of truth. Fasting indeed
affords a wonderful training ground for
man.

It must be noted here that this verse does
not actually contain a command to fast,
which follows in the verse coming after
the succeeding verse. It only prepares
Muslims for the coming commandment
by saying that (1) the fasting which is
going to be prescribed for them is not
a new thing but was also prescribed for
the people that had gone before, and that
(2) it is a most useful thing which is sure
to benefit them greatly. It will be seen
that very often the Qur'an does not give
a commandment all of a sudden but first
prepares the ground for it by making
some general remarks. In this connection
see also 2:143-145 where a similar process
has been adopted.
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The prescribed fasting is for a fixed number of days, but whoso among you is sick or is on
a journey shall fast the same number of other days; and for those who are able to fast only

with great difficulty is an expiation — the feeding of a poor man. And whoso performs a good
work with willing obedience, it is better for him. And fasting is good for you, if you only knew.

The word 4w (an expiation) is derived
from us. They say J=isvs meaning, the
man secured his release from captivity,
etc. by paying his ransom. Thus «us
means, such payment as is made for
obtaining release of a person’ or such
expenditure as is made in expiation of
some sin or shortcoming, etc. (Aqrab).

COMMENTARY

This verse again refrains from giving
the actual commandment regarding
fasting but prepares further ground by
pointing out that the fasting about to be
prescribed is not meant for all days but
only for a limited number of days. Again,
the commandment to come is not meant



to be observed in all circumstances; for
those suffering from disease or those
on a journey will be exempt from it. In
fact, Islam is a practical religion. It does
not give any commandment which is
impossible of compliance. Hence, while
referring to its injunctions about fasting,
the Qur’an makes it clear that whosoever
isill or is on a journey should not fast but
should redeem the omission by fasting an
equal number of days at some other time
when the sickness is gone or the journey
is over.

The pronoun .y (those) in the clause,
those who are able, refers to believers in
general, the words w,ik .23 meaning,
those who are able to fast but can fast
only with great difficulty. This
interpretation is supported by another
reading of the verse in which the word
w3k (yutawwaqiinahii) has been
substituted for ik, (yutiginaht) (Jarir),
the former word meaning, those to whom
fasting is like a tight collar, i.e., those
who are not actually sick but whose
physical condition or general health is
such that they are unable to fast without
running the risk of injuring their health.
Such people, who include old men and
raw youth and the weak and pregnant
women and mothers giving suck to their
children, may not fast but should make
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amends for their non-observance of each
day’s fast by feeding a poor man
according to their standard of food.
Another reading of the word il is a,il
(yutayyaqanahii) (Jarir) meaning, they
can do it only with great difficulty, which
also bears out the above meaning. Thus,
the verse mentions three classes of
believers to whom concession is allowed
with respect to fasting: (1) the sick; (2)
those on a journey; and (3) those neither
on a journey nor actually sick but
otherwise too weak to fast except with
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real risk to their health.

Some commentators do not recognize the
last-mentioned class as being separate
from, and independent of the first two,
but take it as being an exception from
them. In this case the verse would mean
that such of the sick and of those on a
journey as can afford to feed poor men
should also do so, besides fasting the
same number of days after the sickness
or the state of journey is over.
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The month of Ramadan is that in which the Qur’an was sent down as a guidance for mankind with clear proofs of
guidance and discrimination. Therefore, whosoever of you is present at home in this month, let him fast therein. But
whoso is sick or is on a_journey, shall fast the same number of other days. Allah desires to give you facility and He
desires not hardship for you, and that you may complete the number, and that you may exalt Allah for His having

IMPORTANT WORDS

Ramadanclae; is the name given to the
ninth month of the lunar year. The word
is derived from the verb _xs and can be
said gl _ze, 1.e., the day became intensely
hot. The word J= 2 means, the man
had his feet burnt by the earth, which
had become intensely heated by the sun.

guided you and that you may be grateful. (2:186)

lall s, means, his inside became very
hot with thirst owing to fasting. ¢ s
oedimeans, he began to burn, i.e., he was
greatly distressed, with grief and sorrow.
oseJimeans, the first rain of autumn
which finds the earth hot and burning
(Agrab & Lane). The month of ¢las, is so
named because (1) fasting in this month
causes heat and burning due to thirst; (2)

worship and devotion Holy Prophet®
(‘Asakir and Merdawaih as quoted by
Fath al-Qadir); and (3) its devotions
produce in the heart of man the necessary
warmth of love for his Creator and his
fellow-beings. The name ¢lae, is of Islamic
origin, the former name of the month
being 5t (Muhit and Mawardi, as quoted
by Fath al-Qadir).
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ol@ (the Qur'an) is the name given by
God Himself to the Book revealed to the
Holy Prophet of Islam®, containing the
final law for mankind. The word is
derived from i They say o«iismeaning:
(1) he read the book, i.e., he read it to
himself; or (2) he recited the book i.e., he
read it aloud so that others might hear it;
i5 also means, he conveyed or delivered a
message, etc., as they SAY eMud! ans 131
meaning, convey or deliver my salam to
him; (3) ;2115 means, he collected or
drew together the thing; (4) s, i3
means, the woman became pregnant and
brought forth a child (Aqrab and Lane).
Thus ¢75 Qur'an means: (1) a book which
is meant to read. The Holy Qur’an is
indeed the most widely read book in the
world (Enc. Brit. 11t edition, article on
Koran by Noldeke); (2) a book or message
which is meant to be conveyed and
delivered to other people. The Holy
Qur’an is indeed the only revealed book
whose delivery or message is absolutely
unrestricted; for whereas all other books
are meant for specific times and specific
peoples, the Holy Qur’an is meant for all
times and all peoples (34:29; also
Bukhari); (3) a Book which comprises and
has collected in itself all truth; the Holy
Qur'an is indeed a storehouse of
knowledge which not only comprises all
eternal truths revealed in previous Books
(98:4) but also all such truths as mankind
may stand in need of at any time and in
any circumstances (18:50); (4) a Book
which contains not only visible truth
which may be seen and felt by all but, like
a pregnant woman big with a child, it
contains truth that lie hidden from the
eyes of most men and, like a new born
child, come to light only as and when
time ripens (15:22). All these meanings
are not only expressive of an existing
state of affairs but also serve as mighty
prophecies of the truth which has been
established in all ages.

COMMENTARY

The ground having been suitably
prepared in the preceding two verses, this
verse gives the awaited commandment
about fasting. But even here the actual
commandment is preceded by a suitable
description of the month of Ramadan
in which fasts were to be observed. The
month was not chosen arbitrarily but
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was selected for the purpose of fasting
because it was a sacred month in which
the Qur'an was revealed. And the Holy
Qur’anis notan ordinary book. It is a Book
full of right guidance and of bright signs
and of things that help to differentiate
between truth and falsehood. This
sublime forward placed before the
commandment about fasting contains
an implied question to the effect: will
you not now fast when fasting is a tried
thing, when it is so useful, when it is to be
observed only for a few days, when even
in these few days suitable facilities have
been provided, and lastly when these few
days correspond with a month which is
full of blessings?

As hinted above, this verse mentions the
reason for which the month of Ramadan
was selected for the purpose of fasting. It
was in this month that the Holy Qur'an
was revealed. The revelation of the Holy
Qur'an in the month of Ramadan may
mean two things: (1) that the revelation
of the Holy Book commenced in the
month of Ramadan, for it is on record that
it was on 24" of Ramadan that the Holy
Prophets* received his first revelation
(Musnad & Jarir); (2) that the revelation
of the Holy Qur'an was repeated to the
Holy Prophet*® every year in the month of
Ramadan, for it is also on record that the
angel Gabriel rehearsed every year to the
Holy Prophet* the whole of the revealed
portion of the Qur'an during this month
and this he continued to do till the very
year of the Prophet’s® death (Bukhari,
ch. On Managqib). Thus in a way even the
whole of the Holy Qur'an may be said to

have been sent down in Ramadan.

The words, clear proofs of guidance and
discrimination, point out that the Holy
Qur’an is a book which is not content
with making mere assertions. It supports
every assertion it makes with necessary
reasons and arguments which are both
clear and convincing, and it also adduces
heavenly Signs which go to discriminate
right from wrong with such clearness
that they leave no room for doubt. This
excellence belongs exclusively to the
Holy Qur’an. Indeed, other scriptures,
too have been spoken of as “a light and
guidance” but about none of them it
has been said that they supply reasons,
arguments and Sign in support of their
assertions.

Although former Prophets also were
given Signs that people might accept
them as divine Messengers, yet the
scriptures they brought contained
nothing that might bear testimony to
their truth. It is only the Holy Qur’an that
contains all kinds of evidence—rational,
scriptural and heavenly—to demonstrate
the truth of its teachings so that it might
itself furnish necessary evidence of its
truth, and that, unlike other scriptures,
tales and stories of the past might not
form its sole support.

This clause, let him fast therein, signifies
that it is necessary to fast all the days of
the month of Ramadan; it will not do to
fast only for a few days. Thus out of every
twelve months in the year one at least—
that of Ramadan—must be so devoted to



the worship of God.

The clause, whoso is sick or is on a journey,
he shall fast the same number of other
days, at first appears to be unnecessary
repetition of what has already been said
in the preceding verse in identical words,
but really it is not so; for whereas in the
previous verse this clause formed part
of a verse that was meant to prepare the
ground for the commandment to fast,
in this verse it forms part of the actual
commandment. The clause signifies that
if in the month of Ramadan one happens
tobesickorisonajourney, oneshould not
fast, owing to the extra hardship entailed,
but should fast the same number of
other days when one has recovered from
sickness or when the journey is over. The
Holy Qur’an, however, wisely refrains
from defining the terms “sickness” and
“journey”, leaving them to be defined by
the common usage of the people.

The clause, He desires not hardship for you,
points to the very important principle
that divine commandments are not
meant to cause trouble or inconvenience
but to afford ease and facility. In this
connection, it may well be noted that
St. Paul looks upon the Law as an
entanglement with “yoke of bondage”
if not as an actual curse (Gal. chs. 3 and
5). But he forgets that true freedom,
and for that matter, true happiness lie
only in willing obedience to a good and
righteous legislation. The Islamic law,
even “in meats and drinks and divers
washings, and carnal ordinances,” is a
real help and guidance rather than a
hindrance and bondage. The clause, so

Masjid Nabawi, Saudi Arabia

that you may complete the number, indicate
that God’s purpose in prescribing a
fixed of days is that believers may be
able to complete the number which in
His sight, is essential for their spiritual
welfare. A fixed number was essential;
for, otherwise, some people might have
failed to fast even the minimum number,
while others would have unduly suffered
for doubt as to their having completed
the necessary number even after they
had long exceeded it.

The clause, that you may exalt Allah for His
having guided you, points to yet another
object underlying the commandment. All
such expressions in which the offering
of a particular praise to God is enjoined
signify two things: (1) that man being
God’s creation should continuously
offer praise to Him, invoking the
particular divine attribute that may
suit the occasion; (2) that he should
also try to reflect in his person the self-
same attribute of God. “Exalting God”
would therefore mean not only God’s
glorification but the uplift and exaltation
of the devotee himself. In fact, God
stands in need of no praise. He is what He
is whether we praise Him or not. So truly
speaking, everything is for the benefit of
man himself, and the benefit underlying
fasting is the exaltation of man, morally
and spiritually and in a sense physically
as well.

The final clause, that you may be grateful,
is also full of deep meaning. God is not
cruel or unkind; He has due regard for
our weaknesses and He does not put us
to unnecessary trouble; and whatever

seeming trouble He puts us to is for our
own good. This kind and loving attitude
of God towards us ought to give rise to a
corresponding feeling of love for Him in
our hearts and we ought to feel grateful
to Him for His love and kindness.

To a superficial observer, the language of
the Holy Qur’an as used in this verse
might appear to be rather unconnected,
forming independent clauses. But a
closer study reveals a beautiful
arrangement between them. In fact the
four clauses in the concluding portion of
this verse furnishes reasons for the four
commandments contained in the first
portion of the verse, the succeeding
reasons following the reversed order of
the preceding commandments in a most
natural manner. The first reason given
by the verse is contained in the clause,
Allah desires to give you facility and He
desires not hardship for you. Though the
apparent wording of this clause is
different from the wordings of the
succeeding clauses, actually it is also one
of those that supply a reason, for in
reality the clause stands like this, “that
you be afforded facility, etc.”
Corresponding to this clause we have the
last commandment of the verse, i.e.,
whoso is sick or is on a journey, etc. The
second clause supplying a reason is, that
you may complete the  number,
corresponding to which we have the
commandment, whosoever of you is present
at home in this month, let him fast therein,
hinting that God means the Muslims to
fast the whole month. The third clause
supplying the reason is, that you may exalt
Allah  for His having guided you.
Corresponding to this we have the words,
a guidance for mankind, etc. Finally comes
the clause, that you may be grateful,
corresponding to which we have the
clause, the month of Ramadan is that in
which the Qur’an was sent down, hinting
that the wise God has chosen the most
sacred and the most blessed part of the
year for fasting so that you may be doubly
benefited by it. Such figure of speech in
which parts of a sentence correspond
with others occurring in the same
sentence in a reverse order, the first
clause of the former group corresponding
with the last clause of the latter, is known
in Arabic rhetoric as & s J
U (Mutawwal).
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TAHRIK FOR FINANCIAL
SACRIFICE IN RAMADAN

Khalid Naeem, National Secretary Mal

Spending in the way of Allah in
Ramadanul Mubarak

Hazrat Ibn Abbas™ states that the Holy
Prophet® was the most generous of all
people. In Ramadan, the Holy Prophet’s®
generosity would increase even more;
so much so, that his generosity was like
the gusting winds. (Sahih Bukhari, Kitabul
Wahi)

Fitrana, ‘Id Fund and Fidya

+  The rate of Fidya is set at $5 per fast
and the rate of Fitrana is set at $4
per head [mandatory for each family
member; even a day old baby].

« Likewise, every earning member
should offer at least $10 in ‘Id fund.
‘Id fund should be given prior to the
‘Id Namaz.

+  One should remember that one of
the main objectives of Fidya, Fitrana
and ‘Id Fund is to provide aid to
those with insufficient resources for
covering ‘Id related expenses. This
is why one should try to offer Fidya,
Fitrana and ‘Id fund at the start of
Ramadanul Mubarak so that funds
may reach such deserving members
in a timely manner.

Zakat

Zakat is one of the (five) fundamental
pillars of Islam. Regarding it, the
Promised Messiah® states:

So, offer the five daily prayers in such
fear and with such complete attention
as though you were actually beholding
God Almighty. Sincerely observe your
fasts for the sake of God. Let everyone
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who is liable to pay the Zakat do so.
(Noah’s Ark, p. 25)

Stating the importance of Zakat, Syedna
Hazrat Khalifatul-Masth V# says:

An important [type of] charity which
I want to turn your attention towards
is Zakat. Zakat is paid at a fixed rate.
Usually, not enough attention is given
to it (Al-Fazl Daily, Rabwah, August 24,
2004).

Beloved Huzoor Anwar states:

This is a fundamental command-
ment. Those on whom Zakat is
obligatory, should pay it and there
is quite a margin in it. Some people
have enormous savings in their bank
accounts for many years. If a certain
amount has been put away for even a
year, Zakat should be paid on it. And
then there is jewelery that women
own; Zakat should be given on this
jewellery as well. This is a fundamental

Baitul Islam Mosque, Toronto

commandment which should be paid.
(Friday Sermon, March 31, 2006, qtd.
in Al-Fazl International, April 21, 2006)

The Rates of Zakat

Zakat is obligatory upon an amount one
owns and has been kept for a year [or
more]. For current circumstances in
Canada, the amount upon which Zakat
is obligatory is set at $4500. If one has
owned this amount in cash, jewellery
or other assets for one year, then 2.5%
Zakat is obligatory on their wealth. It is
important to pay Zakat on gold, silver
and other such metals which are not used
on a daily basis.

Members, especially ladies, are requested
to see if Zakat is obligatory on them
[based on the rates above], and if so,
they should pay it during Ramadanul
Mubarak.

The Financial System of Jama‘at
Ahmadiyya



By the Grace of Allah the Almighty,
an outstanding financial system is
established in Jama‘at Ahmadiyya and
it is because of these financial sacrifices
that day after day Allah Almighty grants
extraordinary blessings to members of
this Jama‘at. Al-Hamdo lillah!

Paying Obligatory Donations

Regarding the obligatory donations,
Hazrat Khalifatul-Masth V* states:

Also remember that whatever you

To gain rewards from Allah Almighty for
a deed, become correct in your appraisals

spend, whatever you pledge [for
donations] and whatever is your
income, Allah Almighty is completely
aware of it all. So always keep your
case clear with Him. To gain rewards
from Allah Almighty for a deed,
become correct in your appraisals and
make honest payments, so that your
condition improves and you progress
in doing good deeds. (Friday Sermon,
May 28, 2004, qtd. in Khutbat Masroor,
Vol. 22, p. 357)

It should be noted that Chanda ‘Am,

and make honest payments . . .

Chanda Wasiyat and Chanda Jalsa Salana
are obligatory charities. The blessed
schemes of these charities were initiated
by the Promised Messiah®, himself.

Chanda Jalsa Salana

Some members do not pay their Chanda
Jalsa Salana regularly. As a reminder, it
is 1/120 of a year’s salary or 1/10 of a
month'’s income for those members who
pay Chanda ‘Am,

The End of the Financial Year

Our financial year ends on June 30.
Members of the Jama‘at are requested
to pay their full obligatory donations
as soon as possible so that you are able
to meet your obligations and gain the
blessings and rewards by Allah the

Almighty.

-
Rizwan Masood

" National Secretary Tahrik Jadid®

/\f

n his Friday Sermon on November 4, 1930,
Hazrat Musleh Mai ‘ud™stated:

“Ramadan is deeply connected with Tahrik Jadid

.. The second great lesson we find in fasting is
consistency, which also has a deep connection

to Tahrik Jadid. In Tahrik Jadid, I have drawn attention
of the Jama‘at towards the fact that our sacrifices are
not temporary, but rather permanent. Indeed, the
forms of sacrifices undergo change; however, it can
never be said that now there is no need for sacrifices.
For, without constant sacrifices, no person can attain
the nearness and pleasure of God Almighty . .. Tahrik
Jadid also teaches the lesson of consistency, just as
Ramadan creates an element of consistency among
people. Thus, learning from Ramadan, you need to
adopt such good deeds as are consistent; and don’t
condition yourself in such a way that sometimes you

do it, and other times you do not. At the least, render
some good deeds in which you are consistent, and
never abandon at any cost. Indeed, the means of doing
good varies with the need of the time and a person
must always strive to do good; yet, there must be at
least some good deeds, regarding which he can say
that since he has started them, he has never stopped
doing them” (qtd. in Tahrik Jadid Aik Ilahi Tahrik, Vol. 1,
pp. 575-577, translated from Urdu).

Members of the Jama‘at are requested to kindly pay
their pledges in this blessed month to reap benefits
and gain the blessings of Allah the Almighty in this
blessed month.
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THE PLAGUE:

ATESTIMONY OF

THE EARTH

Furhan Hamza Qureshi, Professor

Jami‘a Ahmadiyya Canada

he bubonic plague which

struck India in the late 19

and early 20" century on

the one hand wiped out

thousands of people, and on
the other, gave spiritual life to hundreds
of thousands more. It was a divine
clinical trial of sorts, which displayed
the powerful physical effect of the
Promised Messiah’s® spiritual teachings.
The first test group consisted of those
who were open to using all types of
medical intervention against the plague
while the second group was forbidden
from using any. The result, unlike most
clinical trials, ended up in favour of the
latter. What follows is a brief account of
a remarkable testament in favour of the
truth of the Promised Messiah®,

Despite witnessing the Great Eclipses
of 1894 which fulfilled both Islamic
and Biblical prophecies, the Promised
Messiah’s® opponents made a mockery
of this Divine Sign and redoubled their
opposition. It was in such an atmosphere
of extreme persecution that he finally
warned his opponents of a severe
punishment which would overtake them
if they did not desist: “God has breathed
into my heart through His revelation that
the solar and lunar eclipses are a prelude
to a chastisement; namely, of the plague
which is near.” At another juncture, he
prayed that God Almighty wipe out the
world’s rampant wickedness through a
destructive epidemic.

PROPHECIES FULFILLED
These prayers and warnings themselves
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fulfilled the prophecies of the Holy Qur’an
and the Holy Prophet. In the twenty-
seventh chapter of the Holy Qur’an, God
Almighty foretold that in the latter days,
‘a germ out of the earth’ would ‘wound’
people who deny and cruelly oppose
His signs (27:83). Furthermore, the Holy
Prophet® prophesied that God Almighty
would send a pestilence against them in
response to the prayers of the Promised
Messiah®:
Lols cze i SLENS

HEE Ao SEE

Then, the Prophet of Allah, Jesus,
and his companions, would pray,
and Allah would send against them
(i.e., their opponents) insects that
would attack their necks, and by the
morning, they would be dead like the
death of a single person.

In other words, the bubonic plague,
which is caused by the germ Yersinia pestis
and is transmitted to humans by a flea
bite, would appear as a punishment for
the opposition of the Promised Messiah®.
It would affect the lymphatic system by
causing the lymph nodes (which are laid
out all over the body, including the neck)
to swell and grow. By morning, they would
all be dead. These prophecies contain
a very stark and accurate description
of the plague. Interestingly, the Swiss-
French bacteriologist Alexandre Yersin
who discovered the bacillus which causes
the plague (Yersinia pestis), made a similar
observation regarding the plague’s
morbidity when he said, “death occurs

Yersinia pestis bacteria which caused Bubonic Plague.

at the end of 48 hours, or often earlier.”
Hence, the plague was predestined as
a punishment for the opposition of the
Promised Messiah.

In late September 1896, within just two
years after the Promised Messiah’s®
prayers, Bombay was struck with the
plague. It spread gradually, but with
terrible devastation, leaving more than
28,000 dead in just nine months. From
then on, the number of cases and deaths
would only escalate, and by 1899, more
than 250,000 people had succumbed to
the plague in Bombay alone.

THE PLAGUE STRIKES PUNJAB

Just as the pestilence was breaking out
in India, the Promised Messiah®* saw a
particularly alarming dream the night
of February 6, 1898 which prompted him
to publish a special announcement. He
wrote:

Last night, I saw in a dream that God’s
angels were planting black trees in
different parts of the Punjab, [saying]
‘these are trees of the plague which
is about to spread in the country.” I
am not quite sure whether it was said
that the plague would spread during
the coming winter or the winter after,
but it was a terrible sight that I saw.

He went on to explain that this physical
epidemic was striking India because of
the “epidemic” of rampant sinfulness.
“Most hearts have ceased to fear God,”
he noted, “and epidemics have come to
be seen as ordinary afflictions that can



be eradicated by human endeavours.”
However, since this was no ordinary
disease, it could not be eradicated by
human efforts. It needed an extraordinary
remedy:

So, my dear ones! There is absolutely
no remedy against it except that His
Messiah be accepted wholeheartedly
and in all sincerity. This is a sure
remedy. But a lesser remedy is that
people must refrain from rejecting
him, and must hold their tongues
from uttering profanities against him,
and must realize his true status.

The warnings were clear. The plague
was going to strike Punjab very soon and
only those who accepted the Promised
Messiah’s® true status would remain safe.

There was hope for those who took
shelter in the secure citadel of the
Promised Messiah’s abode. “I shall
safeguard all those who dwell within the
four walls of your house [from plague],”
God promised. Then, at another juncture,
He revealed:

Diseases will spread and people will
die except those who believe and do
not adulterate their faith with the
least wrong; they will remain secure
and will be saved.

Soon enough, in accordance with these
prophecies, the province of Punjab was
devastated by the plague. The number
of cases would multiply exponentially
and by September 1902, there was not a
single district in Punjab that was free of
the plague.

THE HEAVENLY VACCINATION

As the plague waged on and wreaked
havoc on every habitation, thousands
of insightful and pure-hearted people
entered the fold of Ahmadiyyat. Every
week, scores of people were taking
refuge within the spiritual home of the
Promised Messiah® from the chaos that
was otherwise smiting every township
and city.

Despite the British government’s best
efforts to counteract this torrential flood
of death through inoculation, it was

rendered helpless, with millions
dying over several years. In
fact, like most medications, the
government’s vaccination had
its share of ill side-effects and
even cost some people their
lives. Hazrat Ahmad® wrote:

Some of those who had
been vaccinated suffered
to the extent of losing their
eyesight and some suffered
malfunction of other organs.
Most of all, in Malakwal,
district Gujrat, as many as
nineteen people died from
the vaccination at the same
time.

Nonetheless, under intense
international ~ pressure  to
control the growing epidemic,

the government had to use force in many
areas to ensure that the plague was
contained. Unfortunately, the more these
preventative measures were imposed on
the Indian populace, the more resistance
the government faced. Riots and open
displays of rebellion broke out against
the government to the extent that, at
times, military power had to be employed
to ensure that the preventative measures
were being enforced. Conversely, people
from all over the subcontinent were
flocking in hordes to Qadian to receive
their spiritual inoculation at the hands of
Hazrat Ahmad.

The plague hit Punjab very hard. A
sample of the devastation was reported
in this very magazine in the May 1907
issue. “Plague mortality in the Punjab is
beating all records,” it stated. “Within
eight weeks, from the 2™ March to
27" April, there have been more than
a quarter of a million deaths from the
pestilence.” According to the figures
published, more than two-thirds of the

p—
The Promised Messiah**

total number of plague deaths in India
took place in Punjab.

So confident was the Promised Messiah®
in the Divine Protection promised
to him by God that despite living in
an epicentre of extermination, he
brazenly announced that God Almighty
had prohibited him and his followers
from receiving the vaccinations being
offered by the government. Taking the
pledge of allegiance (bai’at) at his hand
and recognizing him as the Promised
Messiah was a spiritual vaccination that
God Almighty had put in place instead
of the physical one. While the then most
powerful government in the world, the
British Empire, was offering a temporary
‘earthly’ vaccine prepared from the
bacterium of the plague, Ahmad® offered
the world a permanent heavenly vaccine
offered by God Himself —one capable of
safeguarding against physical as well as
spiritual forms of the plague.

Prophesying the effect of this spiritual
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vaccination, the Promised Messiah®

declared:

Our government will invariably give
credence to this prophecy once it
witnesses the wonder that the people
of our community remain safe and
sound from the plague in much
greater numbers than the vaccinated.
I say with true conviction that if this
prophecy is not fulfilled exactly as
it has been publicised for the last
twenty to twenty-two years, then 1
am not from God. As a sign that T am
from Allah, the sincere people who
live in the four walls of my home
shall be protected from death by this
disease. And, in comparison to others,
my entire community will be saved
from the onslaught of the plague. The
security enjoyed by my community
will not be shared by other people.

If his followers wanted to receive Divine
protection, however, they had to abide by
their covenant with God with their heart
and soul. There could be no compromises
in matters of faith. Ahmad® said:

Let it be clear that to affirm the
covenant of Bai’at with the tongue
alone amounts to nothing unless it is
practiced with full, heartfelt resolve.
Thus, whosoever fully acts upon my
teachings enters that house of mine,
concerning which God Almighty has
promised in His Word:

9
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That is, I shall protect everyone who
is within the four walls of your home.
This should not be taken to mean only
such people who dwell in my house
made of brick and mortar; rather, this
also refers to all those who follow me
completely and dwell in my spiritual
home.

The heavenly inoculation that Ahmad®
was offering his followers was applicable
to all those who physically lived in his
home as well as those who sincerely
integrated his teachings into their daily
lives, effectively including themselves in
Ahmad’s® spiritual home. This was the
true remedy for the plague.
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Interestingly, whereas the vaccine offered
by the British government was purely
preventative and only offered safety
to one who had not yet contracted the
bubonic plague, the protection of the
four walls of the Promised Messiah®
extended far beyond that. Not only did he
offer a heavenly preventative measure,
he also offered post-exposure treatment
for those who had been infected. For
instance, his younger brother-in-law,
Hazrat Mir Muhammad Ishaq, once fell
gravely ill and buboes (swollen lymph
nodes) appeared onboth sides of his groin.
“It became certain that it was plague, as
plague had broken out in some villages
of this district,” the Promised Messiah®
later wrote. Realizing that there would
be an uproar from his opponents if the
boy died of the plague, he immediately
engaged himself in prayer. He recounted:

After the supplication, I witnessed
a wondrous spectacle of divine
providence that, within two to three
hours, Ishaq’s fever miraculously
subsided and no trace of the [buboes]
was left. He not only sat up, but
started moving, walking, playing, and
running, as if he had never been ill!
This, indeed, is giving life to the dead!

Plague Hospital, Bombay India

THE RESULTS

The results of the heavenly inoculation
offered by the Promised Messiah®* were
astounding. While entire villages were
losing their population to the plague,
the Promised Messiah’s® community
was growing because of it. The amazing
increase in the number of Ahmadis
during the intensity of the plague was
a sign in favour of his truthfulness —
especially while the pestilence was
uprooting entire communities. This was
clear proof that the spiritual inoculation
worked wonders and proved to be an
effective defence against the plague.

The plague was a powerful testament
to the truth of the Promised Messiah®
and this divine clinical trial ended up
in his favour. It is remarkable that most
Ahmadis resided in Punjab where the
plague hit hardest, and yet, despite not
getting vaccinated, they remained safe.
Their faith in the Promised Messiah®
provided them with a powerful remedy
against the deadly pestilence. As the
disease wrought destruction over several
years, Ahmadis remained unharmed.
The British government was unable to
circumvent the devastating effects of the



plague despite offering free vaccinations
to the public, but the Promised Messiah®
was successful in protecting his followers
from the disease. So take heed, O you who
are possessed of sight!

0 people! Will you not, for once,
display a sense of shame before God?
Can you produce any such precedent
from the life of an impostor? Had this
been a human enterprise, there was no
need at all for you to oppose and take
so much trouble to kill me; God alone
was sufficient to destroy me. When
the plague broke out in the country,
many people claimed that this man
[i.e. me] would be killed by the plague.
But awe-striking is the providence of
God that all those people—one and
all—themselves died of the plague;
whereas, addressing me, God said:
‘I shall protect you, and the plague
shall not come close to you.” Indeed,
He also told me to tell people: ‘Do not
threaten us with fire (i.e. the plague).
Fire is our servant; nay rather, it is the
servant of our servants.” He also said
to me: ‘I shall stand guard over this
house of yours; and everyone who is
within these four walls, shall remain
immune from the plague.’

This is exactly what happened. In this
vicinity everyone knows that entire
villages were wiped out by the ravages
of the plague and all around us it was
like Doomsday, but God kept us safe.
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WILFRED CANTWELL SMITH

A CANADIAN ISLAMIST ON THE

AHMADIYYA MUSLIM MOVEMENT

Ghulam Misbah, Professor Jami‘a Ahmadiyya Canada

orn in Toronto, Ontario,

Wilfred  Cantwell ~ Smith

(1916-2000) was a scholar

of Islamic studies and

comparative religions. In
1948, he earned a Doctor of Philosophy
from Princeton University. The following
year, he started teaching at Montreal’s
McGill University, where he founded the
Institute of Islamic Studies. From 1964
to 1973, he served at Harvard University
as director of the Study of World
Religions department. He also taught
at Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia,
where he established the Department
of Comparative Religion. He has written
several books. Due to his services and
contributions, he was awarded the OC
(Order of Canada) and FRSC (Fellowship
of the Royal Society of Canada).

Arriving in 1940, Smith also spent six
years in India (pre-independence)
teaching at FC College Lahore as a
lecturer in Islamic History. In December
1940, he visited Qadian and attended
the annual conference (Jalsa Salana).
During this period, he was working on
his book Modern Islam in India, which was
published in 1943. In this book, Smith has
written a note on the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Movement. A few passages of this note
are given below:

The most important fact about the
Ahmadiyya Movement in Indian Islam
is that...Ithasbecome important in the
West, partly because of its extensive
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and able missionary enterprise, and
partly because Christian missionaries
in India have developed much
attention towards it and to reporting
its activities...

The Ahmadiyyah Movement arose
towards the end of the nineteenth
century, amidst the turmoil of the
downfall of the old Islamic society and
the infiltration of the new culture,
with its new attitude, its Christian
missionary onslaught, and the new
Aligarh Islam. It arose as a protest
against Christianity and the success of
Christian proselytizing; a protest also
against Sir Sayyid’s rationalism and
westernization; and at the same time
as a protest against the decadence of
the prevailing Islam...

There is nothing in the Qadian
Ahmadiyyah that is not in orthodox
Islam, except: its novelty and
the consequent enthusiasm; its
authoritarianism, with a Khalifah
who can relieve his followers of the
moral responsibility of deciding even
modern questions; and finally, and
most important, its cohesion—the
fellowship and solidarity of a small
and active community.

The community is certainly active,
and it flourishes as the green bay
tree. It has an exceedingly strong and
closely-knit organization. It meets
annually in a huge gathering...If

Wilfred Cantwell Smith
Photo by Harvard University

half a village somewhere is Ahmadi,
that half is apt to be cleaner than
the other half. There is an extreme
corporate enthusiasm: the Qadiyanis
devote themselves cheerfully to
the service of their community,
and feel that the community also is
serving and supporting them. And
they feel that they are taking part
in a glorious creative task. Qadian,
the headquarters of the movement,
once a village, is now a thriving
town undergoing a minor capitalist
‘boom’...

The Qadiyanis, then, differ from the
modern Muslims in that they have a
positive and concrete programme,
and are busy carrying it into effect. In
addition to admiring the first age of
Islam, under the khulafa al Rashidun,
they can feel that they are in actual
fact working to reproduce it. They
have an enterprise before them which
demands their energies, satisfies
their needs, and awakens their
enthusiasm...They can see the good
old days being resuscitated before
their eyes in Qadian ...

(Cantwell, William Smith. Modern Islam
in India, A Social Analysis, pp 324-328,
Minerva Book Shop Anarakali, Lahore
1943)



BAITUL KAREEM MOSQUE
OPEN HOUSE AND REOPENING EVENT

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2019

FIRST MOSQUE OF THE AHMADIYYA MUSLIM JAMA‘AT
IN THE WATERLOO REGION OF CANADA

Nabeel Ahmad Rana, Secretary Umar Kharjiyya, Kitchener-Waterloo

he Waterloo Region’s first mosque of the Ahmadiyya

Muslim Jama‘at was reopened on March 9, 2019

with an open house and formal event hosting 45

guests, including several municipal, provincial and

federal leaders, as well as community leaders and
other friends of the Jama‘at.

The mosque property, built over half a century ago, is located at
5 Elliot street Cambridge (Downtown Galt), next to the beautiful
Grand River. In 2006, the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama‘at purchased
the property for the bargain price of $235,000 through the
sacrifices of local and national Jama‘at members and began
using it as a mosque. However, the property needed extensive
repairs. Some minimum repairs were managed in 2006, which
made the property immediately usable.

Syedna Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih V# graciously named the
mosque “Baitul Kareem Mosque” (House of the Generous).

For the last several years, the mosque property has been used
on a regular basis; however, it was in desperate need of major
renovations and repairs. The roof leaked, the basement often
flooded, and the kitchen showed its age. The washroom and
windows were rusted, stained and unpleasant.

Last year, a complete refurbishment of the mosque’s interior
was finally decided upon. The upstairs washroom and almost
the entire lower level were torn down. The complete remodeling
cost a little over $150,000. Baitul Kareem Mosque has a prayer
area of approximately 2600 square feet and additional square
footage for the following: kitchen area, children’s room,
board room, office space and washrooms. Approximately 300
worshippers can be accommodated in the mosque.

Members of the local Jama‘at were pleased after the installation
of the following: a new roof, new washrooms, new carpets, new
PA system, security system, audio/video system, new windows,
a completely new lower level (sealed from flooding) and a
new, modern kitchen. The changes meant a lot to the regular
attendees of the mosque.

To celebrate the reopening of the beautifully remodeled

Nabeel Ahmad Rana, Secretary Umir Kharjlyya
introducing guests and dignitaries

Her Worship Susan Foxton, Mayor of
North Dumfries bringing greetings

) -

Chair Karen Redman, Regional Chair of
Waterloo bringing greetings
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mosque, the local branches of Brantford, Cambridge, Kitchener,
Waterloo and Guelph organized an open house and grand
reopening event on Saturday, March 9, 2019, which was well
attended.

The formal event started with a recitation and translation of
the Holy Qur'an. Following, the President of the Brantford-
Cambridge branch, Nomaan Mubashir Sahib, welcomed all of
the guests in his opening remarks. A group of local children then
presented a beautiful poem. A four-minute video introducing
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama‘at was shown to the guests, which
was followed by a speech by Imam Asif Khan Sahib, Missionary
Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama‘at Canada. Imam Asif Khan beautifully
elaborated the importance of a mosque in a community.

He expounded that the Arabic word “masjid”, translated in
English as “mosque”, literally means a ‘place of worship’, It
means a place where people bow down in humility before God.
He said that a mosque is also a place for learning, a place for
social gatherings, a place for worship —not only for Muslims,
but for all religions— and a place for interfaith dialogue.

This was followed by a presentation by Muhammad Ahmad
Munawar (President of the Kitchener-Waterloo Branch) on the
history of the mosque property. Muhammad Sahib explained
that the property was registered to be used by the Royal
Canadian Legion Youth in 1965 and by the Evalangical Church
of God in 2000, prior to the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama‘at’s
acquisition in 2006.

Nomaan Mubashir Sahib then presented the community
outreach programs of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama‘at which
included the annual World Religions Conference, Adopt-a-Road
program, blood drive, Run for Canada and Humanity First.

A notable lineup of dignitaries was introduced by Nabeel Rana,
Secretary Secretary Umir Kharjiyya KW Branch, who was
pleased to see so many representatives from all parties and
levels of government at the event. He also introduced leaders
of philosophical traditions and intellectuals of the community.
The following dignitaries brought warm greetings, well wishes,
and renewed their friendship with the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Jama‘at at the event:

1. Her Worship Susan Foxton, 